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P!ante & M@ran named famiiy-frieendl

Southfield-based Plante & Moran,
Michigan's largest public nccountmg firm,
has been recognized as one of the
: cuunh'{. 's most family-friendly companies
by Wi ng Mother magazine.

Michigan's largest public accounting
and management consulting firm as
one of the 100 best compantes for
working mothers because of its fam-
ily-friendly bonnﬁu, flexible sched-
ulés and carcer
tunitics for women,

“We're exceptionally pmud of the
recognition it pmv:des for tho firm
on o nationnl basia,” snid William

Bartering

Rochester man
pushing for more
fair trading

BY ROBERT SNELL
BPECIAL WRITER

EDITOR MARGARET O'8RIEN » 901-2568

A disability
insurance
plan valuable

Editor's note: This is the fourth article in a
nine-part serica on risk management. Next week's
column will discuss survivorship life insurance. .

he importance of disability insurance os
an integral part of a financial plan can bo
judged against the backdrop of the follaw-
ing three real-life situntiona:

Dr. 'T. is a psychintrist and owns her own prac-
tice. She does not have n disability insurance, but
is not concerned because she makes good money.

Mr. X. works for Ford Motor Co. and bolieves
that he has excellent disability coverage.

Mas. M., divorced, believes slic would rather have
a now car than buy disability insurance. She is in
good health and doesn't belicve she would ever
become disabled.

All of these persons have one thing in common:
They did not understand the true meaning of ade-
quute caverage through disability i ingurance,

can be explained in simple
lcrmu. You are not indestructable.

It is dangeroun to assume that you wuuld never
become disabled because you are in good health or
because you are a safe driver.

Dioability can strike anyone and you cannot be
sheltered from that risk.

You can overcome even severe finnncial troubles

Bufe, CPA and human resource
director for Plante & Moran, “Wo'ro
vory complimented by this,”
‘The nations 18th largest certified
public accounting firm was one of
.two Oakland County ics to isa
win the award, Tho firm was hon- eate balance of life.
ored along with this ycnr‘n other 99 “If you lean too far onc way, you
winners at a ceremony in Now York  fall of the tightrope,” explained
City hosted by Kntm Counc of Bul'o, who has co-chaired the PTA
NBC's Today show in S since its “We
Vice president Al Gore was the huvo to give appropriate amounts of
OPPOT-  koynote apeaker. Thoro wore 400  offort and attention to our profes-
serious contenders nationwido, sionnl and personal lives.”
Planto & Moran created its Par- Partners, staff and administrators

cnhng Tightrope Action Ci
in 1986 to help employoce fulfill Sco FAMILY, D3

their parental and profcssional rolea
and to prepare for tho influx of
women in the workplace. Tho
acronym, PTA, was chosen because
lt'e kid-friendly. The referenco to a
der of tho deli-’

BY RENA FULKA
SPECIAL WRITER
One of this year's “Working Moth-
er 100 Awards” stonds on o wooden
casel in the third floor recoption
area of Plante & Moran, LLP’s
Southficld headquarters.
Sponsarcd by Working Mother
magazine, the award recognizes

if you can work. But if you can't work because of
sicknesa or injury, then you must have income
from somewhere — preferably enough to replace
most of your normal earnings as long as the need
exists, which could be for a long time or cven for
life.

Unless you have large financial resources, this
“somewhere” might have to be disability insur-
ance. Upon disability your income can come from a
combination of three sources discussed below.

Social Security

Ta receive benefits, you must have worked five of
the post 10 years or, if young, at lcast 1-1/2 of the
past three yeara. Your disability must have lasted
or be expeeted to last a year.

You must wait several months for poyments,
and they ceasc when you can do any kind of wark.
Also, it is widely believed that Social Security usu-
ally rejects onc's first claim. Average monthly pay-
ments for n family are around $2,000.

Group Coverage

Medical examinations are not required. Not nnly
employers but also profcssionals working as a
group can buy such
insurance, most easily
in groups of 10 or more,
but possibly as few as 3
or4.

1022 Dissblllty. . Group coverage is
,losarance usually “coordinated”
o0 su’nl'nnh!p ute” | with Social Sceurity, so
Insurance if you receive benefita
1817 First-to-Oie from it, your group pay-
insurance ments may bq less. An
10/24 Variable . insurer can raiso premi-
Survlvorship Lito ums or cancel a policy if
Insurance many employees do not

resume work when able

113 Donysittylag Lits - it's termed “excessive

Ay malingering.”
R Insurazice Meods It is important to

know what your month-
ly income would be if you waere totally or partially
disabled. Frequently the income oxpected from
Social Security and group insurance falls far short
of the disability income nceds. If that is the case,
eonsider buying your own aupp]emcnmry policy.

Individual Insurance
Shop for tho best coverage available. There is no

10731 Spilt tnsurasce

Bee MITTRA, D3

Sid Mittra, Ph.D., CFP, is professor omeritus of finance,
Oakiand University, Rochoster, and owner, Mittra & Assocl-

Chances are Michnel Mercier would have
spiced up tho colossally uneven deal of 1626
that landed the Indians $24 in beads and trin-
keta and brought Dutch colonist Peter Minuit
Manhattan Istand.

But Mercier, 51, preaches equitable bartering
a8 president of Troy-based Metro Trading Asso-
ciution, a 2,000-member, non-profit clearing-
house for trading

among area busi- 11 ELEGVRONIC
CURRENCY

The converted
‘stockbroker and
investment banker -
forged his business sense during summers at
his {family's Montana cattle ranch.

*No aingle ranch had enough cowboys to
round up all the eattle and brand them so four
cowboya from one ranch would share labor with-
tho other ranches to get the branding done,” the
Rochester resident said, “Those summers
taught me that ‘while good things come from
competltmn, great thinge come from coopera-

tion.”

Sece BARTER, D2

Barter advocate: M lchael Mercier of Rochester is the new head of the Troy-
based Metro Trading Association. He said he plans to use his tenure to
increase the use of electronic currency exchange for services among members.

Electric vehicles now
used in local plants

There’s a now mode of
transportation zipping
around the TAN Industrinl
Park, located nt M-59 and
Crooks Rond in Rochester
Hilla.

A fleet of 12 buttcry pow-
ered trano2 multi-purpose
electric vehicles from the
trans2 Cerporation of Livo-

nin are now in operation at
the park, providing conve-
nient and amissions-free
shuttle service for design
ond engincering atafl along
with customers of ono of the
arens fastest growing
advanced manufacturing
and service business
groups.

Tho “trans2” electric vehiclo,
The business enterpriscs,
owned by Douglas Peterson,
consiat of five separate
firms housed in four facili-

See ELECTRIC, D3

Metro area gets national directory help

Boginning~  Monday,
Ameritech's Dotroit aren
customers will be.ablo to
obtain telophone numbera
nationwide without having
to know the area code when
Amoritoch begins offering
National Directory Assis.

dent Bob Coaper.

“Simply by dialing the
regular directory assistance
number — 555-1212 - cus-
towners can have access to
national directory asais-
tance,” Caoper explained.
“They don't need to'know

and thoy’ll be able to search
for the phone number and
addresa.”

Theo service began earlier
this month in Chicago and
has met with tremendous
response.

"We re thrilled that we

The three year Wood-
ward Corridor Study has
been sclected a8 the recipi-
ont of the 1998 Outatand-
ing Planning Project
Award by tho Michigan
Society of Planning Offi~
cials (MSPO) and the
Michigan Chapter of the
American Planning Associ-
ation (MAPA).

The award was present-
ed to Oakland County and
the Woodward- Avonue
Steering Committee during
the joint MSPO/MAPA
Conforence which is being
held ‘at the Radisson Hotel
in Lansing, Michigan
through Sept. 28.

“The Woodward Study
ropresenta o great deal of

] WOODWARI!

all of whom ahould be com: 3

mately transform Wood-|
ward Avenueinto a nwim[~
ized corridor of commercel

for tho 21at contury,” Oaks?
land County Executive L~
Brooks Patterson snid,
would like to especially::
congratulate Deborahl

opment and Planning Divt:
sion for doing such an oul
standing job on this pr
Jeet.” oL
Pattorson also praise
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