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Fetch information with Cyberhound

- OAE Time goes by fast when

ONLINE

you are having fun, and I
just can’t remember how
long age I wrate a column
about the new database
guide released by Gale
Research in Detroit,

It must have been about a

yenr ago, because Cheryl
Mchnnld hns let me know
that Gale Resocarch has
come out with ita second
edition, this one with the
much more interesting title
of “Cyberhound's Guide to
Internet Databases,” (The first edition was
labeled “The Gale Guide to Internct
Databases.”

A thousand databases were added to the
. second edition, making a total of 2,748
" domestic and international database list-
mgs For each there is a description, evalua-
tion, nnd information on huw to nccess.

Cyb d uses
to tcll about government, ncademic,
research, educational databases, New to thig

“edition i3 a rating system that evaluntes
cach databnse's content, design, and case of
use.

Ratings range from one to four stars in
three areas:

B Content ratings cover camprehensives
ness, suthoritativeness and timeliness;

B Design ratings deal with use of graph-
ies, layout and overall concept;

8 Technical merit ratings provide informa-
tion on ease of navigation, searchability,
logic of presentation, and validity of links.

"\Web sites are being continuously devel-
oped, and anybody with space an a server
can put their stuff out there,” explains Gwen
Turecki, Cyberhound editor. “This creates n
dilemma ~ the information that users may
need ig probably on the Internet, but how do
they find it, cvaluate it and quickly sort
through the good, bad and the ugly to find
inforination that suits their needs?

“This is where Cyberhound comes to the
rescue. We could've rated sites by our mood
of the moment, but we didn't. We crented a
checklist of abjective criteria for each site
that our experts used ta determine how a
dntabase would rate.”

To make location of databases easy to find
in the guide, Cyberhound (under Gwen's
direction, of course) created five indexes:
master, subject, host/provider, white pages,
and alternnte format.

The announcement Cheryl sent piqued my
imogination with some examples, such as
The Moan and Groan Page at
http//www.wwwz.tsixronds.com/moan/
which trics to give advice on how to avoid
buying lemons (unless you need a lemon) or
free access to 55,000 jobs via The.Monster
Board at httpJ//www.monster.com.
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Monster Jobs: There are more than 55,000 jobs openings posted on The
Monster Board at http:! lwww.monster.com.

Among the interesting sites listed in
Cyberhound were Classical Music Home
Page, NETworth, and Treasures of the
Czars. But I won't give the URLs for these
sitos; otherwise, why would you be interest.
ed in looking at Cyberhound. So if you are
interested, go to Gale’s home page at
http://www.gale.com or call 800-877-
GALE.

Founded in 1954, Gale Research is n lead-
ing reference publisher with more than 600
active databases. Located in Detroit's Penob-
seot Building, Gale servers the information
needs of libraries, businesses, nenprofit
organizations, and consumers vin print,
online and CD-ROM products.

This Week's Jewels

B Spenking of databases, Kitty Bennett,
who is news resenrcher for the St. Peters.
burg Times, shares her discovery of the
Great Fat Cats dmnhnsc at hup:llwww.

| /e _congr 0/
mojo_400.html. “Has everybody but me
already noticed the Mother Jones 400, an
interactive database of — as they put it - “the
fottest of the Fat Cats.”

I'm backgrounding one of them now, and
us part of my routine noodling around I
always check web sites just for fun. I just
stumbled across this list this afternoon.
They have meaty, and actually pretty amus-
ing, profiles of the Fat Cats, and simple

financing.

AMATEUR RADIO

toons at h

House and t-shirts.

the Heart

disense,

therapy, chick

heart disense.

cxplanations of ];vum.lling. soft money, ete.” I

BUSINESS MARKETPLACE

Markatplaco features a giimpse
of Oakiand County Business
news and notes. Write: Busi-
ness Marketplace, Eccentric
Newspapers, Birmingham
Eccentric, 805 E. Maple, Birm-
Ingham 48009. Our fax number
Is (810) 644-1314.

1B STRATEQIC ALLIANCE
Saulhﬂcld-hnsed Giffels Assocn-
ates, Inc. and B

tion of virtually cvery type of
testing facility, including wind
tunnels, climntic chambers,
dynamometer test cells, and
anechoic chambers. The com-
bined experience makes the
alliance one of the world's fore-
most suppliers of test facilities,

K NEW CLIENY
anget \mrkclmg Group in
witl handle mar-

Aero Systems Engmcermg

formed an alliance to design,

integrate and supply complete
. vehicular test facilitics for the

automoative, truck and heavy

equipment industries. The

alliance will provide vehicle

fi ers and

suppliers with a gallery of ser-

wvices for facility design, con-

struction, renovation and opera-

keting, advertising, public rela-
tions and special events for The
Society of Lifctime Planning in
Troy. Target is now warking on
the society’s two-dny symposium
und exhibit ot Mondow Brook's
1! Pavilion in Roch

Hills, It's simed at ndnlm alder

talk show for the socicty.

18 SALES AWARD
For the second ive year,
Suburban Oldsmobile Cadillac

in Troy won Oldsmobile’s pres-
tigious Aurora Award, which
goes to the world's topselling
Aurora dealer. Suburban also
carncd high marks in customer
satisfaction and overall sales,

picking up Oldsmobile's Elite
Award for the fourth consecutive
year, David Butler, Suburba’s
general manager, accepted the
awards in Troy.

1 JOINS COURCIL
Plante & Moran, LLP, an
n:cnuntmg nnd consulting firm

than 50 who are
retirement. The agency also is
developing a 60-minute radio

Barter from page D1

, was named o
memberol’ the State of Michi-
gan’s Auto Supplier Advisory

Moarcicr discovered his niche
within the metropolitan busi-
ness community in 1978 by
advocating the barter system,
and his recent appointment as
president of the 104-member
National Association of Trade
Exchanges (NATE), the nation’s
largest group of lndcpendent
barter associntions, gives him an
opportunity to marry old-world
business principles with 20th
Céntury technology.

“It used to be that in order to
buy anything you had to walk or
drive to retail shops, but now we
can connect with people around

-~ the world,” Mercler aaid, “This is
the fivat timo in the hiatery of
menkind that we have a world-

. wide retail community, and the
bartor industry ia tnking full
advantage of the Internet.”

The association’s nearly-com-
leted home page on the Inter-

amall harter ¢lubs, to individual
trade exchanges like Metro
Trading to the advent of Inter-
net bartering which will eventu-
ally link 4,500 trade cxchanges
nationwide.

“With the Internct, we now
have a tool to keep track of a
myrind number of transactions
which gives bartering a viability
Pve never seen before,” Mercier
gaid. “The computer will elimi-
nate one-on-one trndmg. we will
instead trade in a pool,” of mem-

-bers, which ranges from retail-

ers and manufacturers to the
construction trades, like Dave
Barlow, owner of Landscape
Design & Construction, o Troy-
based business and charter
Metro Trading Association mem-

.

Far a $360 membership fee
and $16 monthly dues, members
amass trade dollars, which are

et offers o th d entry
nto the bartering world for
those intorosted in lonrning
‘more about bnrtcrlnx. and A sec
tlon for

d for by the trade asso-
clation on an actual credit card.
When members buy servicos

from cnch nther with trade, cred-

itis

8
oaly for rotail und 1

The jation’s trade bro-

Artoring. Mercler forcnecn aday
hen transactiona rely solely on
a‘universal currency backed by
tangiblo goods and services.

. Instend of using their associa.
tlon credit cards, members
woild instead make purchascs
 with cybor cash, an innovation
Mercisr.may realize during his
residancy. In nearly 40 years,.
Enmﬂnz lms bnlloonad from

kers help membera find fellow

membersg to facilitate transac.’

tions. . .

“It's like a VISA card for o cap-
tive audienco,” Barlow said. *I
can't pay the light bill or buy gos
from a gaB station with my card,
but I ean got aervice-orientad
things,” like a now roof for his
home-and ropairs for his fleet of
oight trucks. In roturn, Barlow

builds brick pavera and land-
scapes homes for association
members.

“Sny a guy raises chickens and
he gets tired of cating chicken so
he goes to the guy down tho rond
who raises pigs and is tired of
eating pork,” Barlow said. “The
guy gives him a pig and the
other guy trades him 50 chick-
ens. If you work nt using the
membership - and if you have a
brain - the credits are casy to
spend, Peaple who say they can’t
spend the money aren't trying
hard enough.”

And if mombers still incur
problsms, Marcier distributes
membership directories and bi-
monthly nowsletters to keep
members abreast of new clients,
-and potential Minuit'a,

In the Aug/Sopt. issue, Merei-
er posted on tho fmut pagea| liat
of revoked

who over-charged follow mem-

bors."We algo limit the
of ‘members in a particular
induatry,” ho sald, “by deing
that, we've takon out a major
business factor, competition, but
we have to.replace that with
rulos.”

Financin! figurcs seom to sup-
port Merciar's Jofty pradlctlonu
for bartering’s future. The Metro
Trading -Associntion's brokera
cleared approximately $1¢ mils
ii’:m in volume last yoar a and with

t's help, he
an 800 percent increase in busi-

ness by 2008 whld\ he aayl s
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