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Sweet success: Steve Zahn, Jonathon Schaech, Tom
Everelt Svott, Liv Tyler and Ethan Embry react when
they learn that their signature song is

of the churts in “That Thing You Do!”

ising to th’ top

TICKEYS
PLEASE *

JOHN
MONAGHAN

With  “That
. Thing You Do!”
first-time dirce-
tor Tom Hanks
has croated a
feature-length
version of
“Happy Days.”
His idenlized
Ameriea in 1964
is seen through
the eyes of a tal-
ented  young
drummer whose
rock band hits

the top of the charts.Practicing
nightly in an Erie, Pennsylvania

garage, the Wonders have picked
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up the licks and spirit of The
Beatles, troubadours of tho
British Invasion. Their signature
song, “That Thing You Dol" lands
them first prize in a loca} talent
competition and a weekend gig
ot a pizza restaurant by the air-
rt.

port.

It’s all uphill from there —
almost. Soon they're playing
state fairs, signed by Playtone
Records and represented by o
slick manager (played by Tom
Hanks). He wrangles them a
small part in a beach movie and
then instant {fame on an Ed
Sullivan-like varicty show.

The director has found an alter
ego in Tom Everett Scott, whase
drummer Guy Patterson looks
like a young version of Hanks:
cute, a little gawky, naturally tal-
ented, and just oozing sincerity.
Sceing him and Hanks together
on screen looks more like father
and son than musician and man-
ager.

The drummer is usually the
goofy one, but the gogs here go
mostly to Lenny, the guitar play-
er, who himsell resembles a
young Jefl Daniels. This “Muppet

SCREEN SCENE

Babies” approach to casting .
brings a certain comfort level to
the movie, but also hints at how
formulaic it all is.

The music, by Howard Shore,
captures the period well, [t's a
credit to the title song that I
barely got sick of hearing it even
after a dozen times, As in the
infinitely more ambitious “Grace
of My Heart,” the movic has our
heroes interact with thinly-dis-
guised versiona of real-life per-
formera of the time.

Set in the months shortly after
the JFK nsanssination, the movie
has done its homework fairly
well. It mines the usual pop cul-
ture icens nnd also tips o hat to
Richard Lester's “A Hard Day's
Night,” especially in a montage
in which the boys tumble across
a yard-sized map of the United
States,

Hanks, who alao wrote the
script, treats this story without a
trace of irony, He gets caught up
in the optimiam of the band and
of the time, best scen in the
moment where Lenny, awed by
the thouaands whe have come to
sce them, asks Guy, “How did we

Hanks mines rock’s last innocent days

get here?”

But the honesty thot Hanks
hos made a carcer out of in his
own performances daesn’l

always tranalate to “That Thing.

You Dol” Like the title song, it’s -

got a nice beat, you can dance to
it, but lta uleo so derivative of
things wo've cncountered before
that it's barely worth sitting
through ogain.

Hanks falls cspecinlly short in
the romantic department, keep-
ing n girl on the side who you
just know Guy ia going to fall for.
She’s played by Liv Tyler, who,
like contemporary Cameron
Dinz, has chosen a strange plate
of films {including Bertalucci's
“Stenling Beauty”) to make her a
stor.

And, strangely cnough, this
muy be the only irony: In a
movie about onc-hit wonders,
“That Thing You Do!" helps make
Tyler little more thon this year's
model.

John Monaghan welcomes your
calls and comments. To leave him
a voice mail message, dial (313}
953-2047 on a touch-tone plxum.'
mailbox 1866.

A sampling of what's playing
at alternative movie theaters
across mcetro Detroit as reviewed

mIll S ondesd by John Monaghan.
Dewetw fmgas
i Birminghem Theatre211 S,
THR TARSOAY Woodward, Biriningham. Call
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(810) 644-FILM for information.
($6.50; $4.25 matineces and
seniors)

+ “Basquiat” {USA - 1996).
Artist-turned-director Julian
Schnabel's account of the life of
caontemporary Jean-Michel
Basquiat, a New York graffiti
artist who rose to fame in the
1980s. Co-starring Gary Oldman,
Dennis Hopper, and David Bowie
28 an appropriately spacey Andy
Warhol.

* “Stonewall” (USA - 1996). A
fictionnlized account of the real
Greenwich Village uprising in
1969 that Jaunched the modern
gay righta movement.

Detreit Film Theatre5200
Woodward, Detroit. Call (313)
832-2730 for information. {($5.50;
$4.50 students/seniors)

* “Cold Fever” (Iceland/USA -

1995). Oct. 4 - 6 (call for shaw-
times). A young Tokyo exccutive,
anticipating a golf vacation in
Hawai, is instend compelled to
visit a remote outpost in Iceland.

* “Who Killed Pasolini?” (Italy
- 19895). 7 p.m. Oct. 7. An cye-
opening dramatization of the
death of the controversial Italian
author and filmmaker Picr Paolo
Pasolini.

Magic Bag Theatre22920
Woodward, Ferndale. Call {810)
544-3030 for informatian, ($2}

* “Superfly” (USA - 1980), 9:30
p.m. Oct. 9. Some would call it
the quintessential 19708’ blax-
ploitation film, about n sherp-
dressing Harlem drug deanler out
for one last score. Curtis
Mayfield supplies the incredible
soundtrack.

Main Art Theatrell8 N.
Main Street at 11 Mile, Royal
Oak. Filma play through at least
‘Thursday, tinless noted other-
wise. Call (810) 642-0180 for
information and showtimes.
($6.60; $4 students, eeniors and

matinee; $3 twilight)

 “Big Night" (USA - 1996). A
pair of brothera try to run an
authentic [talian restaurant in
the 1950s but discover that mast
people want simple spaghetti
and meatbnlls. An independent
comedy co-directed by and star-
ring Stanley Tucci.

¢ “Wallace and Grommit: The
Best of Aardman Animation.”
The work of British animator
Nick Park is highlighted in thig
entertnining
Commerciala and short cartoons
are mere warmups for the 30-
minute “A Close Shave,” Inst
yenr's Oscar-winning cartoon
about a wacky English inventor
and his faithful pooch. Starts
Friday.

* “Giant” (USA - 1956). “Gone
With the Wind” wears a Stetson
in thia epic melodrama starring
Elizabeth Taylor and Rock
Hudson. Both are shown up by
James Dean, in his final perfor-
mance as ranchhand-turned-m
lionaire Jett Rink. Starts Friday.

Were The Inside Guys.

v woierantaon

Have your hrst cup of coffee this Saturday morning w1th
“Our House,” Detroit Edison’s Home Energy Conservation Show.
Let Tom Tynan and Paula Engel get your mind percolating this
Saturday at 6:30 a.m. Find out ways to make your home more energy

efficient, saving you money and helping to preserve.

the environment at thé same time, - .
Sit down with “Our House”
lh:s Saturday at 6:30 a.m. on WDIV-TV, Channel 4.

Turning tmemy mla sohdwns.
Dotrolt Edison .
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