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Deck stairs should be sturd

PULAR MECHANICS
FunAFsmm.mmzs

Q: Tho stairs leading from my
deck to the ground have become
shaky, What causes this, and
what can you suggest to mako
them moroe securo?

A: A common cause for loosening
deck stairs is frost heaving or set-
tling, in that tho carth or pad which
supports tho bottom of the staira can
move. This loosens the attachment of
the stair to the deck. The first course
of action is to readjuat the bottom
support of tho stair. If your ateps sit
diroctly on the earth, shim the
stringera with flat rocks or shovel
new carth in place. If your steps rest
on a masonry pad, you'll have to lift
and shim the pad. Then, reinforce the
attachments at the top of the stairs

Mortgage
rates drop .

by driving toenails through the
stringer into the rim joist.

Thraugh use, the nails which
hold the stringers to the stair treads
can become loose. Use a long clamp
to draw the stringers tight to the
tread and drive new nails to hold the
assembly together.

Q: Our housc sweats inside
when it's cold outside. The win.
dows steam up terribly on winter
days. Water runs down the sill to
the walla and all the way to the
baschoard, The house is framed
with R-30 insulation in the attic.
Other homes in the area have the
samo problem. They were nll
built in 1854, I know storm win-
dows would help but they're
expensive. Do you have n cheap-
er solution?

A: We've run into excessive

humidity in the house for ycurﬂ now,
and it appears that yours is a classic
case, To cut down on humidity, an
exhaust fan in the bathroom and
kitchen venting damp air to the out-
side is o must.

Although storm windows may §

appear as an unwanted expense to
you now, stack their cost against the

value of your house. This makes IR
them appear relatively inexpensive §

and they should save their cost in
fuel bills in a few years.
Condensation is cauged by warm
moist gir coming in cantact with the
cold glass in your windows. Storm
windows should help to keep the
window glass from becoming so cold
that condensation forms. This ean
prevent serlous dnmage to the walla
by staining, plaster damage and
wood rot over a long period of time,

Thirty-year, fixed rate mortgages averaged 8.14 per-
cent this week, down from 8.28 percent last week,
according to o national survey released Thursday by

the Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corp,

It was the lowest since Aug. 29, when rates aver-
aged 8.09 percent, Ratés averaged 8.34 percent Sept.
5, highest since they renched 8.42 percent in corly
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Beautiful 12 Acre Country Estate
7 Miles South of Fowlervitle
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+ HUNTER'S DREAM
% RURAL & WOODED BUILDING SITES %
4 ROLLING FARMLAND <

CALL FOR BROCHURE #315

Open Sunday 1-4

Bloomfield Village
W. of Cranbrook, N. of Maple Rd.
336 N. Gllllon —Totally ronovated 3,600 aq. ft., 3

31ull baths, 1

1-800-837-0010

SCHRADER/BROKERAGE LAND'C
SALE MANAGER, BILL SHERIDAN

2nd floor Inunury. Jenn-Alr, Sub-Zaro appllances,
targo famlly room. $389,000

Belcrest Real Estate (810) 645-0230
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pctumuhkx $149.900.
CENTURY 21 TODAY

SOUTHFIELD

Stunning, move-in condition Colonial in popular Beacon Sauare,

family room, dining room, finished basement, two cor aunchnd
updaies, i

CENTURY 21 TODAY

WEST BLOOMFIELD

and connect to:

Enjoy Walnut Lake and Jivo the bl of teisuro in this tolally updated
thico badroom, two bath hon

@ Colonial in Lathrup Vilage features thice Cu
wge family room, allached garage and

(810) 647-7321

wlom amenities theoughout this 3051 square f0ot, four bedroom
hono, Greal toom vath freplace & famedy rcom with lireplace, Lbrary,
unmn mom (nbu\oua kitchen, deck with hot tub, finished basement.

CENTUHY 21 TODAY

“WEST BLOOMFIELD

0 foot, fowr bedrooms, 2% baths, Imng room,

nd moch morg, $174.900.
{B10) 647+7321

vale lot.

room. hiwary, sland kitchen & moro.
CENTURY 21 TODAY

Outstanding traditional four bodroom, 27 bath Colonial with patie

(810) 855-2000
R
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FARMINGTON HILLS

On prima cornef lot, his spacious English Tudor has four bedrcoma,

2/ baths, great room wilh cathearal cml% firepiace, format dning

{81 0) 853-2000

“FARMINGTON HILLS
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_YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER'S NEW HOME SELF.CI' ION SERVICE.
‘You're going to love the range of listings. With a click of your mouse
you can find just what you're fooking for—trom location to number of
* baths. This ls a service that definitely is worth 2 browse!
And if you don't have software that will get you there, we can help witl
that, too. [ust call us today and ask about OKE On-Linel

. 313-954-2266

An oiectronic service of Tho Observer 8 Eccentric Newspapers
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CENTURY 21 TODAY (810) 647.7321

Coloniat, avot

(610} 647-T321

avetiooking lakg has lormal Iving & dining rooms, fam!
fireptace. Lbrary vath buit-ins & much more. $249,888. W,
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SOUTHFIELD
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basomont, two cor Gas0go,
Yo $174.000. BUTEE.
(810) 855-2000

CENTURY 21 TODAY

Relocation 1-800-458-7356

We're C

Orchard Lake at 12': Mile

(810) 855-2600

Telegraph & 14 Mile

(810) 647-7321

Commiitled lo Excellence. .

(810) 833-2000
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