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Judge doles 0u§t:_humor, compaséion, reality

{This is the second in a series
profiling each of the aix candi-
dates running for five seats on
the Qakland Circuit Court in the
Nov. 5th gencral election. A 1996
circuit judge's sclary is $109,257.
The term is gix years, Clipping
and saving these stories may
(sclp] you in your decision-mak-
ing.

Judge Barry
Howard likens
his job to a
machine gun.

*Boom,
boom, you're

making diffi-

cult decisions twice a minute.
And sometimes you make a mis-
take because yau're rushing. The
major fear we have in this coun-
ty is that sametimes we're more
like traflic cops than judgea. And
sometimes the quality suffers,”

But no rush to judgment was
apparent on a recent Monday
afternoon in his Oakland Cireuit
courtroom, oven as he granted a
scrics of divorcea and achioved
scttlement of a civil case,

Severel divorce cnses wore
called and granted with just one
member of the couple

Get voting
results via
Internet

BY PAT MURPHY
BTAYY WRITER

Thanks to the Internet, voting
resulta will more readily avail-
ablo than ever before,

Reaulta of the Nov, b clection
will be availablo on the Internet
shortly after they are tabulated
locally and reported to tho coun-
ty, according to a spokesman for
the Oakland clerk's office.

Detaila for getting on-line vot-
ing results have yet to be final-
ized, G, Willinm Caddell told
county commissioners Thursdny,
prior to the regular county board
meeting. But the idea is to make
accurate information available
to residenta as early as possible,

Most communitics currently
use some kind of computer
enhanced voting sayatems,
according to Caddell, with
results tabulated quickly and
accurntely. Putting those resulta
on line is o logical step to make
the information accessible.

Caddell’s comments about
clection results on-line came ac
two other innovations were in
the works, with yet moro exam-
ples of how technology is chang-
ing the way peoplo and govern-
ments conduct business,

Those examples are:

s Videoconferencing. County
officiala have sfhcduled o press
T W, d h

w

to unveil a pilot project that will
ennble businesses to see and
talk with counterparts in Paris
and Toronto via cable.

* Web site updates on county
proceedings, including the min-
utes and voting tallies from
county board meetinga. "Peoplo
can just call up the home page to
get information about the coun-
ty,” explained commisgioner Sue
Ann Douglas.

High tech is nothing new to
Qakland government, of course.
Virtually every department has
been computerized for some
time. But last week's develop-
menta point to quicker, more
accurate linkage betwecn county
government and reaidents.

Vidco cenferencing, for exam-
ple, will enable local businesses
to business opportunitica with-
out leaving Onkland County. By
renting video conferencing
capacity, for about $200 per
hour, businesses can oxplore
opportunities abroad.

Toronto and Paris were select-
od qs initinl aites for tho pilot
project because the principlo
partnors in the project — the
U.8,.Department of Commeree,
the International Trade Admine
istration and Ameritech — aro
already located thero.

Furthermore Toronto and
Paria are already important
trading links in Michigan's econ-
omy: Michigan oxported nearly
$22 million in goods to Canada
in 1995, Thero are 20 French
companies and 42 Canedian
firms in Oakland County,

“Wo nre very oxcited about k:he
potantint,” said Patterson. 1t
offers access to the international
markat for amall and midsizo
1) .

presont.Each wae given a smile
and n “good Juck to you.”

But with othera, n:éhi!dlnus
couple of which the woman had
been crying, and a ¢tivil case
involving three generations of o
family busineas, he recesscd to

- work out scttlement dotails in

chambers,

Howard says he particularly
enjoys hia role in sottling cascs
and is proud of his settlemaent
record. In fact ho teaches scttle-
ment techniques to judges. *My
people skills are prrlty good,”
Howard says. i

Heo also works f4r an casy
courtroom atmoaphere. Yet, he
says, ho never has gny trouble
with control. *It'a liﬁn‘ a teacher
in a classroom, By arjd large you
stick to your guns,” | |

“Somo kids want fo bo police
(officers). I always wanted to be
a Jawyer,” Howard sgys. “I'm the
ii']u'nt collego graduatq in my fam-

yHnwnrd had no trouble deeid-
ing his most difficult case.
“Without a question it is child
cuatody,” he declarkb. “Every-
thing elso pales in cofnparison.
i

difficult,”
Fwhen you

“It's particularly
Howard oxplains,

slipli

|
i
!

' i

into something mo%

have to choose botweon two good
parenta, That's even harder than
two bad parents. Those are tho
ones that you take home and
agonlze over.”

A judge's job is never boring,
says Howard, who in his seventh
year on the bench was named
Chief Judga pro tom. *I love it.
I've got thu greatcst job in the
history of tho world.”

On the Ookland bench, ho
says, ho gets to hear an incredi-
ble variety of diverae cases. He in
also active in the state judges
association. “There are two types
of judgea,” he says, "courtroom
and courthouso. I do both.”

But he acknowledges the high
streas of the job, “Sometimes you
dan’t even want to decide whero
to go to dinnor. The stresa
among judgea ia intonse. You
have to [earn how to channel it.”
He tries to achieve some sort of
closure before he goea home to
his wife, Cindy, and their three
sons,

Howard was rated “Outstand-
ing” by the Oakland County Bar
Association. As for the proccss,
“I told them I'd rather be some-
where else.” .

The five judges up for re-clec-
tion aro running together as has
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CANDIDATE’'S BIOGRAPHY

Name: Barry L. Howard. Age: 48 Hometown: West Bloomficld.
Education: B.A. with distinctl hing corti

rtificate, University

wi

of Michigan (1970); J.D., University of Detroit Schaol of Law
(1973). Exporicace; Current Chief Judgo pro tem; Oaldand Cir-
cuft; Judge, Onkland Circuit (1889 to present); practiced law
(1974 to 1989); Specinl Assistant Attorney General (1983-1989);
redmix}in‘trnli\;'o‘ aide, Dotroit Mayor Roman S. Gribbs (1971.73)

Acancintion: Momb

hip: Current t

, Michigan Judges

Board of Michi

Judicinl I

Judgoes Asao.

ciation (1689 to pmae’nt); former chairperson, Stato Bar of Michi-
gon Politi'cﬁl LAction Committee gns practicing attorney); Faculty

(1989 to present). Commu-

nity contributions: Trustee, Western Michigan University (1985-
89); Recipicnt, Stato of Isracl Bonds Eleanor Roosovelt Humani-
tiea Award; Reeipient, Man of the Year Award, Polico Officers
Association of Michigan (1988). Family: Married to Cynthin R
Howard; three children, Brian, 20, David, 18 and Chad, 16

been the custom in the past,
even whon o weak judge is
involved. *Not all judges are
good,” Howard acknowledges,
“but the cost of elections ia pro-
hibitive if you have to run alone.
The worst thing we do is cam-
paign and the worst thing is
campaign finance. It's not a good
aystem.” .

He is proud of the Oakland
Circuit Court, which he says

handles a more time-consuming
enseload than the rest of the

comfortable.

Somerset,

HUDSON'’S

stato. Whercos the rest of the
state handles 40 percent domes-
tic and 20 percent civil coses, in
Oakland it's the reverso with the
number of civil cases double the
domestie. The court’s criminal
caselond — about 26 percent —

takos up 60 percent of their

time, he says.

More judges arcn’t needed,
according to Hownrd, "It's the
staffing and how we utilize the
judges.” And he's proud of these
recent moves toward o more effi-
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for cheeks,

Barry Howard

cient court:

® A visiting judge to hear only
drug cases has relieved tho gen-
oral docket and cloarod up a |
backlog of hundreda of cases, ho '
says. B

*Tho court is doveloping a spe- :

time and money in civil cases. H

*And this month, a county-
wide sweep is scheduled of those
who are “chronically and habitu-
ally” delinquent in their child |
support payments. -t

Howard gives much of the-
crodit for the streamlining to ;)
Chief Judge Edward Sosnick 7
who is “opon and receptive to {
changes in the court.”

for eyes.




