Azar’s Oriental Rugs Brings
Art Under Your Feet

. Once in a while, Azar Alizadeh will
get on a plane and travel to a far-off
country to look for tho perfect oriental
rugs. But the world has becomo small-
er, and the rugs have beeame closer to
hand — and closer to her customers, ns
well, ’

Now, customers can buy incxpensive
rugy, hand-mado or custom-made rugs
from nll over tho werld with more vari-
ety than ever. . '

Alizadeh has been in the business
for over 18 years, having grown up
with it os a child in Germany,

“I was born to it,” she said.

Alizadeh said that in addition to get-
ting her rugs from lorge rug markets,
she also has designs that are exclusive
to her store,

*“It’s a big business,” she added. “It's
not village stuff any more. The quality
is much better, and you sce a lot of dif-
ferent designs, The cooperation
between manufacturers and distribu-
tors make the rugs more scllable”

Of couree, some rugs continue to be
produced by villagers, :

The rugs come from many countries,
including France and Belgium,
Romania and other places in Eastern
Europe, the Caucasus and Contral Asin
of the former Sovict Union, from
Turkey and Afghanistan, Iran,
Pakistan, Egypt, India, and China and
Tibet.

Tho prices range from as low aa $50
for a two-by-three foot rug to $80,000
for & 12 by 18 foot mnsaterpicce.

“ However, if you purchase a good
rug, you'll own it for the rest of your
life,” Alizadeh snid. “You can roll it up
and tako it with you. So, in the long
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run, rugs are not that expensive theso
days.” ' o

There are currently four showrooms.
The main one, in Birmingham, earries
all handmade rugs. The showroom in
Farmington Hilla opened & year ago,
and offers both handmade and
machine-made rugs, as well as cus-
tom-made rugs. A third showroom is
located in Grand Rapids, and thero ina
Design Center showroom in Troy for
designers only.

“I'm working scven.doys a week
because there is 80 much work to do*
she said. “We hove 16 employees work-
ing for us, and when you are tho owner
you have to work much harder.”

Azar's Oricntal Rugs was the firat
such busi in the Birmingham area
but other dealers have since moved in.

“Wa aro becoming a eenter for rugs,”
Alizadeh said. “That is good becauso
then anyone who wanta to buy rugs
comes here”

Alizadeh's impact on the ity
hus also been felt in other ways. In
1994, she won the community service
award from the Birmingham
Community House for the aid tho com-
pany gives to local charities, Alizadeh
is algo the co-chair of the Birm-ing-
ham.ﬁ! finld Rﬂco Ralatl mk
Force.

The Birmingham store is located at
670 8. Woodward and is open Monday,
Thuraday, and Friday 10 a.m, to 9 p.m.,
Tucsday, Wednesday, and Saturday 10

‘a.m, to 6 p.m, and Sunday noon to 5

p.m.
The store ean be reached at (810)
644-7311,

Azar Alizadahaf.dzar’s Oricntal Rige'in Birmingham. - .i10:
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