The Village Barn Lights

Up

The Winter Holiday Season

Tho Village Barn is a cozy holiday

tradition in Franklin — for all holi-. -

doys. Whether for Valentine's Day or
for Haolloween, and for all days in

botween, tho Village Barn has gxﬂ.a and

home ies for any

AB you enter the building, a repro-
duction of the eriginal Franklin Buggy
Works built in 1825, you will sco the
twinkling lighta of the Dopt 56 Village
houses, Thess displays of wonderful
gifts and tho warm fricndly staff who
work there make the Village Barn a
delight to visit. Cust keep com-
ing back — some, who once eamo as
children, are now bringing their own
children to visit this marvelous staore.

The Village Barn reflects antumn
with a splash of colorful wronths,
leaves and garlands. You will find a
bewitching collection of Halloween dec-
orations for your home, Don't miss the
fabulous three-foot tall witches hand-
mado by a Michigan artist!

But the most spectacular part of the
Village Barn is upstairs, in the
Christmas Attic, which opens in July of
cach year and doesn't close again until
Jonuary, In fact, many poople say the
Christmas senson docsn't start until
thoy’va been to tho Village Barn. -

“H Santa Claus didn't live on tho
North Pole he would live at the Village
Born,” said one young shoppor.

Hero you can find over 30 fully-dec-
orated Ch
crackers, or atock-

ings, and anything needed for tho win- . -

ter holidays all surrounded by tho kind
of warm, comfortablo ambiance that
makes peaple want to linger and savor
the moment,

Owner Sandy Barr is capecinlly
proud of the great  variety of
Christopher Radko ornaments, which
she introduced to Michigan ten years

ristmas trees, Snntas, nut-’
. 1o

ago. Thess aro highly-prized collectiblo

- hand-blown ornaments from Eurape,.

which the Villoge Barn carries
year-round. .
“Wo also have an artist in the store

on Wednesdays and Saturdays and ehe -

will personalize nny item free for cus-
tomers whilo thoy wait. Peeple love to
have her do that,” Barr said.

. The Village Barn also offers ‘other
colloctibles — such as the well-known
Byers Carolers from Pennsylvania —

as well os a largo selection of tradi-

tional, moderately-priced gifts, - -
And, of courss, some gifts such as
candlesticks or jowelry, have no seasan.
Thero is also a varicty of gourmot
food to buy or sample. Did you know
that tho Village Barn wos tho first
shop anywhere that Mucky Duck mus-

tard waos offered? This mustard has-

since received international acelaim
and awards. : -

As can bo expected of such a warm,
traditionnl store, the Villnge Bam is

also very active in the community, Last

year, the store collected around 300

blankets for charity at its annunl

Amish Quilt ahow. And the first
Saturday in Docember is always Holly
Day in Franklin when the public
enjoys tree lighting, tho lighting of the
menorah, Carriage rides, Santa visits,
and home tours, The Village Barn,
along with other Franklin merchants,
is an integral part of the festivities.
Each year, the merchanta and villogers
collect sweatera to keep warm thoso
who aro less fortunate.

The Village Barn is located at 32760
Franklin Rd. in Franklin and can be
reached at (810) 861-7877. The store is
open 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday
through Saturdoy and noon to § p.m.
on Sunday,
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