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Play at Adventu

If there is an art to choosing toys,
then Shelley Littman is that artist,

“I get cnlla oll the time from New
York asking if 1 havo things for cus-
tomers,” Shelloy seid,

The toys that Sholley carries in her
Adventures In Toys store are tho kinds
of toya children learn from while they
play — and play — and play. Her abili.
ty to steer clear of toys that children
quickly tire of comes from her back-
ground in specinl education and nurg-
ery school owncnhi’p.

“My real forte iv looking ot a toy and
knowing if it will work or not for that
ago group,” sho said, “There are & lot of
inappropriate toys boing made out
there.”

The store’s toy selection draws cus-
tomers from across the stato — and
even from across tho country and
makes Adventures In Toys a “must sec”
shap for any visitar tho area.

“I probably have mare new toya at
Christmas then anyplace elso in the
country,” she said.

And therc aro toys of all price
ranges, with a large number of little
inexpensive impulse items,

But 05 she gears up for the winter
holiday season, Shelloy said that sho
nover falls victim to tho common prac-
tice of hiring temporary help.

“Wo alwaya have extended hours at
Christmas,” sho szid. “But it tokes a
good aix to cight weeks just to learn the
atock, 8o instead of hiring mare people,
we just wark more hours,”

As a result, her servico is probably
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Adventures in Toys

the best. Everybody who works in the
store can steer a parent or grandparent
to the most appropriate toys, and can
interpret the ego recommendationa on
packages — which are different from

facturer to facturer ond
country to country,

Adventures In Toys is located at 163
West Maple St. in  dawntown
Birminghom and can be reached at
(810) 646-5550.

The store is open daily 10 a.m. to
6:30 p.m. except Thursdny, when the
atore is open until 9 p.m. and Sunday,
when the hours are noon to 5 p.m. The
I&Aonm will be extended during the holi-

ays.
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