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Candidates tough on pleas

BY PAT MURPIY
STAFF WRITER  *

Oakland voters can oxpect o
heated battle over the next three
weeks s each prosccutor candi-
date trics to project o “tough”
image on plea b i
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resolve these cascs before thoy
went to court,” Konplan sald,
« Two, when offering a plea to

The latest hint nbout ptea bar-
goining a8 a major campaign
issue came last week at a press

fi where Sheriff John F.
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Nichols endorsed fellow Republi-
can David Gorcyea.

Goreyea, who is vying with
Democrat Steven Kaplan in the
Nov. 5 election, snid he was
pleased with the endorsement
from Nichols, and he again

! promised “tough justice,” some-
thing he hes touted throughout

the campaign. '}

‘Then Gereyen' said, “There will
he no liberal plea bargaining
(under his administration) as
there is in Macomb County.”

Earlier in the campaign,
Koplan, who has been a Macomb
nssistant proaccytor, predicted
his opponent ‘\\Ell try to out-
tough me on plea pargaining.”

‘Thus, Koplan LLs been apecific
about three sots of circum-
stances he would consider plea
bargaining — providing the vic-
tim and the detective in charge
approved:

e One, when a firat-time
offender is accused of a nonvio-
lent erime. “I would try to

an lico would lead to tes.
timony that would help convict
somebody with deoper involve-
ment. Tho classic case, Koplan
said, is offering a plea to o drug
runner in order to get evidence
and a conviction on a supplier.

® Three, when the prosecutor’s
case is weak — becausc of unre-
linble or reluctant witnesses or
insufficient ovidence. “I'd prefer
half a loaf, rather than no loaf,”
hesaid. .

In his primary campaign, Gor-
cyca eriticized i bent prosc-

endoraed Thomp-
son in the prima-
ry. Both' are
Republicans in a
strong GOP area.

But Nichols was
accompanicd by a
number of chiefa of
police from Oak-
land County.

One of them,
William Dwyer of
Farmington Hills,
snid he likos tho
policies Goreyea
has outlined,
including a ‘will-
ingness to use o
“common sensc” approach to plea
bargaining.

“Wo (policq :hi:!fa) don't nn‘r-

blicly involved in

Davld Gorcyca

Stevs Kaplan

Oak Police Department, Royal,
Qak, of course, is represented by,
city commissioner Goreyca. )
" Asked nhuutj police from his

mu'lly got

cutor Richnrd Thompaon for
being too rigid in his approach to
plea bargaining. Gercyca
premised n “common acnse”
approach under whlc'h he would

this ia a race for the top law
enforcement position in the
county.”

Ironically, the run}c-nnd-ﬁla

cages y.
The distinction betwecen the
two positions may be subtle, but
Goreycn sees it as a defining dif-
ference. “In Macomb County,
plea bargaining is a way of life.
We don’t want that in Oakland
Caunty.”

The endorsement of Gorcyca
by Nichols was not unexpected,
although the sheriff had

of the hea
by Nichols and Dwyer have both
endorsed Kaplan. The Oakland
County Deputy Sheriff's Associa-
tion and the!Farmington Hilla
Police both support the Demo-
crat, who has end from

* Dwyer said. “But '

his oppo-
nent, Gorcyea soid it was proba-,
bly a result of tough contract.
negotiations. “We (the city com-
misgion) didn't give police the
pay raise they wanted,” he said. |1
Goreyea, 34, i a former Oak-
1and County pssistant prosecutog,
who currently lives in Royal Oak,
and practices law out of Bings;
ham Farms. N
Kaplan, 43, Hves in Westi.
Bloomfield and was a member of.,
the Southficld Board of Educay,

five other ngencies, including the
Police Officers Association of
Michigan.

Among those other agencies
endorsing Kaplan ia the Royal

tion form almost 10 yenrs. an
Both are graduntes of thg
Detroit Collcge of Law, which is
hosting a joint appearance Tucs-
day in Troy. .
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Temple
Israel has
parenting
forum

Rabbi Steven Carr Reuben,
Ph.D., author, composer and .
dynamic speaker, presents his
views on “Raising Ethical Chil-
dren” at the 18th arnual Alicia
Joy Techner Parenting Confer:
tence, scheduled at 7:30 p.m.; *
Puesday, Oct. 15, at Temple *
Israel, 57256 Drake Rond, West
Bloomficld. This event is open to
the public and there is no admis-
sion charge.

Reuben holds the perspective
that parents shoulder much of
the regponsibility in nurturing
children to become caring, com-
passionate and honest adults.
His philosophy is based on con:
stant communication between
parents and children in which
personal values are the corner:
stane of these relationships, '

The Alicin Joy Techner Memo*
rial Parenting Conference was
developed by David and llend
Techner in memory of their
daughter Alicia. The conferente’’
represents their deep commit,,
ment to the value of parenting
and their concern for improved ’
family life. ;;{

Reuben holds degrees in phi-

ment and religion. He has pary ’’
ticipated in ¢ivic and tommunity\
activities in his native Califor-'
nin, including the Governor's
Task Forco on Civil'Rights

- AIDS Interfaith Council, PATH"

{People Assisting the Homeless),
Loa Angoles Family Hounlns
Corp., nnd is the founder of th
Valley Shelter for which he
received the Micah Award, :
Reuben is nationally known
through is lectures, books and
contributions to publications, He -
has authored teacher guides and
albums of original music, :

GRE workshops '
set for Saturdays.

Rogistration is under woy at ¥
Onkland University for GRE
(Graduate Record Exam) prepa-i«
ration workshops beginning Oct.vi
26 for the December exam. (Y]

The GRE workshop acssions’,

will bo conducted Saturdays,
Oct. 26 and Nov, 2-23 on campds_—;
. noar Rochester, with the firstis.
. sesslon from 9 n.m, to 4:30 p.m.
.Tuition is $265, The noxt GRE .
“iexam {s Dec. 14, o
- An optional two-hour work.>
.shop to develop techniques and:
‘strategies for taking the comput. |

. or-based tost will be conducted .

from 1:30-8:30 p.m., Nov, 23, on-'.
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