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BY PAT MURPHY
STAYF WIITER

Edward Hamilton docsn’t
knaw if he should bo offended or
disappointed.

But to be ignored by the
League of Women Voters?

Hamilton is the Demacrat —
and decided underdog — run-
ning against Oakland County
Executive L. Brooks Patterson,
possibly the most well-known
Republican in southenst Michi-
gan.

But with the Nov, & election
fess than three wecks away,
Hamilton is yet to share the
podium with Patterson.

Even the Longue of Women
Voters — the quintesaential good
government organization in
Hamilton's cyes — hasn't both-
ored to schedule a candidate
night invnlvmg the executive's
race.

On Tuesdny, the Rachester
chapter of the League of Women
Voters will have a candidate’s
night at the municipal auditori-
um, with the event to be broad-
cast on cable telovision.

But the scheduls conspicuousa-
1y omits the raco for county exec-
utive. Tucsday's achedule,
according to Prosident Mary
Howarth, calls for candidates

from tho 9th Congressional Dis-
trict {Democrat Dalo Kitdes and
Republican Pat Nowak) ot 7:30;
sheriffs candidates (Democrat
Matt Hogan and Republican
John Nichols) about 8:15, and
candidates in tho prosecutor's
race (Domoerat Steven Kaplan
and Republican David Gorcyca)
at 9 p.n.

Asked why the league sched-
uled the sheriff's and prosecu-
tor's races — but not the execu-
tive's — Howarth said the prob-
lem was time. “Thera's simply
not enough,” sho said,

The Troy League of Women
Voters had initially scheduted n

join us for a free evening program on
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candidate forum the next night
at the Troy Library, That session
waa canccled, however, because
it dup!lcntad the Rochester
event, according to spokesperson
Karen E. Fobian,

Canceling the Troy cven wns
pnruculnrly bothersome to
Hamilten, “I'm a member of tho
Troy Lcague of Women votors,”
ho said, “and thoy won't cven
schedule a candidate's night.”

It's never been snid — at least
publicly — but Hamilton aus-
pects there's another reason for
the benign neglect attitude
toward the executive's race:
*“People think I will get blown

away.”

That's very short-sighted, he
said. “This ia tho top elective
position in Oakland County,” he
said. “And nobody wants to hear
the candidates?”

Evenosa unco-cvary-four year
political seience exercive, the
cexccutive's race should get a full
hearing, Hamilton said. Ignoring
the county’s top political past is
tantamount to saying the posi-
tion doesn’t matter, he said, or
nobody cares,

Not only is the attitude short-
sighted, Hamilton said, it's
based on a false conclusion, “I'm
going to got somo votes,” he said.

County executive candidates skipped over-for forum

Im going to aurprise somo peo-
lo.’

First of all, the top of the |
Domocratic tickot — with Clin-
ton and Carl Levin — bodes well
for him and the rest of the party,
Hamilten said.

Socondly, Patterson'a obvious
decision to ignore him as an
opponent will backfire, Hamilton
aaid. “Voters expect to sce their
clected officinls out thgro — at
loast overy four years. When
that doesn’t happen, voters
react.”

In the meantime, Hamilton
snid ho's making the political
rounds. “If I sco a Clinton sign °,
that’s dumaged, I fix it,” he said.

DONATE

“If I soo any Democrat'a sign '
d d or torn down, I do mx .
best to make it right.

“We'ro going to surprise som¢
people,” he predicted.
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“Marvin's Room,” Fridoys-Sun-
days through Oct. 27, at The
Burgh, (Civic Center Drive and
Berg Road), Southficld. 8 p.m.
Fridays and Saturdoys; 2 p.m.
Sundays. Tickets $8; $7 seniora
and children. (810) 827-0700.
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By BOB WEIBEL
BPECIAL WRITER

A wise sage onco noted that |
the best way to got through lhh; H
life is to “play the hand you're |
dealt.” It would be underatand- H
able for Bessie in SRO's “Mar-_
vin's Room” to demand a reshuf"” i
fle. She has more than her fair” |
share of bum cards. !

Backed with a cast of varying
experience and skills (which at
times leads to uncven momenta)
Margoret Gilkes, ns Bessie,
gives n marvelous, insightful
performance of a womnn whose
heart overflows with lovo for
mankind.

She needs it because her
father, Marvin, has been bedrid-
den for 20 years, with enough
afflictiona to interest Dr. Jack
‘Kevorklan, Ho has suffered a
stroke, is diabetic, hos one eye
and his kidneys are failing. But
in typically sardonic humor,
Bessic notes that he still has a
full head of hair.

Beasie not only has devoted
her life to taking care of her
father, but looks after her bum-
bling Aunt Ruth, who has her
own laundry list of ailments.
Connic Fox as Aunt Ruth ere-
ates a wonderfully forgetful and
cngaging little old lady who
means well, but just i{sn't in
touch with reality.

One reality for Bessic is her-
own mortality. She hasn't been -
fecling well, and the doctor sus-
pects loukemia. Ronald
DeMangd has some funny
moments as a semowhat inept ™
Doctor Wally who cannot
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quet, and opens a package of
sterile cotton balls with his
tecth. It is comedy relief beforo
the tragedy.

The only hope is a bload trans-
fusion from her sister’s family,
and are they over a piece of
work. Whereas Bessic is.loving,
her sister Leo (played by Robin
DeMangd) is tough as nnils and
has a thing for hard-drinking
guya driving Harloys. Sho is not
nbout to waste her life taking
care of her father, or for that
matter, showing much love for
her.two boys.

Charlia (Justin DeMaagd)
cscapos to a world of buoks.
Hnnk (Ja.son Nool) mbnls nnd is
aftar
down their house, Jim Pierce
has a nica scone as his psychia-
trist, Dr, Charles. Turna out
that'al! Noel really neceds to
dampen hia belligerenco is a it~

tle love and. undorstanding,
which he gets for the firat time
from Bessla,

ized

For Bessla, there is only more
bad news. The blood types do not
match, For the first time, wo sce
sho is scared that sho “may shut
hor oyes and not wake up

ngain,” But no matter what hap-
cns, sho obsorves, “I'm lucky to
loved o much” -~

And she is back in Marvin's
mom, tending to his every need,
whose presence we are nlwnyn .
.awaro of by ineans of a reflected
TV scroon. A nice touch, As fa

‘Alwardt added to. carry us -
ugh tbu scene changos.
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