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During a heated moment in their dobate lnst
week, the candidates for Oakland County prosecu-
tor glared at cach other, jaws tight, voices tense,
cyes glaring,

As he had done repeatedly in the campoign,
Democrat Steve Kaplan insisted Republi Dave

Prosecutor hopefuls
hot over ‘experience’

H ‘You agaln don't have tho facts.
You never do, and I'll stand on my
record.’

Steve Kaplan

Gorcyea didn't have enough experience to be Oak-
land’s next prosccutor,

Gorcyca countered by insisting Kaplan's expori-
cnce isn't exemplary,

“You (Kaplan) have been accused of prosecutori-
o) misconduet,” charged Goreyca, “for failing to
roview (revoal) material ovideace to the defenso
attarneyn, That's flatly wrong.”

Retorted Kaplan, “What you don't know ia the
judge wanted to act agido that finding in order for
the conviction to be set aside,

*You again don’t have tho facts,” Kaplan shot
back, “you nover do, and I'll stand on my record.”

Gorcyca responded by reading from an opinion
from Macomb Circuit Judge Lido V. Bucei, who
Iast month ordered a now trial for n man convicted
of pted murder for poisoning his year-old

sof).

That opinion is being appealed by the Macomb
Prosceutor’s office, which claims Bucei erred in
finding ineffective defense counsel, prosecutorial
misconduct and ordering a new trinl, said oasis-
tant prosecutor David J. Portuesi,

Bueci ruled the defendant was denied a fair and
impartial trinl becauso of ineffective defense coun-
sel and becauso of “overzealous behavior” on the
part of Knplan, who prosecuted the case.

Kaplan was visibly shaken during the debate.
Later ho told reperters, *in 10 years, nobody's chal-
Ienged my integrity like that.”

Observers of the debate were quick to note that
in o highly charged election year, politics might
have spilled over into the judicial arena.

Bucci, & former Republican county H
in Macomb County, was appointed to the circuit
court by Gov. John Engler, noted Oakland attor-
ney Michael J. Modelski, a Gorcyca supporter.,

“Is it possible the opinion of a Republican judge
colored his opinion (to embaorrass Kaplan or his
boss, Democratic Prosecutor Carl Marlingn)?™
Modelski asked hypothetically. “You tell me,” he
said, answering his own question with another.

Gorcyca, however, privately ingisted voters have
aright to know everything about Kaplan's experi-
ence — especially whoen his opponent insists expe-
rience is the crucial difference between them,

“It’s all right here,” he said, waving Bucci’s opin-
ion.

The opinion, dated Sept. 12, orders a new trial
for Clyde L. Hunt, who, in Jonuary 1995, was con-
victed of feeding the insecticide Diazion to the

QOakland County prosecutor candidate

infant he had fathered with a girlfriend, not his
wife. Hunt was sentenced to 40 months in prison,
but allowed to remain free pending an appeal.

That appeal eamo to Bucel who, after an eviden-
tiary hearing, ordercd a new trial. Of the 10-page
opinion, about threo pages deal with alleged prose-
cutorial misconduct.

When asked about the opinion and his order Fri-
day, tho judge said ho could not discuss a pending
c:m;i He insisted, however, his opinion speaks for
itsclf.

An attorney who is not directly involved in the
cane — but who is watching the Kaplan-Goreyea
campaign -— said this incident must be evaluated
carcfully.

Charles E. Langton, who moderated Tuesday’s
dcbate at the Detroit Collegs of Law at Michigan
State University, said objective observera should
wait for tho appeal to run its course before draw-
ing conclusions.

*You havo to be cautious about drawing any con-
clusions at this paint,” snid Langton, who is the
immediate past president of the DCL Alumni
Anu({ciuﬁon. which includes both Goreyca and

plan.

According to Bucci’s opinion, the prosccutor's
theory was flawed, and Koplan was aware of it. To
pulrsduo a flawed theory was misconduct, the judgo
ruled.

Specificatly, the prosecution was wrong to argue
that Hunt's mative for attempting to kill his son
was to kecp information about his affair and the
out-of-wedlock baby from his wife.

The judge's opinion notes that Hunt's wife told
Clinton Township Police she was awaro of her hus-
band’s affair and the child. Kaplan was — or
should have been —- aware of that information.

“Tha court reminds the people that a prosccu-
tor's duty is not merely to convict but to seck jus-
tice,” Bucci wrote.

When discussing the allegation Friday, Kaplan
was atill angry, “The defense had every bit of infor-
mation I had,” he said, “The defense had the police
reports, they had everything [ had.”

Kaplan insisted he would never pursue a line of
prosccution not based on facts and information
available to both sides,
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of theYe ar”

Named after inventor and Nobel Prize winner Guglielmo
Marconi, the National Association of Broadcasters
awards its highest radio honor to WJR as
“The Legendary Station of the Year”
and to Paul Harvey, “Paul Harvey News & Comments” as
“The Network/Syndicated Personality of the Year.”

The WIR News Department has earned an
impressive number of honors and awards this year.
Among these is the most prestigious
“Peabody Award,”
earned by Rod Hansen for his work on
“Blind Justice: Who Killed Jammie Fray?"

At the national convention in Los Angeles, WIR News
was awarded the “Edward R. Murrow Award” by
the Radio Television News Director’s Association
for investigative reporting.

WIR ... Still The Best!!!
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