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Farmington Hills firefighters honor their own

B\' Wn.um Com'/m‘

Farmington Hills firefighters
had a lock back at their nccom-
plishments for the past year at
the department’s 12th annunl
recognition banquet Nov. 1 at
the William Costick Center.

Fire Marshall Steve Hume
was named the department’s
Firefighter of the Year and sev-
erul other firefighters and Farm-

0 am, -

ington Hills police officers were
also honored.

“This is n special pleasure for
me because Steve took me under
his wing 19 years ago when 1
started here,” Chief Richard
Marinucci said of presenting the
award to Hume,

Hume has received many
awards, unit citations and com-
mendations. His leadership of an
arson investigation of a house on
Quail Hollow that was set in
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December of 1995 helped police
in solving the death of two
Farmington Hills women. Two
men are awaiting trial on mur-
der charges for that arson.

“Steve knew something wos
wrong,” Marinucci said. “He
wouldn't give up even in those
cold days of December.”

Hume thanked the chief but
gave credit to the many firefight-
ers and police officers who took
part in the investigation,

“I think the chicf is being a lit-
tle too generous,” he said, “This
investigation was really o group
effort.”

Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi wel-
comed the firefighters, friends

ing the department and the
response the public gave to the
campaign for a public safety mil-
lage that passed, 2-1.

“Four montha before the elec-
tion it was touch and go,"
Vagnozzi said.

Chief Marinucci presented n
slide show with notable inci-
dents from the past year.

Lt, Tom Shurtlcff, the depart-
ment's training officer, said tho
department has had little attri-
tion in recent years, which has
ndded to the experience and
overall response time,

The completion of the depart-
mcnts fifth fire station, and the

dition of mare full-time fire-

and family to the bangquet, prais-

fighters, will also enhance that
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reaponsa timo.
Thcm were soveral other hon-

rees:

l Firefighters David Moriarty,
Max Anthouard, Robert Picard
and Community EMS techni-
cians Mark Burger and Bruce
Plaisior were honored for saving
the lifo of a 27-ycar-old woman
in respiratory arrest on Jan. 27,

M Firefighter Charles Dexter
and Hills Police Officer Mike
Meiater recoived life saving
awards for responding to a
report of a 14-month-old baby
whe was not breathing on Feb.
10. the baby made a full recov-

ery.

M Firefighters John Wells and
Bruce Belsky, and Scott Huf-
nagoel and Dan Przeworski of
CEMS were honored for saving
the life of a man, 77, whose
heart had stopped at his resi-
dence on Nine Mile on March
26,1996,

B Fire Marshal Steve Hume
was given a certificate of merit
for the arson inveatigation of the
Quail Hollow fire in December of
1995, .

® Lt. Mike Garr, Battalion
Chief Don St. Clair and Inspec-
tor Dennis Hughes were given

-l
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certificates of merit for their
school assembly program to
teach youngsters about fire safe-

ty.

B Lt. Shurtleff and Firefighter
Stephen Biebel were honored for
the “Project Fire Safety™ pro-
gram that used two houses,
being removed from property
whero the new fire station is
being build, in a multi-media
and public education ovent on
fire safety,

W District Chief Robert
Rebtoy, Capt. Lee Panoushek
and Farmington Hills Police
Officors John Markey and
Michae!l Fluhart were honored
for their efforts to remove a fire
victini from his trailer at the
Flamingo Park Trailer Park on
Nine Mila on Dec. 7, 1995.

M Inspector Coroy Bartsch was
received a certificate of merit for
his work in organizing the fire
department’s open house on Oct.
8 this year, attended by more
than 4,000 people.

B Earning unit citations for
their work in removing fire vic-
tims from a house on Quail Hot-
low on Dee. 19, 1996 were Lt.
Mike Garr and Firefighters Todd
Salloy, Shelly Hall, Kevin Coop-
er, Brian Gnilison and Patrick
Murphy. -

For their investigation of the
same incident, Firofighters
Larry Hendenun. 8t. Clair,
Hughes and Farmington Hills
Police Detectives Patrick Comini
and Ronald Shankin received
unit citations.. _--

M Firchighters Richard Cray,
Michael Kish, Stanley Barnes,
Tirothy Noseworthy, Moriarty,
Picard and Kathryn Baker
reccived unit citations for

ding to a roll over
on Jan. 26 where a victim waa
pinned under a vehicle,

8l Fircfighters John Wells and
James Neufeld received unit
citations for their work in rescu-
ing three people from a vehicle
that had been hit by a truck on
March 4 on the northbound 1-275
ramp to eastbound 1-696.

# Capt. Richard Levine, Fire-
fightors Kennoth McLaurin and
Darin Jeszke, and Bruce Plaisier
of CEMS recoived unit citations
for their responsé-to a suicide
attempt at the Clarion Hotel on

arch 8. -

W Diatrict Chief Joseph' Schor-
nack, Fircfighters Norbert Lep-
panen, Marie Schroeder,
Kathryn Baker, Kish and
Neufeld, and Sgt. Gregory
Gl Ai : i)
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fighters Ben Vaughan, John
Kastran, Kathryn Baker, David
Feichtner, Todd Hommi, Ken
McLaurin, James Prieskorn,

Kish, Rebtoy, Henderson,
Bnrtsch, George Baker, Mlkn
field, Gerard A i

Sally, James Etzin, Michael
Haase, Craig Lindsay, Murphy,
Gerald Reigle and Hume.

B Unit citations for responding
to a gas lonk cansed by a car
crashing into a senior housing
facility and causing the ovacua-
tion of 100 seniors went to
Hume, Lt. Thomas Yakes, Sgt.
Davo Chrisco, Firefighters Stan-
loy Barnos, Dexter, Hommi{,
Moriarty, Peter Poortner,
Charles Rollins, Joffrey Strock,
Lt. Dennis Atkina, Lt. Cray,
Kathryn Baker, Michael Craw-
ford, Gregory Fyffe, Richard
M:ller, Neufeld, Prieskorn,
Schroeder and Genry Tudball.

B Sgt, Jeazke, Firefighter Don-
ald Alati and Hills Police Offi-
cers Thomas 8hivak received
unit citations for responding to a
drowning victim at the Citation
Club Apartments on Nov, 2,

Station 1 firefighters won an

award for the first station com-
petition at the Oct. 6 open house
where firefighting teams compet-
cd in events including an obsta-
cle course, confined apace crawl
and carrying a dummy,
Battalion Chief Don St. Clair
was named tho earcer firefighter
of tho year, 8t. Clair, who has
beon active in fire prevention
efforts and the departments edu-
cational skita to achool studonts,
has been named the new Station
6 battalion chief.

Station Fircfighters of the
Yenr were James Noufold from
Station 1, Gerard Antoniotti*’
from Station 2, Derick Smith
from Station 3 and Stephen
Bicbel from Station 4.

Observer Roporter
Blll Coutant was recognized for
his reporting ofi tho department.
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