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County finance committee approves pay hikes

* ’ . MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 1996

Patterson ‘miffed’ that directors excluded from increase

Y PAT M UIIPIN
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Oankland Executive L. Brooks
Patterson — like ather elected
county officinls — is scheduled
te et n pay hike next yenr,

But that didn't stop Patterson
from visibly demonstrating his
annoyance with the county
board’s Finance and Personnel
Committee for refusing to grant
salary parity to so-called “second
tier” managers.

At’its meeting Thursday, as it
was winding down budget heor-
ings, the finonce committee
approved pay hikes for elected
officials — including those tak-
ing office Jon. 1, — and al} of
the county's nonunion work
force, about 60 percent of the
4,313 work force.

The pay hikes must be
approved by the entire county
board, probably at the Dec. 12
meeting as commissioners wrap
up the budget for 1997,

“It wans a long meeting,” snid
chair Sue Ann Douglas, R-
Rochester. “But we got a lot
dene.”

Among the accomplishments,
Douglas said, are:

W Approving the 1997 budget
nt $442,113,621

Comparisons with the 1996
budget — $492,118,610 — are
not appropriate, according to
budget director Robert J. Dad-
dow, becnuse the county is
changirig its fiscal year. .

Fiscal 1997 will end Scpt. 30
instead of Dec. 31 because the
county is adopting the financial
cycle used by state and federal
agencies, Daddow anid, Oakland
pruvmusly used the calendar

The 1998 budget is tentatively
set ot $538,772,822. The
increase, Daddow said, is pri-
marily attributable to higher
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Bving from paycheck to paycheckd
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expenses Oakland will incur
because of MORC (Macomb-Oak-
land Regional Center) for mental
health services.

B Approved pay increases of
3.5 percent for department heads
and nonunion employeea

The increase is comparable to
pay hlkcu granted to unmmzed

Definitely,” said Daddow. “It’s a
matter of principle.”

The executive inherited a situ-
atien under which some director-
ghips were paid more than oth-
ers, the budget manager snid.
Those lower-paid directorships
were loosely called “aecond tier”

under their r
contracts, said Douglas.
L] Approvud 3.5 percent pay
hikes for elected officials, County
commissloners received n 7 per-
cent increase, but Douglas said
the inerense was comparable
because it was calculated for twe
years (1996 and 1996) when
other county employces received
pay hikes, and commiasioners
did not,

Patterson was visibly miffed
when commissioners refused to
approve parity for seven posi-
tions — thae circuit court admin-
istrator, the manager of the
Parks and Recreation Commis-
sion and five directora on the
executive’s staff,

P

“I assumed Mr, Pnu.enmn was
miffed,” snid Dou-

i
The exccutive has repeatedly
tried to make the salaries com-
parable, said Daddow. “But com-
missioners have repeatcdly
refused.” .

Douglas said

W 'l assumed Mr.
Pattorson was
miffed. He walked
out and slammed
the door...
foudly.’
Sue Ann Douglas
Oakland County
Commissioner

In other action Thursduy, the
finance ed

The Caklond County Commission has recommended a 3.5% pay incroase for
county clected olficlals, This Is what the projected pay hike would look Iike:

Tme | Team 1996 Pay 1997 Pav

COUNTY { 4 ycore $117,792 $121,015
PROSEZCUTING
ATTORNEY 4 years $101,817 $105,381 .. |
SHERIFF | o years, | $90,646 $93,818
CLERK/ {40 ars $90,645 $99,818
TREASURER | o ycars $90,645 $93,818
DRAIN 4 oare $90,645 $93,818
County | oy s $23,468 $26,111
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are willing to consider pay cqu:-
ty for the positions in question,
“but not at this time.”

That's the problem, said Dad-
dow, “Commissioners arc always
saying ‘not now".”

To say he was miffed is an
understatement, Patterson said
Friday, “like saying the Hinden-
burg had a not-so-good landing.
“I'm angry beeause of the disdain

glas. “He walked out and
slm'nmed the door . . . loudly.”

The committee approved 3.5
percent increases for the posi-
tions in question. But it did not
approve the slightly higher
increases requested by Patter-
son.

“Was he (Patterson) angry?

show toward my
staff.”

The exccutive said his “second
tier” directors had worked hard
and had, in fact, saved tax dol-
lars through' their efforts.

“It would have cost about
$36,000 to grant equity. Com-
missioners are soying, in effect,
they're not worth it.”

but decided against reducing
the pay for prosecutor,

“This would have been the per-
fect time to bring the proseeu-
tor's snlary in line with other
elected officinls like the sheriff,
clerk, treasure and drain com-

" said C:
Charles E. Palmer, R-Clawson,
who suggested cutting the prose-
cutor’s salary.

“I've wanted to do that for
some time,” he said, because the
prosecutor doesn’t have any
more responsibilitics than other
elected officiala, “But nobody
picked up on my suggestion,”

The idea was dropped after
other commissioners ignored the

suggestion and went on to the ’

next item of business,
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