let'sv remodel

Do-it-yourself? Here’s a test to see

Homcowners are presented with
three choices when they are unhappy
with the design of their current home:
remodel, move or grin and bear it. If
you choose to remodel, the question will
be whether to hire a professional con-
tractor of do it yourself. Before you do
decide to do it yoursell, take the follow-
ing quiz to determine if you really are
the person to do the work,

# Do you enjoy physical work?

" MICHIGAN REMODELING
ASSOCIATION )

turers will send you installation instruc-
tions before purchase to determine
whether the product will meet your
needs. The instructions outline all the
steps involved in installation and can be
an excellent guide to determining the
skill levels required.}

¥ Is this a job you can do completely
by yourself or will you need assistance?
If you need assistance, what skill level is

M Are you p and p ? Do
you have reliable work hnbns, meaning
that once the project is started, will it get
finished?

B Do you have all the tools needed
and,. more- importantly, the skiils

. required to do thejob?

® What quality level do you need for
“this project. Are your skills at that level?

@ Do you have the time that will be
required to complete the project?
{Always double or triple the time esti-
mated for a DIY project, unless you are
highly skilled and familiar with that
particular project.)
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Upgrade your old home heating system with a new
Energy Efficient Carrier furnace from Bergstrom’s.

You'll really warm up to the savings! Call today!

BERGSTROM'S

HEATING = COOLING = PLUMBING
Serving Your Cowmunity for Moee Thy J Generations

30633 Schoolcraft ¢ Livonia

(313) 522-1350 (2

Open: Mon.-Frl. 7:30-6:00 Sat. 8- 4

= (313) 722-2253

@ Will it matter if the project remains
unfinished for a peried of time?

B Arc you prepared to handle the
kind of stress this project will create in
your family relationships?

# Have you done this kind of work
before?

B Do-you know all of the steps
involved in the project?

® Have you gotten the installation
instructions from the manufacturer to
determine whether this is a project you

still want to undertake? (Most manufac--

é BROTHERS

“The Furnace Man”
35820 Van Born » Wayne

Open: Mon.-Frl. 8-5

e

lved for your ? If you need
a professional subcontractor, do you
have access to a skilled labor pool?

B Are you familiar with your local
building codes and permit require-
ments? (Some jurisdictions require that
the work be completed by a licensed
professional in order to meet code. It is
better to check these requirements
before beginning work on the project.)

® What will you do if the project
goes awry? (Most contractors are wary
aboitt taking on a botched DIY job, and
many just won't.)

W Is it safe for you to do this project?
(If you are unfamiliar with roofing or do

not have fall protection restraints, you
may not want to venture into a roofing
job. Similarly, if you know nothing
about electricity - leave it to the profes-
sionals. Some jobs can have fatal conse-
quences if not performed correctly. Your
health should be the primary concern,
Never enter into a DIY project that could
jeopardize those.)

8 Will you be able to obtain the mate-
rials you need and who ivill be your
source of supply?

H Are you attempting a DIY project
to save money? Have you looked at all
of your costs, including the cost of mate-
rials, your time and the tools you need
to purchase.

W If you are trying DIY for the satis-
faction of a job well done - can you
ensure that the job will be “well done”?
Will you be able to afford to redo any
unsatisfactory work?

If you answer “yes" to more than half
of these questions, you might altempt a

See Remodel, page D11
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finish. Retail $ 849,

CHEST

Sale. ...

Open Sunday 1:00-5:00
Mon., Thurs., Fri. :30-9:00
Tues., ch., Sai, 9:30-5:30

=

TAIL dacounts ranachrers

“ene ‘Ww&u':ymmﬂ

Ercaded ¢ Offer hot val «\wﬂo«
romotonal dacasd

wth Aty GO pr

Great gift ideas thar add \varmlh and hmuly 10 any home

BLANKET STAND

Cherry, Tawney, Washed
Whiie or Foresl Green

Sale.., 389°%"

4 JEWELRY/LINGERIE

Clserey ar Oak finlsh.
Relail $624.95
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20292 Middlcbelt, S. of 8 Mile ¢

(810) 474-6900 ..

by BUTLER

9%

CONSOLE P
TABLE &
MIRROR

Cherty or
Ouxk flnksh,
Relall $304.95

Sale 1997 |8

LASSIC

INTERIORS
FURNITURE

Livonia
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