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On the Job: Michael Szeliga of Sanit-Air checks hose.

Cleaning company

BY RENEE SKOGLUND
Statf Wilter

Dirty ducts. We all have them. Just turn on
your air conditioning in the spring or your fur-
nace in the fall and get a whiff of - gasp! — mold,
oreven worse.

Connic Morbach, president of Sanit-Air, a
commercial and residential duct-cleaning and
indoor air sanitizing company in Troy, has
raised duct-cleaning to a science.

In addition to clcaning ducts, Morbach, who
hasa master’s degree in hazardous materials
mmgemcm, analyzes air cultures brought back

{ members of her ten-person crew., Working
closcly with an experienced micro-biologist, she
looks for mold sporas. If she finds them, she rec-
ommends treating the homeowners’ ductwork
with ozone,

Ozone, a three-atom form of oxygen, s pro-
duced by exposing air to an electrical charge or
ultra-violet source. It's been used in Europe as
an air-sanitizing agent for over 100 years, “It
removes the nukﬂem m.’lh:ﬂal that creates mold
gmwlh, said Morbax

B e o only for severe cases of
(onlnmlnallnn, such as the aftermath of a flood-
ed basement, “It's not a substitute for duct clean-
ing,” she said. “Only len percent of the homes
mqmm ozone. It's a remediation for contamina-

Allcrgy suffcrers often benefit dramatically
‘from a duct cleaning and the installation of a
"UV-C light, a ultra-violet gcrmh:(dal air probe
that sanitizes the alr 24 hours a

" Jean Knight of Westand had 2 severe allergy

problem before contacting Sanit-Alr. Other com-
panics had cleancd her ducts, but her allergies
persisted. Sanit-Alr recleancd the ducts, includ-
ing the main trunkline in the basement, some-
thing.the other company didr't do. Then they
installed a UV-C i

ihe regulta have been fabulous. This lady
(Morbach) has come info my house almost ever
week testing air. inside and outside. Let me tel
you, I haven't had any mold allergies since the
UV-C light was installed,” said Knight. “It will be
very good for people to know about this. Michigan

used to be covered with water, My allergist tells
me we have lots of mold problems here.

On the hunt .
People are often surprised at what comes out
of their ducts. Morbach's crews frequently find
animal skeleions, pup cans, sandswiches and
. “In an average home we remove 10 to 15
pound9 of debris. It's often construction debris,

(.hunks ulcarpchng and drywall.”

 if yoni e  smoket, you can be sure your

P dirty.
wetk, nllnwulg llutants to cling
ek e ot husband siorod Sanit-Alr
i years ago at the suggestion of her father.
He had had his home's ductwork cleaned and
suggested his daughter pair her education in sci-
ence with duct-cleaning. Morbach and her hus-
band, who were looking to start their own busl-
ness, liked the idea.
Gofore wd knew {1, we were o full-ledged
Mo

Morbach believes her company’s suceess

- Nicotin i olly and fines duct-

Before and afier: Photos taken before (far leff) and after
the Iob show how dirty the ducts had been.

Cuiture study: These micro-
scope slides of show cul-
ture taken from an air duct
before and after a clean-
ing.

gets down on dirty ducts

comes from hunting down the source of the
problem. “What sets us apart from other compa-
nies doing similar work is that we don't just
show up, clean your ducts and leave.

“Undet certaln circumstances, this approach
can actually esacerbato the problem, spreading

T i e T c5em b symptoms and
physial inspection suggest the presence of ce-
, our first priority is to take air sam-
pl(- Caltores fo identfy the specifi paltutants
and mlero-organisms hat may be prose
Sanit-Alr recently moved its offices Hrom ihe
Morbachs’ home to a commerclal site. “When
oi've grown from the size business we were
1 year to what we are loday, s o eal pain
operating out of your home. We were cating,
slecping and living in this company,” sald

M ymSann -Alr serviced five jobs a week.
This year the company docs six a day. "W
could'do more. We ust ordered a thi s
said Morbach.

Sanit-Alr services the entire tri-county arca.
Prices for a routine ductcleaning are based on 2
home's square footage. A cleaning for 3 aver.
2g¢ 200-square foot home wourd be $290, A

ouse Sanitizing,” which requires lm: B

e occupants leave while the air is treated wil
ozome, coss bermoen S200.ama $400 I adiion’
10 the duct cleaning. Installation of a UV-C light

requitcs 2 ducted air-conveyance system and Safety,assessment company that Helps healthcare
facilities, commercil office hulldm&s, manufse-
turin; plants and rescacly

Mczhach also
Compli

owns Environmental
and

“STAYe Pl
Collecﬂng Michael SZGI:?O of Sanit-Air works with collector bags.

Brochures on duct-cleaning, ozone sanitization
and UV-C light saitzaton are nv:llnblc by con-

mpliance

Solutions, an

mply

Solutions at (810)&!794440
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