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Crochet  partners
there is a group of peo-
ple who enjoy doing cro-
chet and are involved in
various charitable pro-
Jjects using their erochet
skills.

Users can find out
about Crochet Partners
without joining the E-
mail discussion group by
visiting the group’s Web

EMORY

DANIELS Site ut httpidiwww.
na /~shefog/cro
chot/CP.htm).

Some partners do crocheting for Habi-
tat for Humanity. There is a pattern for
n door hanging available ot o Web site
that partners can download and follow.
The group asks people to make the pat-
tern and donate it to their local Habitat
for Humanity. The finished product is
then hung on the door of new homes
built by Habitat just before the new own-
ers move in.

One of the major charities the partners
love to support is Project Linus, It's
called Project Linus because Peanuts
character Linus epitomizes the love of
blankets.

Project Linus started on Christmas
Eve 1995 when an article appeared in
Parade Magazine, “Joy to the World,” by
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worksmart from page B9‘

Worksmart programs moro cost effec-
tive for everyone, said Dore.

The idea to catablish dozens of loca-
tions that can network with one anoth-
er to meet clients needs originated at
Worksmart’s hendquarters  in
Rochester, New York. They saw the
debut of all 22 of their branch effices
nntionwide in September.

ey took 18 months to organize the
iden and gather experienced manege-
ment consultants interested in piloting
their own Workamart branches around
the country,” explained Dore.

Here in Michignn he and his partner
Greg Mass’ bonst many years of experi-
ence in the consulting nnd manage-
ment fields. The duo also has several
amall local consulting firms willing to
provide trainers for programs should
the need arise, said Dore.

“Wo own our branch but we are gov-
crmed by Workamart International in
Rochester,” ndded Dore,

The New York based Werksmart has
a rescarch and education group that
designs four new programs for the
branches to offer clicnts every quarter.

In addition to generic programs
Worksmart provides an opportunity for
clients to have programs custom
designed for their employces.

‘The format can be changed to suit
the compunics area of concern and to
nddress specific issues they want to sce

Helping out: Cr ting Partners at

Eddic Adams. The article i

smail child going through intensive
chemotherapy who got through the treat-
ments with help of o security blanket.
After reading the article, Karen Loucks-
Baoker decided to provide homemade
security blankets to Rocky Mountain
Children's Cancer Center in Denver and
Project Linus was born.

There is one Project Linus coordinator
who tells participants what color scheme
the current afghan is. Then several peo-
ple make granny squares and mail them
to the coordinator who then sews them
all together and donates them to Warm-
up America which in turn donates them
to the homeless.

But most of Linus projects involve
afghans for children. Linus is really quite

not afford the time or money to donate
an entire handmade afghan, but they can
afford to do several granny squares.

I received an E.mail form Karen
Loucks-Bnker who is the founder and
national coordinater of Project Linus.
Loucks-Baker tells me that the project
now has about 70 chapters which have
delivered more than 2,600 security blan-
kets to seriously ill children nationally.

Right now there are two Project Linus
chapters in Michigan, one in Ann Arbor
and the other in Grand Rapids with the
ossibility of a third chapter starting in
id, Mich,
he Project Linus coordinator for
chigan is Amie Flexner of Ann Arbor.
Onlifiers who are intercsted can contact
‘Amie vin E-mail at kittycat@
phoenix.org. Uscrs also can leamn more
about Project Linus by visiting its
national Web sitc at httpi//members.

a neat project because many people could |

http:/ | www.nas.com/ ~shefog!

crochet !/ CP.html participates in several charity projects.

sol.com/blankots or by sending an E-
mail inquiry to Prjctlinus@saol.com.

Amic shared with me an anecdote
about a man in Reed City, Mich., who
haod read an article in Annie's Attic's
newsletter about Project Linus. The gen-
tleman from Reed City has a neck injury
which hos affected the feeting and use of
his arms for the lnst few years. To keep
his arms form ntrophying, he has cro-
cheted afghans upon afghans, and given
most of them away.

After learning about Project Linus, the
Reed City resident donated several blan-
keta which passed them on to the chil-
dren at Mott's Children's Center. So it
looks like Michigan’s fourth Project
Linus chapter might be in Reed City.

Ancther charity the Crochet Partners
are involved in is Caps for Kids. Thisis a
project where partners make caps for
kids whose parents can't afford them - a

ibution that is inlly i
during these winter months. (f am fold

good using the Internet. So I've included

a link to the group in the “fun places to

go” arca of my home page at httpJ/ocon.
/- /4 hi html.

line,
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MEL charities help

The Crochet Partners, of course, is not
the only group on the Internet support-
ing charity. Donna Wair, the librarian at
Vanderbilt University, recommends
onliners take a look at the Social Tssucs
& Socia) Services section in the Michigan
Electronic Library which can all be found
in the Non-Profits section of the Social
Issues collection. Go to http/mel.lib,
mi.us/socinl/SOC-noprofit.html,

The Michigan Comnet at this sitc has
a listing of local charities and items they
neced for the poor during the holidays,
Whea you reach Michigan Comnet, con-
nect as a guest and click the “You Can
Mae The Difference” button.

The MEL charity page links to groups
which provide information on charitics to

there alsa is a group which does blanket
for homeless animals, but I'm feeling a
tug on my leg with that one.)

help duals make

when maoking charitable donations.
Among the links are those to: Council of
Michij dati National Chari-

Another partner is heavily i d in
Navy Relief and haos recruited others to
her couse. Anyone who contacts their
local Naval office will be given enough
yarn to make a baby layette. The volun-
teer then makes the layette and donates”
it to the U.S. Navy.

The layettes are given to young ser-
vicemen and servicewomen who are hav-
ing a child and may nat be able to afford

much,
I think Crochet Partners is o neat
group which is doing a lot of positive

ties Information Bureau; Guide Star
Navigating the Charitable Universe; the
National Center for NonProfit Boards;
and the Philanthropic Advisory Service

“provided by tho Botter Business Burcau

among severa) others.

(Emory Daniels may be reached via E-
matil at emory@oconline.com, Past
columns are archived on-line at
http:1 loconline.com ! ~emoryd/archive.h
ml.) .

trained in, soid Dore.

When 10 employees of Ross Controls
in Troy recently took part in two scpa-
rate Worksmart seminars Plant Mon-
ager Ernic Remondini was very
impres .

The Ross staff members attended o
two day program entitled Smart Talk
that offered up tips on communication
in the work place. A second program
called Smart Solutions discussed prob-
lem solving issues.

'he seminors were very thorough
with a lot of detail,” snid Remondini,
who has nttended lots of similar pro-
grams that weren't nearly as informa-

tive. “They oxposed you to a lot more
techniques and even though we mny
not uso them nli at least wo were intro-
duced to them.”

The idoa of having employees at
another Ross plant in Georgia intro-
duced to tho same programe without
the expensc of sending a consultant to
the location also impressed Remondini.

*One of the things we wanted to try
was holding a program here and then
having Worksmort's Atlanta location
provide the samo training to our plant
in Georgia,” ho said, “Wa liked the fact
that we knew it would bo the samo
seminar with the same information
and just a different person teaching it.”

Arranging a duplicato program for
Roas' sister plant is just whut Warka.
mart is all about, said Dore. The n
of clients with multiply locations can bo
addressed during frequent conference
calls held between all the Worksmart
branchea.

Owners of the offices nationwide
often shore strategics, nssess how pro-
grams are going and conaidor whot
other things can be done to meet their
clients needs, said Dore.

Currently busy warking to get the
word out nhout their new business,
Dare said the next item on the Works-
mart agenda is a globalization work.
ahap for a client in Januory. The one
doy program will teach people how to
deal with internntional business prac-
tices by telephone ond computer.

hopes to have 200 locations in the
United States. In the meantime Dore is
nnxious to address the needs of his
home state.

“There's tremendous patential for us
here in the metro-Detroit arca,” said
Dore. “We'd like to got the hig three
accounts af course and thero ore many
three tier supplicrs in this area that we
cauld service well, And I mention man-
ufacturing companics but we aren’t
limited (o that at all, Qur programs are
uscful in service companics too.”

Fran kl i n from page B9

topics from counting money to
understanding the Federa! Reserve
System to Customer Service. All
positions in the new bank are filled
by students who serve their fellow
clasamates each Tuesday and
‘Thursday morning.

tasks themselves, Students were
required to apply for the positions
and were interviewed as part of the
learning process. Once selected,
they received training in the specific
skills necessary for their position.
Enthusiasm for the new branch
!-uxanl.n‘s s‘r.rong'. Students can open

“It's wonderful for the students to
directly apply their k ledge to a
life skill as important as banking,”
Ms. London commented. “We are
very excited to have a bank branch
on campus. Franklin Bank has been
wonderful to us."

Michigan National Bank began a
branch at the school last year, but
chose not to continue it. The school
appronched Franklin Bank earlier

this year due to the bank's conaia- ~

tent invoivement in the community.
Franklin Bank President, David
Simon, has two children at Birming-
ham Covington Schoal. .
Representatives from Franklin
Bank now oversee the branch opera-
tions each Tuesday and Thursday,
but the students perform all the

a gervice not
provided by Michigan National, and
can make deposits or withdrawals of
any size. They even have their own
ATM cards which Franklin Bank
provides at no charge. Two students
are currently preparing to take the
branch to the next level of sophisti-
cation by setting up a software pro-
gram to computeriza the branch,

“There is-an. important link
betweon what goes on in the schoals
and the community,” commented
Franklin Bank President David
Simon, “Qur new branch is an
opportunity to get involved in a
vaoluable learning center right on
campus. It's one of the ways we can
give back to the community.”
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