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Vikings capture county title

BY JiM TOTH
STAFF WRITER

1t's still n couple of months
away, but state meet compati-
tion will have to go a leng way to
top the exci ted by

B __ WRESTLING

Adams, it opened it up for every-
body,” McBride said. “Troy came

nrea wrestling teams this week-
end on the mats of Troy High.

With individual fame, as well
as team supremacy riding high
over the twao-day tourney, some
224 wrestlers managed to lift
suspense to a feverous pitch for
the prestigious affair. With team
supremacy about to take center
stage, Walled Lake Central
senior Derck Vos stepped into
the limelight by scoring a nail-
biting 4-3 decision over Scott
Labrie in the finals at 171
pounds and give the Vikings
their first Oakland County meot
chnmpionship in school history.

“This was really exciting,”
beamed Central coach Carl
MeBride after watching his
Vikings outdistance the runner-
up Colts by n margin of 185.5 to.
181.5. *I don't ever remember
such a close finish here. Sure,
last year we finished second, but
we were 101 points behind
(champion) Clarkaton.”

This time around, in one of the
most closely contested tourna-
ments, the Wolves scttled for 8
third-place showing with 176
points. Novi placed fourth with
168 and Walled Lake Western,
Rochester and Holly tied for fifth
with 143 points.

“I knew it would be tough with
teams like Novi, Troy nnd Clark-
aton, but without Rochester

from here to make a charge.”

The Colts, who two weeks ear-
lier settled for a runner-up finish
at the annual Eccentric tourna-
ment, maved into title con-
tention with a perfect three-for-
three performance in the finnls.

Senior Adam Adkins led the
finals charge with an 8-2 deci-
sion over Pontiac Contral’s
David Flores at 276 and conclud-
ed when Brian Kretschmer stuck
Rusa Thompson of Walled Lake
Westorn in tho title tilt at 162,
In between, 136-poundor Scott
Lemoy registered a 6-0 decision
over Brian Thomas of Lake
Orion,

“Thero was a lot of talk about
other teams, but we showed
them Troy bolongs with the
other big guys,” beamed first-
year Troy coach Sam Amine.
“My goal this time of ycar is to
prepare the guys for Battle
Creek and what happens in
February. I think we turned
some heada over how well we
wrestled.”

Amine praised the cfforts of
his three champions, saying
Adkins “was very impressive,”
Lomay “shocked everyonce™ and
Kretschmer enjoyed “one of the
best finnls.”

“ think we should have done
better as a team,” said
Kretschmer, who ran his season

mark to 8-0 with his stick of
Thompson. “We lost some points

early, but' in the finals wo just

got togeter, said a prayer and
got everyohe going.”

With Kretschmer's-heroics
already down on the scoresheat,
Vos knew that eithor he or team-
mate Jerallo Parks (189) needed
a win for the Vikinga to reign as
champions. Vos took matters
into his bwn handa when he
staved off Labrie.

“I have'nine seniors on this
team and'l knew for us to com-
pete with these teams we had to
have senior leadership,” McBride
said, “We got that from our three
captains [(Voa, Dan Aubry,
Randy Morgan). They pushed
everyone else to do their jobs,
They kopt pveryone motivated.”

Thoey weren’t the only ones
motivated. Several area
wrostlers indicated the impor-
tance of this meet toward the
rest of the Beason.

“This meet is very important
because it shows me what I can
do against some pretty good

t4." said Rochest

senior Mike Kramer, who ran his
season total to 11-0 with a 5-0
win over Ed Wenzel of Royal
Qak Dondero in the finals at
125, *I had never won QOakland
County or oven placed. I was just
determined to do it this time. 1
knew I could achievo it.”

“It's always been a goal of
mine to win this because it's the
biggest tournnment of the year,”
snid Western's Steve Atwell,
champion' of the 119-pound

weight class. “If you can win and
place here, peoplo start looking
at you to get secded the rest of
the year.”

“Oakland County is one of the
biggest beforo districts,” echoed
112.pound champion Daryl
Dawe of Troy Athens. “It puts
you in position for tho rest of the
year. Even practices intensified
four times as much this week ns
we went strictly conditioning. It
mndz a difference for me at the

end.

Other Eccentric-area champi-
ong included A.J. Grant and
Ryan Mick of Clarkston, Richard
Kuzma of Racheater and Kirt
Rushlow of Auburn Hills Avon-
dale. Grant (103) gained a tech-
nical fall (22-7) over Ryan Parks
of Central, while Mick (130)
slipped paat Jacob Champman of
Hazel Park, 1-0. Kuzma (189)
claimed a §-4 triumph over
Parks and Rushlow (215), the
meet’s MVP for the upper weight
classes, needed 2:30 to stick
Novi's Jon Talbat.

Taka Watanabe (140) of Novi,
gained the MVP for the lower
weight clnsses on the strength of
his 18-3 slamming of Athens’
Kovin Bastianolli.

Getting back to Rochester
Adams, coach Pat Milkovich's
Highlanders were prevented
from competing in the tourney
because of too many wreatling
datea in one week. The High-
landers, championa of the Eccen-
tric tourney, were expected to
contend for the top apot.

BY C.J. RIBAK
BTAYY WRITER

There is one thing that must
be understood about Nikki
Johnson, the Schooleraft Col-
lege women's soccer conch for
tho past three seasons,

She'd rather play than stay.

In other words, Johnson — a
standout as a player at Livonia
Churchill, Schoolcraft and
Siona Heights — liked conch-
ing. But jn trying to compare it
to playing . . .

“No, not nt all,” was her
anawer.

“I coached for three years,
and I enjoyed it,” she said. “But
it’s time to move on. I'll still
play the game, but 1 prabably
won't coach anymore.”

There was never any doubt-
ing Johnson's ability as a play-
er. Going up against the best
teams in the NJCAA, she com-
piled a three-year record of 27-
23-4, including a trip to the
NJCAA Tournament in 1996,

Which ia what Johnson, who
made consecutive trips to the
NJCAA Tournament as a play-
er with SC, calls her coaching
highlight.

*“Juat making it to nationals
last year, then losing to Monroo
after being shead of them by a
gonl with two minutes leRt,” she
said, recalling both the good
and the bad in her three-year
tenure.

Johnson resigns as
S’craft soccer coach

Johnaon was Nick 0'Shen’s
assistant, but when O'Shea
took the women's coaching posi-
tion at Oakland University,’
Johneon stepped in for him at

SC.

Her SC team was 11-7-2 her
firat season, then wont 10-8
lnst year before recording n 8-B-
2 mark thia past scason.

She seea no relief in regards
to SC's troubles. “It's really,
really tough to recruit girls to
Schooleraft,” sho said. *It's real-
ly frustrating.

“And now, with Eastorn
Michigan, Western Michigan,
Michigan, Michigan State,
Toledo, Onkland and U-D all
having tcoms, it's just going to
get that much tougher.

“If someonoe could solve that
problem — rocruiting — it
would be great.”

Johnson won't be the one to
attempt.it, however. “There’s
pomething I've got to do,” she
cxplained, “like pursuc a full-
time career in another ficld,

“(Coaching) is just not what 1
r./;mt to do for tho rest of my

ifo."

SC athletic director Ed
Kavannugh said the coaching
position has not been officially
posted. But several people have
expressed interest in the job,
like former SC standout Tim
McCarley and men's assistant
coach Derek Williford.
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OAKLAND COUNTY WRESTLING STATS

3TTH ANNUAL DAKLAND COUNTY
'WRESTLING TOURNAMENT
(Dec. 20 and 21, at Troy High}

{EAM RESULTS: 1. Walled Lako Central,
185.5; 2. Teoy, 181.5; 3. Clarxston, 178; 4.
Nowi. 68; 5. Walled Lgke Wastern, 143.5; 8,
{ue) Rochoster, Hoily, 143; B. Hazel Patk,
137: 9. Roysl Ook Kimball, 122.5; 1C. Troy
Athens, 119; 11, 5; 12. MU
ford, 99; 13, Barklay, 97; 14, Aubuta Hills
Avondale, 90; 18, South Lyon, 79.5; 36. Pocr
fiac Centeal, 77; 17, (1ie) Blrminghem Sea-
holm, Blsmingham Groves, Lekaland, Orchatd
Loke 5t. Mary'n, 75; 21, Blshop Foley, 74; 22.
Oxford, 73; 23, Royal Oak Dondero, €9; 24,
\Waterfard Mott, 65; 25. Waterford Kettering,
59; 26, Onk Park, 55; 27. Madison, 48; 28.
Ferndale, 45.5: 29, West Dioomfeid, 44; 30,
Pontisc Northern, 41; 35. North Farmington,
40.5; 32, Bloomfie!d Mills Andover, 40; 33.
Farmington, 39; 34, Ortonville-Brandon, 20;
35. (tio) Bloomfietd Hills Lahser, Farmington
Hairison, 23; 37. Clawson, 10: 38, Southfleid:

Lothrup, 12; 39, Southfield, 10.

INDIVIDUAL RESULTS

278 82 1. Adom Ackina {Troy} decic
sloned David Flores (P. Canteal)., 82; 3. Ove
Adoms (Holly) plnned Josh Heltseh (WLT).
1:27: 5. Joe Yutkunas (Lotheup} planed Dovid
:13.

LA (Clarkston) technical
(all over Ryn Parks (WLC), 227; 3. Marcus
Randolph (Onk Pork) technical fall over
Shawn Baker (Athons), 16-0: 5. Dan Jiige
{Novi) dec. Jim Exchbrecht (Loke Orion), 53

112: 1. Dary! Dawe (Athens) dec. Kevin
Neusndorf (Laketand), 5-3: 3, Nell Durbin
(Kimball) dec. Steve Simon (Groves), 3-1: 5.
Scatt Richmond (North Famingion) technlcal
181l aver Quong Dinh {Troy), 17-2,

239: 1, Steve Atwall (WLW} dec. Ryan
Tyler (5t Mary’s), G-3; 3. Marlo Bastlanelly
{Athens) dec. Mutt Rose (Rochester), 30, 5.
Jasan Amoll [Mittord) major daclsion over
Angelo Vivio (Kimball), 10-1.

126: 3, Mike Ksamer {Rochester) dec. Ed

wonzel (Dondero), 5-0, 3. Andre Esplno
(Foley] dec. Richia Hicks tHolly), 13105 5.
Dave Ziemann (Clarkston) defoutt aver Brot
Murptry (West Dioomfield),

130: 1. Ryan Mick (Clarkston) dec. Jocob
Chopman (Haze) Parky, 10; 3. Leany Chilstott

(Novl) mojor decislon over Druce Cournoyor -

(Madison), 140; 5. Ed Campoel) (Mott) dec.
Ryon Woggonee (Troyh, 40,

43B: 1. Scott Lamay (Troy) dac, Brien
Thomas {Lake Grlon), G-0; 3. Joson Tlafen-
back (Clackatan} dec. Bead Hillsid
(Rochester), 5:3; 5. Aaron Nopier (Hazel Park}
dec. Chuls Davidson {Osford), 40.

240: 1. Taka Watonabo (Novit major detl-
sion over Kevin Bastionelll (Athens), 16-3: 3.
Jan Snylor (Avandalo) dec. Charles Jaoger
{Formington), B-3; 5, Randy Morgan {WL Cen-
tral) dec. Eddia Dewsit (Northom), 4-0.

1 Justin Torres Holly) major decision
Wilston {Hazel Parkl, 13-1; 3. lyoc
Fakhourl (Tray) mojot declsion over Bod
Buyso (Kimboll). 30-4: 5. ANGy Auten (Clark-
ston} default over Justin Lambert (Mitford),
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182: 1. Dslon Kresichmer (Teoy) plnned
HAuss Thompson (WL Wostom), 2:49; 3, Mike
Tutner {Holly) declsioned Eugene Kozlol (WL
Centrall, 52; 5. Nick High (Kimball).

160: 1, Skip Decker (Novlh cecisloned Bl
Viallace {Avandale), 7-5; 3. Shane Kem (Lake
Oilon) declsloned Corey Vos (WL Central), 6
2; 5. fason Ware (Grovas) cecisloned Scott
Roane (Seaholm), 4-1.

471: 1, Detrek Vos {WL Ceattal} decisioned
Scott Labls {Clarkston), 4-3; 3. Daa Thomp:
200 {WE Western) pinned Mark Laidiaw (MI)-
ford), 3:50; 5. Brandon Whitbread {Troy) deck
sloned Chad O'Brien {Lake Otlon), 32,

18%: 1, Richard Kuzma (Rochaster) docl-
sioned Joroda Parks (WL Centeal), 54; 3, D. J.
McCarthy (Teoy) declsioned Matt Miller
(Athens), B1: 5, Andy McDonald {St. Mary's}
pinned Nota Plecho {Novi), 0:32.

218: 1. Kint Rushlow {Avoadale) pinned Jon
Tolbot (Novl), 2:30; 3. Steve Kelly
(Rochoster) pinned Ryon Buchzsiger {Fetn-
dala), 0:53; 5, Maty Fortune (Lake Orlon}
pinned Deshon Potts (P, Centeal), 0:57.

B OCI(S from page C1

finals.

Briggs said current timing
devices do not take into account
the differences in the size of an
athlete.

Falee atarts are clectronically
dotermined at international
meets, such as the Olympics, by
a system that takes measures on
amount of forward force.

Different athlctes come out of
the blocka at different anglea
with different force, Briggs said.

“We're tying to get Omega (the
afficial Olympic timer) to look at
this,"” Briggs said.

And he has plenty of presti-
gious company in his bid to
improve starting technology.

Gail Devers, the 100-meter
Olympic sprint champion in
1996 and 1992, and Canada’s
Donovan Bailey, will join John-
son and some other world-class
track athlctes early next year in
South Carolina where Briggs
will experiment with the new
blocks.

“There is always politics
involved,” Briggs said, “but I
think the athletes arc aceing the
benefit.”

‘0
Q\ g\
‘I

<y con

Ignore Jack Frost

When Jack Frost nips at yoLu' nose, this R
parka will keep everything else warm. Its
Columbia Interchange System™ lets you

zip in a liner. Then you’re protected by 3
the weather-resistant shell and a Perfecta p)
Cloth™backed MTR Fleece™ liner. B

Makes staying warm a snap...
or should we say a "zip.”

“INTERNATIONAL

Columbia

. Adapt to the

X I? . . .
ditions zip, Zip.
‘When teeth-rattling cold pounces on
you, the Columbia Interchange System™
lets you add an extra Jiner at the speed
of zipper sound. Then your protected

by the weather-resistant shell and a
Perfecta Cloth™backed MTR flecce™
liner. Not to mention, a front storm flap
and draw cord hem. Makes staying
warm a snap...or should we say a “zip.”
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