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throughout the year. Colbert’s instruc-
tions arc clear and methodical; plant lists
are extensive. Lats of color photographs
illustrate various designs. A source list
for supplies and plants is helpful.

“Bonsai Survival Manual: Tree-by-tree
Guide to Buying, Maintaining and Prob-
lem Solving,” Colin Lewis (Storey,
$21.95), gives the low-down on this
ancient craft.

Lewis, an expert bonsaiist, makes it
look easy, with detailed illustrations and
script. The species profiles of 5¢ popular
commercial varictics, each with a photo-
graph, take up much of the book. I espe-
cially like the succinct information on lhc
specific requirements of cach one. If bon®
sai interests you, buy this book before
you invest in your first plant.

Written by a “team of experts,” “The
Ultimate Plant & Garden Book,” edited

sonal calendar of chores and ideas is
quite extensive and useful as are the cul-
tivation guidelines.

In “Creating a Garden” (Macmillan,
$35), Mary Keen, a prominent garden
designer, shares her experiences of trans-
forming a neglected garden at her new
home In the Cotswolds.

“With the (garden) that is part of your
life, commitment can be total,” she
writes,

“It could take years, but in thc do]ng
ofit, you should be ... inp

etable seeds and medicinal herbs in the
19th century.

These dried herbs, oils, medicines
and extracts were sold throughou! the
country. By studying the plants and
reading the works of “botanists” and
“root and herb” doctors, they knew
which plants to grow and how to pro-
cess them,

The gardens were very neat and con-
tained all manner of crops. Their manu-
als, written for the public, included gar-
dcn practices in order to have repeat

The book details how she married the
landscape with the house and incorpo-
rated fruit trees, vegetables and hcrbs,
hedges, shrubs, p jals and
into the scheme of things. There is a
whole bed of hellebores in the kitchen
garden border! Changing paths and steps
and other hardscapes such as a terrace
was accomplished to add di and

by R.G. Tumer Jr. (Crown, $50), I
more than 2,000 plant descriptions and
2,200 color photographs.

Information about planning and
maintaining a garden to visiting plants
growing in the wild is here; the majority
of the boak is encyclopedic in style. All
kinds of plants imaginable are described
~ annuals, perennials, shrubs, trecs,
bulbs, grass, ground cavers, vegetables
and herbs, fruit and nut trees, indoor
plants, vines, orchids and more. The sea-

focus to the garden,

Keen's explanations of why and how
gardens were designed and plants cho-
sen ate sensible advice. The pictures will
inspire those with enough land to copy
ideas. The section, Tricks of the Trade,
explains the nitty-gritty.

“The Shaker Herb and Garden Book,”
Rita Buchanan (Houghton Mifflin,
$27.95), is an account of their successful
business of growing and sclling veg-
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. Descriptions of herbs and
other plants, especially those gathered in
the wild and-how they were used, is an
interesting story-A list of Shaker com-

munities and their l{ving history muse-

ums is included.

Before you travel to England, the

book, “Kew” by Ray Desmond (Royal
Botanic Gardens, Kew, in association
with The Harvil Press, London, $40),
gives a detailed historical account of this
famous garden. It is distributed here by
Harper Collins.

Marty Figley is an advanced master gar-
dener based in Birmingham. You can leave
her a message by dialing (313) 953-2047 on
a touch-tone phione, then her maitbox munt-
ber, 1859,
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- Growing

plants ’ropic,:of
falk at Jan. 8

club meeting

Marlene Uhlianuk will draw from
wide experlence to talk about growing
plants and which plants to grow when
she speaks to Troy Garden Club at its
meeting Wednesday, Jan. 8.

Uhlianuk and her husband offer an

and I selection of herbs

and other perennials at thelr Coon Creek

Farm in Armada, They are regulars at

Royal Oak and Pontiac Farmers Mar-
kets.

The club megting will take place
noon to 3 p.m. at the Troy Community
Center, in the Civic Center complex
directly behind City Hall at 500 W. Big
Beaver. Refreshments will be served at
noon, Guest donation is $3.

For information, call Barb at (810)
879-1393. _
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PREMIUM SOL)D OAK

Top ‘O The Line 7 Pc Dining Set - Table extends to 8 feet!

FAMILY OWNED
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Compare ar $2999/

This beautiful solid ouk set features a huge 427 x 607 Ok table with two 18" leaves, which extend
1t ta 96" (both store In the table for convenlence). Table has a tough lquid reslstant Anish and six
stusdy solld oak Cariina Hoopback chalrs ane lso fncluded, Table has a 5 yewr manulactures's
wamanty and cach chair has a 10 year waranty. This table wiif become a family hefrlcom! We
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