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A panel of architects at the
Nntional Association of Home
Builders show earlier this year
concurred — houses built during
the next five to 10 years will
enhance our quality of life dra-
matically.

“The architects agreed that the
biggest single factor impacting
design will be in how technology
chungeu the space needs in the
home,” said Gilbert “Buzz™ Sil-
verman, autgoing prcs:dnnt of
the Building Industry A

M ‘I think even In newer
subs, people wlll go to
smaller lots. It's cost.
And people buying now
don't want to get a rid-
Ing mower and spend all
day Sunday mowibg the
fawn.'

Stuart L. Michaelson,

president of Stewart Homes

tion of Southeastern Michigan.

Silverman is a third-gencro-
tion residential builder with
offices in Farmington Hilla,

With the option of telecommut-
ing to work expanding, people
will nced dedicated home office
space with appropriate tele-
phone, fax, modem and computer
services.

While this will create a more
fluid workday with less rigid
lines between professional and
personal lives, it will also affect
the usc of space in the house and
family dynamics,

In addition, people are looking
to the home to be their center for
entertninment. Many houscs will
have medin rooms with sophiati-.
cated sound and video Bystems
built in or retrofitted to suit the
owners. |

Art Gerish, o Plymouth-based
residential buxldnr, sces several
other ch when 1

see more of that,” he said.

“Qunlity of matcriale. For insu-
lation, now you can get higher R
factors in smaller apace. I can
seo codes changing not to allow
magonry (fireplaces). The;
totally energy inefTicient. Si
on exteriors = we're looking for
new materials,” Michaelson snid.

“Fhere may be n push to build
where infrastructure already
exits,” he said. “Detroit. Look at
Royal Oak, Huntingten Weods. I
think people will buy in older
neighborhoods.

“I think cven in newer subs,
people will go to smaller lota. It's
cost. And people buying now
don't want to get a riding mower
and spend all day Sunday mow:
ing the lawn,” he said.

Michaelson alse wonders
whether a ready supply of
skilled trad will be avail-

his crystal ball.

“I believe houses will just be
modestly downsized ... by five
percent,” he said. “I have 2 sense
we're going to sec inflation
again, not the precedent like
1982 and ‘83 when it was 20 per-
cent. One way of controlling
costs is to reduce the size of the
hause.

“Can you live in a family room
15-by-22 any better than 13-by-
207 Or even the master bedroom.
I don't think those sizes are
quite nccessary,” he said.

Gerish suspects that two-
story-high ccilings will be Jow-
ered to save heating costs and to
ense maintenanca. He-also
believes that plastics will be
more in vogue for interior trim
finishings and gradually replace
coppor piping.

Stuart L. Michaelson, presi-
dent of Stewart Homes in Novi,
alao sees technology's influence.

“There will still be a push to
make them more efficient, like *
Smart House. I think you will

able to meet residential building
needs a decade from now.

“Life-cycle housing is another
trend in home design,” Silver-
man added, “Many pecople are
maving less, and they want their
homes to grow and change with
them as they go through differ-
ent stages in their lives.”

For example, a builder may
offer a house with three bed-
rooms today, but he'll give the
new owner the option to finish
an attic or garage area as needed
to accommodate a new child or o
parcnt that comes to live with
the family.

Other houses will be placed on
a lot so that there will be plenty
of room for an addition of a fami-
ly room or sitting area, and the
owner can sce the plans for that
addition when purchasing the
original house.

This will also help when the
owner wants to sell since the
fluor plan is flexible and can
mect the needs of many poten-
tinl buyers.

more technological amenities in houses of the future.

In addition, the space above
the garage can also be flex apace
for Jater additiona such as an in-
law auito or home office,

Garages are increasing in size
to on average of threc berths
both to accommodate more vehi-
cles in the houschold and to pro-
vide more storage

said.

For example, many new cus-
tom houses come with book-
shelvea built into the dining
room so the aren can be used as
a substitute home office or study
area when not needed for formal
cntertaining. .

Looking ahead: Architects and builders anticipate giving more attention to spatial relntmnshtps and mz.'ludmg

‘The architects nlsn called for
all-season rooms in a finighed
to allow for
arcas for exercising, hobbies and

other projecta.

The rooms will have light
shafts from the ground level to
allow for natural lighting, floors

designed to cushion an exercis:
er's feet and specialized storage
for tools and hobby supplics. -
The architects also forecastn
decline in the uge of closets and
a greater use of furniture such
as chests and armoires to hold
clothing and personal items.

space.

“We will sco more
féatures designed for
cnsunl entertaining
such as front perches
and expanded .
kitchens and family
rooms, with formal
areas like dining and
living rooms becom-
ing multi-purpose
rooms,” Silverman
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uxury is e/[ttainable
at; R,vm(’mt Condominiums

NEU HODELS UNDER
CONSTRUCTION

Westlande noct exsitip gparlecty & wekip fir yoo!
A ctandap tradlive of sl saestrastion, Rarteorsst
Chrdivins sl fou gt e pl, st on
612 NEWBURGH RD, o Zhnes hecvams, et fliom extes, Ly cam ctlscked
parcpes and ok moms prica dfrom S759,900

Open dafly 11-6 p.m. i
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WESTLAND COLONIAL
Imagine yoursell In a 1430 5q. ft. Colontal
which features three bedrooms, 24 baths,
formal dining room, & Jarpe master sulle,
dramailc celiings & much more. All
saning at [ust $139,900. A must for
anyone considering new Construction.

313-326-2000

Looking for New Construction? Lock No
More! This affordable 1240 sq. ft. 3 ready
bedroom, 2 bath bl-tevs? offers a 2 car
garage, larpe living & dining ateas. Flnish
the lower & have more than 2000 llvable
£q. fr., all starting at Just $119,9%00, Call
now, Only 1 Avallable,

WESTLAND Bl-I.EVEL

WESTLAND RANCH
This 3 bedroom, 2 bath ranch, Is nearly
10 move Into. You'll find yoursell
amazed with this casy Nowing floor plan,
with 115 cathedral ceilings, lage Kiicken
& formal dining
This one complete sells for $133,900

Toom. Come take & look.

35015 Ford R
Westland, M[ 48185

Its ‘A Breeze To Commute
From 5000 Town Center.

luxury condominium at 5000 Town
Center. The best amenities. The best
views. The best floor plans. Breeze in
soon. [t won't take long to get there.

alk about convenience. 5000
Town Center is the only

condominium residence

Tocated at the confluence of 1-696,
The Lodge and Southlietd Expressway.
(Its where they all come together.)
Getting to and from home will be the
eastest thing you do all day. Heres
something clse that’s easy. Owning a

Complimentary valet patking (or mode! visitors.

Sales Center apen daily 10 a.m. 106 pm.

Sunday Noon ta 5 p.m. and by appointment.

Located at the corner of Evergreen Road
and Civic Cenler Drive at
Prudentlal Town Center, tn Southfickd.

And it won't
take long

to make up
your mind.
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One, two and (hrte lmlmom multiple
bath homes from the *70’s to the *190%.

-~ 5000 TOWN CENTER

Private Residences

5000 Town Center ¢ Southficld, Michigan 48075
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