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What kind of help does the city of Detroit need?

The realm of
the architect
extends much
further than
Jjust buildings.

Looking at the
condition and
situation of
Detreit 1 am
sure that most

N STEVEN

architects in the
SIVAK metropolitan

area have com-
ments, and theo-
rlcn about how to save the city
pnd what its problems are.
¢+ I would like to offer my two
;euts on the situation. My hope
is that this article might be read
by those whase jobs it is to salve
theae problems.
+ 1 approach the isaucs and

prablems of Detroit having both
grown up in Southfield and hav-
ing spent 16 years in a variety of
other cities including Berkeley,
Calif., Milwaukee, Princcton,
N.J., BostonlCnmbridgu. New
York City and Seattle. Most are
extremely livable and are places
that people want to live in. They
are plnces that people live in and
enjoy themselves in.

They offer variety, they grow
and prosper and in so doing they
ereate neighborhoods that create
differing places to be. Seattle
and Boston are great examples
of this. Even the more humble
arcas are still proud and pol-
ished. Seattie, for example, has
lots of free activities, o groat
parks systom, good restaurants
and a salid and successful indus-

try to keep the cash flowing.

‘This, howevor, is Detroit. Lot'a
compare it to another Rust Bolt
city, Cleveland, which, I under-
stand, has dono a mmnrknblu job
of renovating itself.

I find the recent wave of large-
scalo projects in Detroit to be
funny choicea for a city so in
need of so much. The fundamen-
tal need is jobs that pay middle-
income wages so that stable fam-
ily structures can be rowoven
into the city.

With these kinda of jobs, an
economy can be created that
takea such wages and buys goods
and services, which then trickle
down and create prosperity
through an entire city. Salaries
buy clothing, which then creates
income for those employcea who

buy any number of goods and
aorvices from othor vendors.
Those jobs will create cash flow,
which will onable residents of
the city to renovato their housca
and neighborhoods, Real jobs
form the very basic level of pros-
perity for a city and region.

The misguided thinking began
in the "70s with the construction
of the Renaissanco Center. Basi-
cally a walled-off introspective
high-rise, which stole a majority
of ita tenanta from other build-
ings in the city.

Although much more benefi-
cial to the ¢ity, the dunl stadiums
aro similar in their negative
effects to the city. How so? They
aro merely entertainmont, and
the users of the stadiums merely
drive in on the freeways, buy a

fow dogs, pay for pnrkmg and
then get in their cars and go
home, No neighborhoods have
been ereated; the jobs that are
available are low poying service
Jjobsa, and did the atreets get any
safer for this huge undertaking?
Idoubt it.

Sure, stadiuma in a prosperous
city are great and form part of
the aura and youth vision behind
any large ity in America. Imag-
ine Now York wit'.ous Yankee
stadium - it just does not seem
to be American, I am sure the
stadium will mako ail kinds of
monoy for the state and certainly
for its jnvestors, but the drive
from Woodward from Jofferson
will be as depressing, scary and
downright pathetic ns ever.

Following this line of thought

would mako one wonder nbout
the logic of Engler's proposed;
car-racing venue for the State
Fairgrounds - ngain enteruum'
ment and nothing more. -3 “
The casino issue is as bad, Hut?
1 agree with the Mayor Archer:
that it is better to have the caah
remain in Detroit than wind u}l
in Windsor, =

Steve Sivak is a licensed arch
tect in private practice and
adjunct professor of arvhmctum-
at Lawrence Technological Uni--
versity in Southfield, He special- .
izes in well-crofted ren'dcnll'a!:
and commercial architecture and::
can be contacted at (313} 769-.
8502. i
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