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Yes on bond issue

Area needs what money will provide

¢'re convinced, The Rochester
w school establishment (and some

of its powerful friends) has won
us over.

We're snying: Vote YES on the Rochester
Community Schools' $112.5-million bond issue
on Tuesday, March 18.

Yes, it's a costly proposal, We gulp and
swallow hard when we hear how much educa-
tion costs these days. And this new bond issue
is being preasented just 14 months after dis-
trict voters said no to a $110 million proposul

it. .

There are strong arguments for renovating
the existing two high schools, Although
improved 11 years ago, Rochester High School
is an overcrowded mess right now.

And Rochester Adams High School has
some shocking deficiencies. When Adams stu.
dents stage a play, the boards they trod usual-
ly are at Rochester High. There's no suitable
auditorium at Aduma How could this go on
for 25 years?

Early on, the Eccentnc urgcd the school
lved in selling the

‘When the new amount was
said to ourselves, “Well, voters said no to $110
mill, what makes those schoolies think voters
will approve $112.6?"

But after listening to all the arguments for
and against, it scems to us that this $112.6
million will buy a whole lot more than the
$110 million would have.

And we see a real need for what the addi-
jonal funda will supply: Badly-nceded renova-
tions to existing buildings, including the two
high schools; addition of a third high school;
technology improvements; and o new servico
center.

Hey, let’s be honest about it. This is
Rochester, the most populous district in Oak-
land County, or close to it. There are some-
thing like 13,000 youngsters to educate.

The kids are here now. Many more are an
the way,

The Rochester area is, we think, the quin-
tessential bedroom community. Things may
have changed in other towns (and perhaps
they're changing here, too), but the nuclear
family reigns supreme in Rochester.

There will be a need for a third high scheol
28 northern Rocheater Hills and southern
Oakland Township are seeded with subdivi-
sions, We hope there will be funds to operate

bond isaue to the public, and quit preuchmg to
the choir,

We nsked that officials themselves reach
aut to the community, show the need, answer
honestly all questions.

Well, after this short, hectic campaign, we
have to say that we're impressed with the
school eatablishment efforta.

We would have Jiked to see more “reaching
out” by achool officials to the legion of no vot-
ers, That didn't happen. Maybo it was just too
much to ask.

However, officiala dld enlist the help of
some well-} of theb
community (some of their names go back
many decades in this community), and those
people may just turn the trick this time.

People with names like Pixley and Criss.
man can dissolve a lot of the distrust so many
voters have when it comes to the public
schools.

1t has been pointed out in one recent Eccen-
tric opinion column that this bond issue would
cost the owner of a $200,000 house an addi-
tional $240 more a year in taxes, or 66 cents a
d

ay.
That just doesn't seem like a lot for what
the community is getting.’

We cover the preps, not the pros

w_that wo pubhsh on Snnduy, we
should add Detroit's p

N to w! we cover, s0id 8 ¢ailer, puwh
hat ' ]

ucknowlndgcd we do a fine job covering high
school sports in Ookland County.

Since the metro dailics serve up their biggest
sports section of the weck on Sunday, I felt that
suggestion deserved a reply insofar aa why we

“+stick to locn! prep and campua athletics ns well

as local recreation and fitness features,

Sportswise, our mission is to be community
based. It's not our intent to duplicate what the
dailies do — extensively cover the Lions, Tigers,
Red Wings and Pistons. There'’s no way we could
match that level of coverage publishing only
twice a weck. Miss o Fridny-night baakétball
score and we hear about it. No reader over
complained about the lack of a Pistons score in
our paper, )

Nor do we think our renders expect us to cover
the proa at the expense of local varsity athletics
in the Clnrknton Onon Oxford, Rochelter,

y. Bir Bl d Hills,
hield Bloomfield, Farmington and
Walled Lako achool districts or at the private

tennis, Andover's Mike Lane in swimming and
Athens' Tim Storch in soccer, They're not looking
to us for the latest on the Red Wings' Scotty
Bowman or the Pistons' Doug Collins,

The Lions and Pistons are based in Oakland
County and many of the top coaches on our pro
tenms live hero. So we may do stories about the
implications of professional sports on the local

and parochial high schoals in our -age areo.
Birmingham Groves competing against Bloom-
I‘ eld Hills Lahser in swimming, Rochester play-
ng Troy Athens in volleyball or Clarkston play-
ing Southfield-Lathrup in basketball grab O&XE
‘headlines, not the Tigers playing the Red Sox.

" . The Lions dominated the nows last fall with

*speculation about Wayne Fontes' impending dis-
~.missnl but we stayed home to cover Walled Lake
Western winning the stata high school footbull
, title in Class AA. The Pistons are

! ‘at tho playoffs this year but wo're sot to folluw

‘Beverly Hills Detroit Country Day’s run in Class

entertal t dollar or personality profiles of
the coaches or players. But you won't find box
scores of Tiger games or game stats for Pistons
star Grant Hill.

Beyond the props, we report on campus sporia
at Oakland University in Rochester Hills, St,
Mary's College in Orchard Lake, Oakland Com-
munity College’s various campuses and Michi.
gan Christian College in Rochester 3

We also cagerly seek out scores, stats,
unncuncemenu and features from local adult

fon leagues, wh the
lport. Am.} wore u!wuyn interested in the latest

B hxgh school basketball'a March Mad
's Bloomficld Hilla And 1997
state utlu in hoys awimming, Bloomﬂeld Hills
Cranbrook-Kingswood's 1997 stato title in boys
ice hockoy. Bnrminuhnm Mnrlnnl 1996 utnto

girls bask Bir
Brother Rice's mw titles in swimming the last
four years, Rochester High's state titles in com-
potitive cheerleading the last three years, Birm-
ingham Seaholm's 199a state titles in girls soc-
cer nnd ing, Troy High's 1994 state foot-
ball chompionship, or Rocheator Adams' 1995
and 1996 runner-up finishes in the stato boys
baseball tournnment, our readers can bank on
reading all about it in their hometown Eccontric,
Ag wo seo it, readera oxpect to rend ubout

hi ds like F

“John Harrington or Birmingham Brother R:col
Al Frocassa in foutbull. Marian's Mary Lillie
Cicerono in bosketball, Lahser’s Jan Espor in

and fitness buffo
who have excelled in anonymity.

In short, our sports sections are meant to
exude poraonalitios of their own about your
g-{enda or neighbors, not mirror what the dailies

If you have a laint or
about our sporta or rcc pages, please send me o
note by fax (810-844-1314) or mail (Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers, 805 E. Muplo. Birming-
ham, MI 48009). Please specify which O&E edi-
tion you typically read. Our goal is to fulfill youx'
oxpectations, too — not just ours.

Bob Skiar iz managing editor of our Oakland
County editions. He storted out at the O&E near-
ly 26 ymu ago covering, what else, but high
school sport,

This week in history, as reported in past
editions of the Rochester Eccentric:

10 YEARS AGO — 1982

The Food Tray owner Ray Brinker sued
the Rochester government for $1 million in
circuit court, charging the city with falae
arrest, harassment and denying his right to
a spcedy trinl in connection with a signage

dispute, The dispute was later resolved.

410 YEARS AGO — 1287

A 30-year-old Rachester man was chi
with attempted murder in the shoutm of
T after an ar nbnut nuue-
cleaning. Police arrested the man after a
neighbor living in the same duplex rep

| OAKLAND WATCH |

QUESTION:
Who's going

*Kontucky, no

It's

doubt about It,

Don Ward
Rochester Hills

We asked this
quaestion at the
Northflald Com~
mons shopping
center at
Crooks and
South Boule-
vard in Troy.

cold up there and
they have noth-
Ing better ta do.’

Y.
Thay're 8 good
team with coach-
Ing ond tradl-
tion." Lorl Pah)
Bill Worthen Troy
Rochester Hills

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

‘The right choice’
am ono of the middle-of-the-road voters
you said you wanted to hear from about

the bond issue. Since I am the mother of two
children in Rochester public achools, I have
spent some time leariing about and deciding
how to vote in this election.

1 like the bond issue becnunn it would fix
the ding, the pk
and the lack of cqunl facilities in our high
schools, I know the high schools are over-
crowded now. I personally have seen kids set-
ting on steps and even on the floor to eat their
lunch because there are not encugh seats
available.

1t is almost imposaible for our kids to safely
walk the halls when classes change. Both
schools are nlso old, have incfficient heating
and il y , and have inad
electrical syatems. These things need to be
modernized and made more efficient to reduce
the costs of operating our schools.

Both high school hu.ﬂdmgu also need to be
brought into li th the
Wuh Disabilities Act nnd with Michigan

ta for safe swimming pool depth.
And I believe each high schoel should have
equal facilities. The students at Adams High
School deserve their own auditorium.

I alao like the plan to put better technology
in all the schools and to have equal technology
in every achool. I think all children need to be
exposed to and learn how to use the moat mod-
ern technology available 0 they’ll be able to
function effectively in a rapidly changing
world. I also think connecting the buildings in
a wide area network will save the district
money because because now they bus kids
from one school to another for somo classes.

My two biggest reservations about voting
for the bond issue are whether there really is
going to be enough growth to justify building a
third high school and about the cost of operat-
ing a third high school. Some people say the

- district has overestimated the growth of the

school age population.
The bond

are good.

T don't know which group is right. I know
our two high achools are already overcrowded
now, 8o I have decided arguments about
future growth arec irrelovant. Also, I don't
think the fact that our high schools were just
a8 overcrowded 10 years ago as thoy are now
is a valid reason for not fixing the avercrowd-
ing problem now.

say their

The cost of operating a third high schoolis -

a bigger obatacle for me. The school district's
own estimate of the cost of running a third
high school is about $1.7 million, and that has
to come out of tho operating budget.

In the last school bond election, the achool
board and bond proponents said those costs
were too high and the district couldn't afford

it. Now they arc saying they will come up with
the money by snvinga generated by more mod-
ern efficient systems in the updated achools
and by making budget cuts in other areas.

Again, I don't know which position is right.
But I have decided that forcing the adminis-
tration to become more cfficient and really
look at cutting the budget is probably a good
thing, I really don't care if Rochester has two
high achools or three, but since the votera
turned down expanding the two we have now
in the last election, I'll go along with building
a third one to fix the overcrowding, inefficien-
cy and parity problems, “

Personally, I wish I didn't have to cast a
vote to raise my taxes, but I will vote for this
bond issue. I think it is the right choice to get
the best educational facilities possible for my

| sons and for all the children in our schools.

Diane Stricker,
Rochester Hills

A no voter

A sking for a larger bond amount this_

yenr after it was rejected just a year

ago is nonsense. Does it take & new bus
garage, a new high school building, and reno-
vation of two existing high echool buildings to
better equip our young people for thefr
futures?

As n Rochester parent, with seniority in
regards to Rochester School Bond issues, I can
assute you that the bond money being asked
for will be just the beginning of more funding
that will be asked of us to support the new bus
garage and upkeep of the existing hish school
buildings.

With the student population holding
steady; theae buildings will be wasted as the
city p and the student popu-
lation decreases, It seems like the school
board thinks that the citizens of Rochester
have an endless income,

Most of us are middle class, and want the
best for our children, However, the best does
not have to be new, The committee behind the
bond issue already has ample funding to
advertise (signs) all over town about the bond.
This money seems to be ill spent, as it could
be used for the very purpose it is being wasted
on.

I encourage all Rocheater voters to vote no.
Perhaps the board might then know that the
Rochester votors would rather use the 68
cents per day being asked of them for their
children’s future. It could be saved for college
tuition.

The renovation of education (books, teacher
training, learning equipment, etc.) is more
important to the minds of our young ones and
the future of our city than the building of new
schools and renovahon of exiating ones,

Susan Cee,
Rochester Hills

‘TRochester Eccentric”

* oM BAER, COMMUNITY EDITOR, 810-651-7575
‘Toa BYRD, PUBUSHER, 810-901-2537
BOB SKLAR, MANAGING EDITOR, 810-901-2563
PHILP SHERMAN, ASSISTANT MANAGING EOTOR, 810-801-2575
MARY BCOTT, MANAGER OF CIRCULATION, 810-901-2548
STEVEN K, POPE, GENERAL MANAGER, 810-901-2595

SUBURBAN COMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION

PHILP POWER, CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

JOHN REDQY, VICE PRESIDENT/ EOSTORIAL

RICHAND AQINIAX, PRESIDENT

OUR MssION: “Because we publish community newspapers, we think abaul commumty_mumalum
Y f

in a fundamentally different way than our bigger

sz to be

mdcpeudem from the stories and
iona! and then dashing off to cover

they cover,

g in to wrile the unusual or
else. We regard ourselves as both accurate

a gunshot at 2 a.m.

Journalists and as caring citizens of the communities where we work.”

— Philip Power




