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Concems on finances?
tis interesting to note that
I Hochestor Community Schools

ranksy19th out of 28 school districts in
onk]n.%d County in per pupil expendi-
tures, , T i

* Thig is considerably below tha dis-
tricts We are ] d

type of funding. : .

If you were amarter with the
money, you wouldn't have to ask for
more!

Becruso the Stato has so much con-
trol over our annual budgets, we are
keenly aware of the'need to revisit
our departmenta for improved effi-

ly comp
with such as: Birmingham (1), Bloom-
field (2), and Troy (7). Yet, while rank-
ing 18¢h in spending, we rank in the
top & ar 6 districts in terms of MEAP
scores, What this means is, wo get a
great ¢ducational value for the dollar
here. ’fhis i8 no accident, although the
value js often not recognized in our
community. During times liko these
there'tire ofton many questions with
regargs to iinance and di

For example, we restructured the
business department saving approxi-
mately $50,000, The business depart-
ment works annually on energy con-
servation, Last year we saved
$143,433.00 on our enorgy program.
‘We hope that the passage of tho bond
will realizo more savings in this area.
These savings-are folded into the bud-
get for program consideration, Wo

.1 would like to take this opportuni-
- ty to address some of the common |
financial concerns raised with regards
to the bond election on March 18;

l_\'lhy don't you pay for this out of
the Genéral Fund? | '

Rocheater Community Schools are
currently funded under Governors
Engler’s Proposal A which was Gover-
nor Eggler’s plan to structure financ-
ing away from local property tax to
. state deing. Under this flan our
. property taxes went down and the
sales tax was raised to 8 percent.
Becauige of this change some people
call this a tax shift and others, tax
reforni. Either way, we no Jonger may
ask foy mileage increases to fund our
echobls, We aro given our increased

budget process. THEREFORE, you
local property taxes can no longer be
incredbed by local election to enh
our General Fund revenues. .

W Are you going to raiso our mill-
age next?

The State took away the ability to
raiserlocal taxes to increase the Gen-
eral Fund. They still allow local achool
diatricts to ask for additional money
to ixiprove the infrastructuro,
Increased funding for necessary build-
ing froprovements, renovations, and
new-construction must be voted on
+ through the bond process, The States

doesmnot factor in growth in the Gen-
eral‘Fund per pupil allocation and ~
; thergfore recognizes the need for this

per pupil allocation through the state

also antici that funds used for
structural maintenance at the two -
older high schools will now be avail~
able for othor arcas.

Where will you get the money for
library books, technology and sporta
equipment for the new high school?

It has already been factored into
the cost of the bond. Becauss of their
shelf life, their cost is d over

aid npproach to building repairs and

- structural maintenatco.

One final thought; last year’s two
high school proposal was sclected
becausoe it could be more easily accom-
plished within the projected General
Fund budget. That ptan failed. This
year's plan, although imposing a heav-
ier burden on our projected budget, is
more in line with what the i

financed. I understand the degree to

" which atudent enroliment hos grown.

I have an appreciation of what goes on
in the classroom and how teachers
must teach to provide for maximum
learning opportunity, ’

By profession, I have worked 84
years in the information processing
industry, the lnat four years as n tech-
nology consultant to the K-12 educa-
tional i ‘

wants for our children.
Darlone Wool

I have scen ot;;'er school districts
o ad of offecti:

curriculum

ident, board of ed i
e, T

Rochast Sehool

They have enh d
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Urges yes vote
w © have a responsibility:

W To vote in the March 18 school  +

bond proposal election.

W To be well informed prior to cast-
ing that vote,

W-To evaluate the qualifications of
those openly urging a vote in favor of,
or ngainat, the bond proposal.

B To assess the overall status of tho
1 opportunity offered by the

the first savén years, not over the
twenty year duration of the bond,

& How will the district pay for all
tho additional expenses nssociated
with a third high echool?

Many of the expenses associated
with the third high school will direct-
ly impact students, offering them
more opportunities (i.e. sports, band,
clubs), The Rochester community wel-

Rochester Community Schools, and
determine whether or not this propos-
al s in the best interest of the chil-
dren in our community.

Woe need to underatand:

- M The approval of this proposal will
cost each of us some money, However,
we each cen afford our fair share! The
question is n matter of our personal
priority in the necessity to provide
Roch . "

comes that kind of expenditure. The Y witha p

Board recognizes its responsibility to  tive education. .

make necessary adjustments over the W Rochester School Facilitiea aro

next three years, to the projected bud- not when compared

get to insure those opp iticsare  other “lightt achool districts™. The

available. longer we walit to take action, the fur.
The uncertainties associated with  ther behind we will become,

State funding force us to plan more # The educational opportunity

conservatively. It is the obligation of
the Board of Education and the
ibility of the admini ion to
adjust the budget over the next three
years within the limits of the rovenue
sources and i d efficiencies, to

offered to Rochester Students today
has fallen behind the opportunities
offered by many surrounding school

ther districts have i
significantly in technology infrastrue- .
tures ing the use of modern

realize this goal. If the bond fails, the
general fund would be stressed by the
undesirable expenses that are not in
the best interest of students such as
portables, aplit sessions, and a band-

voice, video and data technologies in

instr 1 opportunitics and meth-
ods as a result of implementing state-
of-the-art technologies

' (teaching/learning tools) in the class-

room.

Yes, Rochester students need your
support if the achool facilities they
will attend are to reach a comparable
level with many of those from sur-
rounding school districts.

I am shocked by the number of com-
munications offering “a series of facts
and conclusions” via letters to the edi-
tor of this newspaper. Many of these
communications are from people
unqualified to comment accurately.

Many lettera published in the last
few weeks are full of inaccurate infor-

E. J. Hall and high school principal

r, Trebilcock each had & Y.
Trebileock had an assistant princi;
Ella Rogers, who also had other
duties — minding the assembly/study
hall in the high school and teaching*
closses. !

M. Allen ran the book store, and |
there wero a few cooks in the high |
school cafeteriz and a few janitors, |
Each grade school had a principal and
a janitor. 3 2

Students rode school busacs if they
lived moro than two miles from = !
school, H

There wero no teacher aids in thoq'o
days. That was tho total roster for the
teacher, administrative and custodin}
staff for a achool system that graduat-
ed 205 studenta from the 12th grado
in 1933, .

Tho school board met in Hall's
ofiice, and his scerotary took the min-
utes. Thero were no other administrg
tors in the entire school system.

Contrast that with the administra-
tive monstrosity we have in present
day school systems (Rochester includ-
ed), where the students nationwide
are 80 poorly educated.

New d ds on the present

mation and half-truths, As joned
nbove, evaluate the qualifications of
the pergon providing the facts as well
a8 the facts themselves,

Remember, the question is a matter
of your personal priority in the neces-
sity to provide Rochester youngsters
with a competitive education. I urge

_ your *yes” vote on March 18,

William G. Wagner,
Rochester Hills

Get the fat out

ith the school board again

asking for more bond issue
monaey, it's time to first get the fat out
of the school system with its adminis-
trative legions, At least one other per-
son has mentioned this subject in one
of the recent editions,

d d in 1933 from Calumet

all classrooms. We have not.

As a former 12 year member of the
Rach Board of Education, I
understand how our schools are

High School up near Lake Superior,

Here's a summary of the stafl at that

time in the Calumet School District.
‘The school system Superintendent

school systems are Technology and
unavoidable Government busy work.

But what is tho justification for the
rest of the school system employees
and administrators none of whom
teach closses, .

Teachers have told me that these ,
administrators add work to the teach-
ers that has no relevance to teaching,
The new school board building might
be compared to Hall's office.

I suggest a way to get at the fat is
the creation of a fact finding group
made up, not of éducators, but of the
people who the educators are sup-
posgd to serve — business and indus
try.

This group would audit the entire;
school system and suggest changes.
Money saved by such changes could
well be used to reduce the size of the
perpetual bond issues. |

Ahti Petajn,
Rochester Hills

nary one.

L_ or thosb who cape about education in
Michigan, last week was an extraordi-

n the first presidentinl address te a joiat

E?iXing education is role
for the political process .

W

ant to know where you
stand on your Rollover IRA?

‘ Take a seat at our free seminar.
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sesslon of the Legislature sinca 1807, I'rexident
Clinton urged national learning standerds,
natibnal asseesment tests and a tenfold increase
in charter schools by 2000, His remarks were
warmly endorsed by Gov. John Engler.

W'Oral arguments were heard before the
Supreme Court challenging Michigan's original
charter school law, which lower courts have
ruled constitutional.

W'The state Senate, in n straight party-lino
vote; passed a bill to eliminate the current cap
on the number of charter schools in districts
whero more than 2,000 students qualify for fed-
eraHunch program subsidies.

BIngham County Circuit Judge Carolyn Stell
inm’nef a preliminary injunction blocking
Engler's executive order transferring to state
Superintendent of Public Instruction Arthur
Ellis many powers previously held by the State
Board of Education. N .

I¢'8 clear. Education is the fulcrum around
which our politica will swing for many years to
come, .

That's . Our schools are not what they
should bfm how beat to fis: them is a fit sub-
Ject for the political procesa.

Eﬁg!m’s E tive Qrders

partisan balance 4-4, But ane of the Republican
members is moderate Republican, Dorothy
Beardmore, who has never made a secret of her

kepticism of all ideological foaming at the
mouth going on.

So last Dec, 18, just before the makeup of the
state board shifted, the governor suddenly dis-
covered that board members don’t really have
all the power they had when things were 6-2
and issued his_executive orders transferring
power to his buddy, Superintendent Ellis.

I've always been impressed when a serious
litician gots right down to it and just grabs

or
from the (voter-elected) State Board of Educa-
tion-to the (Engler-appointed) superintendent of
public instruction are particularly important, In
18 Pages of single-spaced legalese, tho orders
gut'tho board’s power to make new rules for
chatter schools, to revoke charters for failing
charter schools and to determine school profi-
ciency tests and certification standards for
teacher and administrators, -

O their face, the arders appear to violate
Arkidle III, Sec, 3 of tho Michigan Constitution,
whith gives tho state hoard, “Leadership _nng
gentral supervision over all public education
and-*general planning and coordinating power”
for-all public education. :

For the past six years in offico, the governor
wadiporfectiy content to operate’ entirely
through tho state board. His party owned a 6-2
mujority. His buddy, Clark Durant, was clected
president. Their friend, Art Eilis, got hired as
statn school superintendent. Together, they ran
a full-blown right-wing school agenda: charter
echaols, vouchors, prayer, even stock shares in
ths schoola, N

1

R |

for power, regardiess of his{o%, consistency,
ogic of the Constitution. Engler really
impressed me this time,

Looks like ho didn't impress a lot of other.peo-
le. The board voted 5-3 (including Republican
eardmore) to reject Engler's orders, A biparti-
san majority inthe House (64 Democrats, 18
Republicans) followed suit. And when it looked
as though enough Republicane were going to
voto against it in the Senate, the GOP leader-
ship adjourned the Feb. 25 scasion before a vote.

Now Judge Stell haa called a halt. Thoyll be
arguing in court about this for a long time; but
for the timo being, it looks as though Gov.
Engler, Suprrintendent Ellis and the State
Board of Education will have to do what the
Constitution says, ° - .

Phil Power is chairman of the ca}npany that
owns this newspaper. His Touch-Tone voice
moil number is (313) 953-2047, Ext. 1880.

. Reserve your space at our free seminar. Call us today.

Fidelty Seokerege Servicrs, Inc. Memmber NYSE, SIPC.

Wlen you leave a job, you're faced with a number
of decisions—not the least of which is what to do with
your retirement plan savings. The fact s, if you don't
kmow your optians, you could lose atmost half of your
eligible roltover distributlon to tixes and penalties!

AFidellty Rollover IRA may be your answer.

After all, we've been helping retirement investors for a
long time. And money management is what Fidelity
does best.

Our Fidellty Representatives in your nearby Investor
Center can conduct a free portiolio review. They
will meet with you, answer your questions, and help
you develop a retirement planning strategy to
pursue your goals. ’

A
‘. 52 Georgian Tnn
31327 Gruiot Ave.”
cuior Roseville .oty
RSVP'1-800-682-4746 &7
o S

Or, stop by your local Birmingham or Southfield
Investor Center at your convenience to dlscuss
your options.

Fidelity % Investments:

www.ﬁdelity.com

1-800-544-9797

TDD SERVICE: 1:800-845-0318 for the deaf and hearing-impalred 9 am..9 pu. BT

For a free Rnlover IRA fact kit and more letz information oo sny Pidellty mutual fund, inclodiag charges and expenses,
calt foe 8 free prospectan, Read it cerefally | you tavest or send wooey. .
Tmurres 8 3% fede s 0% early } i before age 3% Pidelty

41764001




