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Christmas in April
fosters neighbors
helpmg neighbors

BY RENA FULRA
BPECIAL WRITER

They'll target homes within
their own neighborhoods that
have sunk into a state of disre-

pair.

And when the hammers, saws,
wheel barrows, paint brushea,
rakes and pruning sheers have
idled — two dozen Oakland
County homes will have under-
gone & transformation meant to
renew the dignity, safety and
indepandenca o(‘ lho eldarly,

an|
citizens who live there,

“We don't just go in and repair.
Wo do anything we con to
improve the quality of their lifo
in that house,” snid Waterford
resident Ken Heinrich,

On April 28, Heinrich and
h of other volunteors will
offer their time and talents in
the true spirit of giving during a

tion’s Oakland County unit. “It's
neighbor helping nnighbor.
That's the fulfillment.”
Volunteers include profession-
als skilled in areas like carpen.
try, dry wall, electrical, maso.
plumbing, roofing, and vinyl
flooring. Other participants help
with food service, gonernl c!eAn-

p.m. at Milford H!gh Schwl.
“You aro so exhausted by the
‘ond of tho day, but the inspiru»
tion is so unbelievable you can't
wait to sign the application
again. It's that overwhelming,”
snid Spoor, who recruits volun.
teors whils working as the White
Lake Township treasurer,
Shirley Snook, secretary of the
‘White Lake Township building
department, joined Christmas in
April supportera three yeara ago
whon Spoor was on one of her
recruiting missions, “Bev came
down and said she needed gome-
one to clean. And I can clean,”
said Snook & White Lake Town-
ship resident. "Nobody says
thanks at home. But when you
got done there, it's 8o appreciat-
ed, They respond with tears.”
“Th 1 invol t s

ing, errond r
yard work, gardening and mis-
cellancous chorea,

onc-day home impr bl
kn;;m as “Chnatmns in April”
e

are sorted accord.
ing to shll levels und xystemnti-
cally di

fit
organization aubsists at tho local
tavel on donated materials and
100 percent volunteerism. Indoor
and outdoor renovations are
offered at no cost to needy home-
owners on the last Saturday in
April each year. Funds sre
acquired from churches, civic
groups, corporations, individu-
als, foundatfons and organiza-
tiona,

Last year, 1,300 volunteers
from all faiths and walks of life
provided the heart and elbow
grease to renovate 22 homes in
10 Oakland County communi-
ties, including Commerce Town-
ahip. Walled Lake and White

s ye:

ar's efforts Will bo '

work sites. A apecinl effort ia
made to keop group members
together on location, where
lunch is provided for volunteers
age 12 and up. Each home
undergoeing repair work is
assigned a captain and co-cap-
tain to coordinate work activi-
ties.

“And everybody wears a T-
shirt. It builds camaraderie,”

id White Lake resident Denise
Sanborn, branch manager of OH
Kent Bank and president of
Christmas in April/Oakland
County.

Projecta completed in provious
years include remodeling and
ramp-building for wheclchair

even more and touch
just 08 many communities.
“What ia so unique about
Christmas in April is that citi-
zens can gat out and help the
commuznity in one day and go
back home with no further com-
mitment,” said Boverly Spoor,
vice president of the organiza.

ibility, repairing floors
that have caved in with age, re-
conneéting homes to a water
source, cleaning, trimming over-
grown bushes and planting flow-
ers for beautification. The work-
day winds down with a “come as
you are” dinner for all valunteers
and contributora from 5 to 11

]
unbelievable,” said Spoor, who
gces that all homoowners are
prepared in advance for the day-
long ronovation of their proper-
ties. “They (volunteers) actually
develop a friendship with these
seniors and disabled people,”
Christmas in April was found-
ed in Texas in the mid 1950s,
Anq hn_l grown to lgocalme a

Org
tered in Washington, D. C. with
102 independently funded and
managed affiliates. akland
County unit was organized in
1693, and renovated four houses
the first year and soven the sec-
ond. The workload tripled in
1998 as the program continued
to gain popularity, A minimum
of 22 houses will bo rehabilitated
this year. Groups can elect to
sponsor & home for $1,600, with
40 volunteors to work the site.

d homes are d
with a yard sign bearing the
group'’s namo. Porta pottics are
loeated on all work sites.

Among this year’s contributors
of time, talents and materials
are Kirk in tho Hills Presbyteri-
an Church in Bloomfield Hills;

v, s
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BTATY PTIOTO BY LAWRENCE R. MCEXE

Londing a hand: Shirley Snook, (clockwise from left) Beverly Spoor, Ken Henrich and
Denise Sanborn are key organizers for the Qakland County unit of Christmas in
April, a one-day home improvement blitz that sends volunteers to the aid of elderly,
handicapped and low-income neighbors.
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