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Toumney Time
Qakland University’s most auccessful men's
basketball senson ever is over,
Tho Pioneora :uﬂ'l!red a 101-37 Bnﬂmck to sec-
h in

ond-secded N
the NCAA Division 11 tnumnmnnl's Great Lakes
regional final in Indianapelis, Ind.

Oakland finished the 1998-97 campaign at 23-
8 — the 23 wina broks the school's singlo-seasen
record of 21 estnblished threo other times - and
will now preparo to make the jump from Division
Il to Divisfon .~

Coach Greg Kompe's team, which earned a
fourth consecutive 20-plus win season and a
fourth straight NCAA bid, entered the Great
Lakes regional as the fifth sced. Tho Pioncers
opened laat Thureday with a 79-74 triumph over
Great Lakes I iato Athletic Conft
foe Grand Valley Suu, avenging a pair of carli-
er losses to the

Theo following night OU picked up one of the
biggest victories in school history. Senior

Kovin Kovach poured in a carcer-high 39 points .

and the Ploncers edged top-seeded and national-
ly ranked Indinnapolis, 76-72, on the Grey-
hounds’ home floor.

B The Pioneer womon made it as far as the
NCAA Grent Lakes regional semifinals before
falling to socond-sceded and host Northern
Michigan University on Friday, 66-66.

Third-seeded Onklnnd whlch was mnldng ita
fourth NCAA n
ance, trafled 33-26 at halftimo and got na clole
as 56-62 after Alyson McChesnoy’a basket with
3:12 loft.

Senlor guard Lori Young (Rochester Adams)
scored a game-high 21 pointa in her last game at
OU. Junior forward Tamika Bates added 12
polm.s and junior guard Jnmm Pewinski (Adama}
had six points and assis

Onkland (25-5), which has recnrded 10 20-plua
win acasons under coach Bob Taylor, opened
NCAA tournament play with nn 83-72 triumph
over Saginaw Valley State on Thursday ns
Pewinski was one of five Pioneers in double fig-
urea with 11 points,

Southern Indiana went on to win Saturday’s
Great Lakes regional championship, 78-87 over
Northern Michigan.

Sting reaches semis

The Troy Sting, a le ‘A’ travel ice hockey
tcam, has gained a in the upcoming Little
Cuesur’u playoffs to be held next week in Troy.

The Sting, conched by Bill Clouston and assist~
ed by Mark Wyklige, Tommy Budd, Sr. and Dan
Jaroshewich, earned the spot in tho semis on the
strength of a recent 2-1 victory over AFI Thun-
der. James Kowalski and Anton Thornquist

scored gonls for Troy Sting and Bobby Bnr]og

picked up the win between the pipes.

Olhera contributing to tho team's succeass
included Sean Bogley, Nico Kunert, Michael
Peck, Stoven Wyklige, Tommy Budd. Robby
Elchuk, Joey Jaroshewich, Kyle Edwards, Kyle
MeM&l‘mn, Adam Novack and Grant VanSlen-
brou .

Ring rumble
‘Troy Basecball Boostors, Troy Athens Bascball
Boosters and Troy Fire Explorers Poat 811 are
a night of pr ional wreatling
through the Clmmpion:hip Wrestling Federation
on March 22 at Troy Athens High Sc.honl 4333

JohaR.

The main event will feature a 20-man over the
top Battlo Rnynl O!hor matches will pit The
Qutlaws agaiust Total Annihilation for the Tag
Team titles and Skull Glantz battling
Nighthawk for the Championship Wresumx
Federation Title.

Tickets are priced at $12 ringside and $10 for
bleachers.

For ticket information, ¢all (810) 689-7615.

Coathes sought

The Troy School District is looking for coaches

to fill the following positions: head conch and
assistant coach for the Troy unified hockey team;
freshman soccer at Troy; and freshman soccer at

Also tho athletic dopnrlmnnt is secking 20
to work track for the spring

scason.

Those {nterested in either the coaching posi-
tions or working track mcets are nsked to con.
tact Troy Director of Athletics Jim Foldkamp at
{810) 680-0800.

Volunteers needed

Voluntoers are still nocded to work at aid sta-

tions and to aerve as race marshalls for the 21st
nnnual West Bloomfisld Half-Marathon, slated
for Sunday, April 20. Vaolunteers aro needed to
pass out t-shirts and race numbers at pre-race
registration, band out water along tho course,
assist runners and walkers as they navigate tho
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It wasn't a complete shutout.

aren wrestlors holding high hepea

ond’s MHSAA Individual Champi.
onships held at Battle Creck's Kel-
logg Arona, only ono grappler was

into reality.

Troy senior Adam Adkins
reached individunl heights with
two perfoect days of competition,
culminated by his pinning Satur-
day .of Grandyville opponent Jason
Fritz in the Division I finals of tho
278-pound weight class. Adkins
grabbed the area’s lono gold at 2:16
of hia championship tilt with Fritz,
a senior who entered the finals
spartinga 35-2 overall ledger.

“1 was gumg for the pin the
whole way,” said Adkins, who was
credited with two falls and two

With more than 30 Eccentric
of being tho very best at last weck-'

ablo to turn that ultimate drunm’

M Rochester’s Richard Ruzma and
. Avondale’s Kirt Rushlow grngpled their
to runner-up finishes in
enc{ 's state finals in Battle Creck. Adam
Adkins of Troy was the lone area champ.

st weck-

decisions, on muw to finishing his
aenior campaign with a 47-2
record. “This {8 the groatost foel-
ing. It ranks equal with (Troy) win-

ning a stato championship in foot~
ball.

Adkins wasn't the only area com-
petitor carrying some high creden-
tinls inta tho weekend,

A total of 10 wrestlers from
Rochester Adams, six from Walled
Lake Central, four apiece from
Troy, Troy Athens and Rochester
and two from Walled Lako Western
carned berths in Division I action.
Three from Auburn Hills Avondale
and two from Birmingham Groves
participated in the Division II
finals,

Richard Kuzma of Rochester and
Kirt Rushlow of Avendale wero the
only arca grapplers to garner run-
ner-up honors.

Kuzmn, who finished the season
42-2, sottled for second at 189
when undofeated Kylo Williamson

Locals look solid on state mats

of Roseville proved too much to
handle, Tho Rochester sonior dug
himsalf an early hole, falling
behind 7-1 after.one period.

I juat missed my opportunities,”
sald Kuzma of his final match.
“But 'm not ashamed of what I've
done. I've dono more than a'lot of -

‘others and am happy with what

T'vo achioved. Maybe I didn't get it
done for tho people I wanted, but
Y'm sure they'ro still happy.”

" Rushlow, mennwhile, fell 5-1 to

Joa Fullor of Mount Pleasant in
the finals at 215,

Scott Lemey of Troy and Derek
Vos of Walled Lake Central each
finished in third place aftor deci-
sion wins in their final matchos.

Lemay, finished 4-1 i in touma-
ment i at 136, i

- alrondy so mad you lost, you just

ranked,” Voa said. "] was Yoping to
do better than that.”

Asked whether it was tough to
get mentally prepured for the con-
solation rounds, Vos responded
“No, not at all becauss you're

waant ta go and take it out on some-

body else.”
Anger described Troy coach Sam
Amino following Brisn

Hretschmer's semifinnl match at
152 pounda, The Troy sonior was
disqualified in his got-together
with Bon Salia of Adrian after Solis
was nppnrcntly nlnmmnd to the
mat by Kre

Tho eall cost Knud\mur a shot
at the 152-pound crown. He even--
tually nemed for'fifth place with a~|

a 8-5 victory over Auran Grifhorat
of Grandville. Vos, competing at
171, won two matches before losing
8-7 to Kelly Krepps of Grandville
and dropping down to the consola-
tion finals, His day was complote
following & 9-0 whitewash of Flint

Carman-Ainsworth's Miles ~
Clement.
“I knew I waa the third best com-

ing in becausae that's where I was

18- iaion over Corey Von of'
Wnlled Lake Central”

*“We cama close to having threo |
in the finals, but beggars can't be
choony,” Amine said. *T guess if wo
keep working hard and bring more .
and more to the finals, we'll have
some more champions,”

Adame’ top ﬁnlah cemo from’
senior Richard Phillips, who placed
sixth at 135. Athens nlso received &
sixth from Mario Bastianelli (119).

|

King Richard:
Rochester
wrestler
f Richard
Kuzma
battled his
way into the
championshi
p match at
189 pounds
?e ;z_re :
ailing to
Roseville’s

e
tHiamson.
The 18-5 loss
left Kuzma
as the state
runner-up in
Division I
competition.

Adams gymnasts

take 2nd at final

BYJIM TOTH
BTArY WaiTeR

8econd beat would have to be best
this time.

With three-time defending cheam.
pion Holland having first place safe-
ly tucked away, tho beat tho rest of
the 13-toam field at Friday's
MHSAA Qirle Gymnastica Team
Tournament at Rockford High
Schaol could hope for waa sacond

laco, .

That honor went to coach Sue

Mussat’s Rochester Adams High- -

landers, who tallied a 148,86 .team
total to pu\m behind Hollnndn win-
ning 146.026.

“Secund place i8 exactly whore wo
were hoping to be,” said Museat,
whoso squad moved up two placos
from last year’a fourth-place finals
showing, “Holland is a great team.
Every! knew it would tako a lot
to boat them,

*Wa didn’t graduate anyone from

* last years mmm'lr 50 all felt the din-

half hon and the 5K run/walk

Anyone interested in participuting as a volun-
toer worker should call West Bloomfield supervi-
sor Judy Share-Vins at (810) 738-2500.

Entry formse for the race, which includes o
Kids Fun Run and a 5K olk are avaeilable
at West Bloomfield Parka and R ton, the
Town Hall, or the library. All are located at the

West Bloomfield Civic Centor on Walnut Lake -

Road, east of Farmington Road.

¢ fourth}
and didn’t want to lut it happen
again,” Mussat went an, “The girls
worked hard ail year to got thia far,”
Sonior Erin James apeatheaded
the Highlandera finish with a 37.1
all-around score, Included in hor
total was 9.45 on bars, 9.4 on fleor,
9.2 on beam and 8,05 on vault.

. Teammato Alaina Scott followed
witl? n 34.95 all-around total, Katie

M ! !

Luxton compiled a 34.85 and Beth
Holmes finished with 86,226,

Coach Natalie Ferguson’s Troy’

Athens Red Hawka grabbed fourth
place with a 138.9 team finish.
Junior Summer Mitchell's 36.4 all-
around ~ highlighted by & 9.6 on
bare ard 9.3 on beam - led tho way.

Janet Herrera followed Mitchell
with a 36.1 und toammato Dawn
Dunaj totaled 34,

“We scored highor this year, but to
get tho total we did without being at
fall‘strength was very pleasing,”
Athens coach Natalio Ferguson said.
*“We just kind of plugged along
thore, had ono of our beat days on
bars, and slipped into fourth place.”

Tho Eccentric area’s third team in
the tournaey, Rochester, ﬁnhhod last
with a 126.65 total,

COno doy later the individual atate

-finals were hold at lhn same site.

James was tho area’s top finishor,
winning the Division I beam compe-
tition and finishing third all-around.
James’ 9.625 on beam was a school
record and contributod greatly to
hor 37.076 all-around.

. Mitchell's 37.05 all-around placed
her behind James in fourth place
and Holmos finishod aixth with
36.025.

In Division II competition, Adams’
Stephanie Breesc finished fourth all-
around with 35.76 and Scott wns
sixth with 35.425.

BY CHRIS MAYER
BTAFF WRITER

Rochester Adama' roller-conster
season came to a stop over the
weekond.

Stat ked Pontiac 1
ushered the Highlanders out of
tho Class A boya basketball tour-
nament Saturday afternoon,
denying the Highlandora a dis-
trict championship with n hard-
fought 68-58 victory at Waterford
Mott High Schoaol.

Adnms concluded an up-and-

- down seanon at 11-11 while Ponti-
ac Northern recorded its 20th win
and remains in contention for the
Class A state title,

TheHighlanders’ 1998-97 cam-
poign featured a 6-0 start before
a loas at Pontiac Northern. The
Highlanders improved 7-1 follow-

h

Huskies usher
out Highlanders

contend or at least be in the mid-
dlo of the pack. If we aplit with
those teama we're all probably
going to line up down at the-bot~
tom somewhere, but Troy got one
at our place and we gave one
awny to Rocheater ot our place
and you would like to have those

B ‘I think that's the ben-
efit of cur league; you
heat each othor up all
goason long in the
league and then you get
to the tournament and .
prassure doesn’t faze
you during the districts.’

Ken Belote

ing a close win over Roch but
then dropped eight of their next
nine games and eventually fin-
ished the regular scason 10-10
and 2-10 in Division I of tho Onk-
land Activitica Association,

*Wao finished 9-1 outside the
lenguu, s0 that wns a real positive
for us," Adams coach Ken Boloto
said. “We went into the (Division
I) somson thinking Troy,
‘Rochostor and Adams woro all
kind of similar in style and play
and we thought if we could win
thoso 'game we'd have a shot to

—Adams coach

games back.

“Tha kids know that t.hey are 8
little bettar than an 11.11 team,
but there’s a lot of 11-11 teams
that won districts and you never
know what's going to happen,’
Belote ndded. I think thatls the
benofit of our loague; you beat .
each other up all sesson long in )
the lengue and then you get to the
tournament and pressure doeant,—_:

. : --::.. .




