The Observer & Ecccutric/’[‘ﬂURSbAY. MARCH 13, 1997,

v

it

h2Y

STREEY SCE|

Canadian band Odds ﬁnds warm welcome in Detroit -

The Canadian
.pop band.Qdds
is one of thowse
groups that is
critically
acclaimed but

audience
desorves
except
Detroit.
area has always
been good to the

it

CHRISTINA
FUOCO

Odda.

*Evory time we're in Detroit
it's great. The last time weo
played Pontlac (at a CIMX-FM’s
*X-Fost™), we had fun playing
with Beck and Sponge, who went
on to loftier extremes thon us,”
safd singer/guitarist Craig
Northey.

“Wo played St. Andrew's once
upstairs and once downstairs in
the Shelter. We play a lot of the
Freedom Festivala, Last year
thero were threo times as many
people on stage as there were
bandmates. Then there's the
timo before when the stags was
more populated by fish flies try-
ing to mate on our guitars.”

The band ~ which includes
drummer Pat  Steward,
singar/guitarist Stoven Drake,
and bassist Doug Elliot - returns
to the area on Friday, March 14,
to the 7th House in Pontiac to
promote its fourth album “Nest”
(Eloktra). “Nest” is a marked
departure for Odds taking its
distorted guitar riffs, and tasty
harmonies and turning it up a
notch ~ as heard in the first sin-
glo *Someonc Who's Cool.”

“I think for someone who's fol-

Failure’
BY CHRISTINA FUoCO
STAFF WRITER

Nothing combata failure better
than success.

‘The Los Angeles band Failure
is poiscd to take that step with
its critically acclaimed third
album “Fanteatic Planet.,”

The lyrics to “Stuck On You,”

never gats the .

in .
Thia

Promoting new album: Canadian pop'band Odds -

from left, bassist Doug Elli

ot, singer/guitarist Craig

Northey, singer/guitarist Steven Drake, and drummer
Pat Steward - plays the 7th House in Pontiac on
Friday, March 14, in support of its latest album “Nest.”

lowed us since the beginning, it's
{('Nest') a lot more different. But
people who don't listen to us a
lot or don't reaily analyze us,
they tend to pigeonhole us and
say it hasn’t changed much. We
still play two guitars, bosa and
drums, and sing,” Northoy said.

The self-produced “Nest” was
recorded in the same environ-
meont as its provious album
“Good Weird Feeling.”

“We didn’t rehearse or learn
any of the songs bafore we went

in the studio to record ‘Nest.' We
played them for the first time in
studio so we would have the
chance to reel in tho freshness.”

“Wo didn't go out on the road
for awhile, though, so we com-
plotely forgot how to play all the
songs. Last night wo just learned
to play ‘Out Come Stars' and
‘Night's Embrace.”

Odds with special guest Gufs
perform Friday, March 14, at the
7th House, 7 N, Saginaw, in
Pontiac. Doors open at 8 pm. for

the 18 and older show, Tickets
are $8.in advance. For more
information, call (810) 335-8100,

* The band Handsome was in
a peculinr situntion last month.
Made up of mombors of New
York voteran hardcore banda
Heolmet, Quicksand, and
Murphy’s Law, Handsomo sup-
ported upstart teen rockers
Silverchair

“I can look at it and kind of
laugh, as long as they don't
make me buy cigarettes and buy
beer for them,” joked guitarist

- Poter Mengede, formerly of

Helmet,

Mengede said ho Is much hap.
pier with Handsome than he was
with Helmet. Ho added that ho
has to be “really discreot™ about

Eddic Napp! having equal say in

Handsome, it's a much maro
comfortabls situation but it's
also tougher.

“It's definitely more difficult in
that you have moro people with
more input, instend of a tunnel
vigion and having ono pereon
dictate the direction of the
sound. It's good but it's the
longer way of going with things.” |

Handsomao recorded its solf-
titled debut (Eple Records) with
producer Torry Dato (Prong,
Pantera) at Bad Animals studio
in Seattle. Mengede said the
band wrote 27 songs for the
album and recorded 16. In the
ond, 12 ended up on
“Handsome.” .

Besides M de’s searing gui-

why he left Helmet. (A g
to Musician magazine, Mengede
sued Holmet for withholding roy-
alties.)

“People had different agendas
pretty much, and I found myself
in the position where it would be
a very good idea to go off and
start a band where everyono has
an interest In their own lives,”
Mengede said.

“I found some peaple. We start-
ed playing together and made it
as balanced as possiblo. If every-
ona’s putting tho work in then
everyone should have o say. On
paper it looke good, but somo-
times it doesn't neceasarily work
out that way. (In Helmet) instead
of basieally having one guy in

e band who's (a jerk), you have
five.”

With Mengede, vocalist Jeremy
Chatelain, guitarist Tom Capone,
drummer Pete Hines, and bassist

album is poised for success

Edwards — who wrote the
lyrics to “Solaris,” “Blank,” “The
Nurse Who-Loved Me,” and
“Another Space Song” - agrees.

“I wouldn’t say there's a story
with a chronological plot, at
least for the songs or the por-
tions of the songs that I wrote
lyrica for, Th:m ;vnn certainly a

inuing t H sl

the first single from *F |
Planet”™ sum up the entire
album.

*“Your verso got trapped inside
my head/Over and over
again/You played yoursolf to
death in me,” guitarist/bassist
Ken Andrews sings.

‘With the partnership of acer-
bic and fuzzy guitars in "Stuck
On You" should have mado the
song o bigger hit. Bassist/gui.
tarist/pianist Grog Edwards,
calling from Celumbia, S.C., is
confused that more people
haven't picked up on the album,

*The Alternative Press review,
that was good. But I wouldn't
have minded if some of the big-
ger magazines would have.
reviewed it. 'm surprised Spin
didn’t do it.”

Obgessive love, whether it be
with drugs, a patient's psychi-
atric nurse, or & song, seems to
be the common thread of

rea ¥
he said.

*In general Ken would write
the vocal melodies and I would
writo the words, except for the
song "Daylight” which Ken wrote
completoly. ‘Blank’ and ‘The
Nurse Who Loved Me,’ which [
wrote, were written before we
came into the recording situa-
tion. Everything clse was
thought up on the spot.”

“It's the oldest iden that we've
used on the album, Ken and I
did a demo of it a long time ago.
It was kind of like the first
attempt nt starting to write new

inl. The basic p i
and tho lyrics ‘stuck on you,’
and the guitar melody existed
then. I actually was the genius
who came up with ‘Stuck on
you/til the end of timo® lyric.
Except for like a fow lines, Ken
‘wrote the lyrics to that song.”

“Fantastic Planet. ‘With its Beatlesque pop sensi-
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bilities, and Pink Floyd-like lush
vocals, “The Nurse Who Loved
Me” is an ecrie tale of a paychi-
atric patient who thinks that his
nurse is his lover. Musically, the
chorus “She's got everything 1
need/Pharmecy keys/She’s fallin’
hard for me/l can see it in her
eyes/She acts just like a
nurse/With all tho other guya”

builds from a twinkling to crash-
ing guitars.

Failure and the local band
Beer Nuts open for Local H
Friday, march 14, at Clutch
Cargo’s, 66 E, Huron, Pontiac.
Doors open at 7 p.m. for the all-
ages show. Tickets are $8. in

For more
call (810) 333-2362,

“GLAMOROLS ROMANTIC FUN?

()

“A SMART, PERCEPTIVE
FILM, ‘love jones’
WARMED MY HEART." 5

-Roger Ebert,
CHICAGO BUN-TIMES

“love jones’ I
FRESH AND FUNNYY" -

“love jones' HAS
WHAT THE
BEST ROMANTIC
COMEDIES ALL
HAVE, SENSATIONAL
CHEMISTRY
BETWEEN THE TWO
ATTRACTIVE LEADS.

~Etephen Farber,
MOVIELINE

“A SWELTERING,
HIP, 'WHEN HARRY
MET SALLY.' THIS
QNE'S FOR YOU!"

-~Michalle Shepiro,

Audience

Sundance %)
Flim.Festival
Award 1997

“-Keonelts Turan; LOS ANGELES TIMES' - -+ -

tar work, there are no apecific
aimilaritios to Helmot on
“Handsome.” Grooving rhythm
section, firm vocals, and a wind-
ing road of unexpected shifts in
tempo, fill “Handsome,

One thing Mengede said not to
expect is the stop and atert gui-
tara that put Helmet on the map.

*It may sound corny to say but
why bother stopping if you're
going to start again?” ‘

Handsome and Unsane open

for Orango 9mm, Wednesday,
march 19, at The Sheltor below
St. Androw’s Hall, 481 E.-
Congress, Detroit. Doors open at-
6 p.m, for the all-ages show.-
Tickets arc $10 in' advance. For:
more information, call (313) 881--
MELT

Minc: King Coffey of the
Butthole Surfers has launched a
24-hour Internet radio program
called Brainwash on his band’s~
wobsite. The show can be,
reached at
www,monsterbit.com/brainwash. :
Each week Coffoy delivers a now
instaliment of the show. It has
featured music from a variety of
musical genres, including the'
Chemical Brothers, DJ Spooky,:
and Folk Implosion.

If you have a question or com-
ment for Christina Fuoco, you
can write to her in care of The
Observer & Eccentric.
Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft.
Road, Livonia; or you can leave.
her a message at (313) 953-2047,
mailbox No. 2130, or via e-mail
at CFuoco@aol.com

E PERFECT FAMILY FILM!

Heurtwarming and hysterical!”,
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