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a far-from-heavenly comedy
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_TIRET'_S In “Michacl,” Wonderful Life's" Frank Capra. “Enquirer”-style supormarket white-robed, halo-wearing angel.
John Traveolta's And when she's good, like in  tabloid. I have had an angel A substantial beer gut hangs

P! carth angel has

a simple philoso-
phy: (1) you
should ingest as
much sugar as
you con and (2)
there is no such
thing as a bad
Jjoke.

“Sleepleas in Seattle," she can
bring a smile to even the most
crumudgeony critic.

But even Capra had his bad
days, and his worst films, dubbed
“Capra Corn,” set the atandard
for Hollywood at its most cloying
and silly. Such is the case with
“Michacl,” a well-meaning little

staying ot my motel for the last
several months, it says, and
think you would be interested in
writing about him. His name is
Michael.

So the roporter heads for the
heartland, accompanied by his
partner (Robert Pastorelli) and o
new writer (Andie MacDowell}

over his boxers as he shuffles to
the refrigerator for breakfast,
which includes s can of beer and
a bow! of Frosted Flakes literally
buried in sugar.

‘When it comes to wings, how-
over, he's the real McCoy. To
women, he smells like caramel,
like fresh-baked cookies, like

N JOHN Writer/ holiday that has little  who claims to be an angel expert childhood.

MONAGHAN  'OF Nora Ephron  to hang on to but its charigmatic  but isn't. Also on the trip: When they make the long trek
e apparently lives star. Sparky, a terrier like the one on  back to Chicago in a beat-up sta-

N by that same It starts with a letter from TV's “Frasier,” and a honafide tion wagon, “Michael” reverts to

creed. She has set herself up as
queen of the feel-good movics,
the ‘908 answer to “t's a

Iowa, addressed to the star
reporter (William Hurt) at the
“National Mirror,” an

“Mirror” celebrity,
Arriving at the motel, they
soon realize that Michacl is no

the road movie formula, the
sanctuary for screenwriters who
have no other place to go. That's

why we get countless shots of the
car driving by cornficlds from
p 3§ E &V E R every conceivable angle, backed
by a Randy Newman acare that
gooily evokes the Heartland.
. At one of the predictable stops,
Michael gets in a fight in a red-
neck bor. Seems the local boys
don’t like strangers dancing with
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