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NEW YORK (AP)—Ona Juna

1s Spinal Tap”} deserves a top
grade for unimpeachable inten-
tiom His “Ghuau of Munlsuippi
t drama

night 38 years ago, M
Evera, a prominent black ¢ivil
rights leador, p\'ll]ud into the

Lhnt succeeds os o detective
story and moral fable, one that

driveway of his i home
and was gunned down from
behind by an assassin with a
high-powered rifle.

Gushing blood, he dragged
himself to his door, only to dic as
his wife, Myrlie, and their young

hildren stood helplessly b

ingly answers the ques-
tion, “Is it ever too late to do the
right thing”

But the film’s disoppointing
courtroom scenes lack any kind
of real bite and when it turns to
domen_lc mattors; “Ghosta of

Y.

Facts discovered later about
the murder woapon and other
evidence strongly implicated a
local-white supremaciat named
Byron De la Beckwith. But two
all-white juries deadlocked and
Beckwith was freed,

“Ghoats of Missisaippi”
advances the story to the late
19808, It follows the real-life
atory of a youthful district attor-
ney who became interested in
“oxhuming” the case, to bring
justice to Evers' widow Myrlie
(Whoopi Goldberg) and to exor-
cise the ghosts of unbridled
racism that still hang over the
new, “integrated” South.

History has left us with a grip-
ping tale. And producer-director
Rob Reiner (“When Harry Met
Sally...," “A Few Good Men,” “This

" gets as snccharine
and artificial a3 a made-for-TV
movie,

When Assistant District
Attorney Bobby DsLaughter
(Alec Baldwin) first gets the {dea
that the ancient case can be res-
urrected, everyone scoffs,
Witnesses are dead. Files are
long missing. Physical ovidence
has disappeared. Besides, as his
boss (Craig T. Nelson): remmds
him, the understaffed D.A.'s
office has a full-case load featur-
ing recently buried corpses and
other victims who are still very
muchalive.

The sequences in which
DeLaughter barrels along dusty
Southern back ronds — accom-
panied by his inveatigators
plnyed by William H. Macy and
Lloyd “Benny™ Bennctt as him-
self —'are brisk and ahnrp One
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“THE SEQUEL 18A DELIGHT. *
N"xcholson and MacLaine’s encounter

impressive scono has
DcLaughter’s team meeting o
reluctant witness at night, in a
moonlit swamp hung with vines
and moss.

As DeLaughter begins spend-
ing hia evenings combing old
files and traversing the state to
interview old witnesses, his wife
Dxxl.m (V!rsmm Mzdsen) starta to
feel

Gr1pp1ng tale awakens ‘Ghosts of Mississipp?’

clothing. her wild locks tamed
under a heavily lacquered
matronly hairstyle, ia fine every
time she appears as the wry and
determined Myrlie Evers, but too -
often she fsn't given nnouxh to
do, except look as solemn a8 a
figure on Mount Rushmore.

The film gwea much of its
energy to tho supercharged per-
of James Woods as the

— her fnﬁmr was the judge who
fded aver h's second

unrepontnnt, arch-racist De la

trial,

“You’ro going to pursue this
thing” she gasps. “You're going to
humilinte me in front of my
friends, my family and the entire
state of Misaissippl.” Before long,
Dixio is back at her mather's
house leaving her husband to
sluy Mr. Mom to their three chil.

ren.

With his boyish mane and ey’u~
crinkling smile, Baldwin is
appealing as the idenlistic attor-
ney. Despite doing double dity at
the office, Bobby never looks
disheveled and even has time to
meet and marry a new lovo
intercst (Diane Ladd), Even with
mom gone, the DeLaughter
youngsters are always Am:om
well-behaved, And the house is
always neat.

Goldberg, swathed in staid

Even with luycn of latex to
give him the crevices, jowls and
wattles of o 72-year-old, Woods
seems to ba having the time of
his life playing the swaggering,
amirking hate-monger, Woods
has always specialized in vil-
lains, but this time he ocutdocs
himself.

The murdered man's sons,
Darrell Evers and James Van
Evers bring nuthenticity to the
project by portraying them-
solves, while their sister, Reena
Eveors, appears as a juror.
Yolanda King, daughter of
Martin Luther King Jr. is cast as
Reena in the film.

The Castle Rock Release runs
a little long at 123 minutes. It
opens at motro Detroit movie
theatera Jan. 3.
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“BRILLIANT AND OOELLING'
DESERVES MULTIPLE OSCAR NOMINATIONS”

Pat Colline, WWORTV/NEW YO!
“POWERFUL AND PASSIONATE!
Oscar'- caliber performances?

Bob Mesly, SATELLITE NEWS NETWORK/
K-DIG-FM/LOS ANGELES
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PERFORMA
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“ICHAEL 1S AN ENCHANTINGLY

ENGAGRG
~Susan Stark, DETROIT REWS
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QUEKY, COIVRG FANTASY.LIT BY JOHN TRAVOOIN'S
FABLLOUSEY PERFORMANCE”
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puschases less than $2.00. Good only at Star: JOHN R/ LINCOLN PARK /
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Offer good through 1/5/97.  SP
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