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okin’ Idea: Mike Nash and his partners decided to

" cthange Mr. B's on Orchard Lake Road to a Memphis
' Smokc barbecue restaurant to attract more clientele.

| STREET SCENE.

When businoss started to

* wane at Mr. B's restourant in

West Bloomfield, its principal
owners know cxactly what to do
to boost enles,

They docided to try to replicate
the success of their Memphis
Smoake restaurant in Royul Qak.

“With the p in the

. Momph!s Sn'oke

Where: 0480 Orchard Lake
Road (at the northwast comar
af Qre¢hard Laka und Mapte
roads), West Bloomtloid,

Heurs: & p.n.to 2 am.
Mondays through Thuredays, 4
p.m. to 2 asm. Fridays, noen o
2 a.m. Saturdays, and noon {o

aren, we just woren't pleased
wnth the porl’ormuncu of tho

Rob Jacki
ono of tha ;mncipnl owners.

“We had always duno pretty
waoll, but we feel that we've had
wlmmr with' the Memphia
Smoke concopt. It's been fabu-
lously popular in Royal Onk. We
decided there’s nothing like this
concopt in Michigan that we
know of — the Southorn-style
barbecue combined with the
bluecs music, We decided that thia
neighborhood would be right for
that”

The group closed Mr. B's in
mid-August and turned it into o
Memphis Smoke in about three
woeks, gonoral managoer Gary
Mrochinski'snid, and officially
apened Oct. 7. The interior white
brick walls were painted to look
as if thoy were sandblasted.
Pictures and paintings of tradi.

Sundeys. Tha Kitchan
ts open until 12:30 a.m, dusing
tho waok, and 1415 p.m. week-
onds.

Credit: Visa, Mastercard and
Amu!lcun Expmsa aro accopl-

lnlormnﬂon {810) 855-

Thore Is olse a locatian In
Royal Ozk.at 100 S. Main St
Csll (810) 5430917 for more
information about that restau-
rant. L -

Louwery, created the monu for
the new Memphis Smoke.
Lauwery, formerly of Fishbone's
restaurant, is also the chof of the
restaurant.

Like the Royal Qak location,
Memphis-styla “dry rub” ribs

tional blues artists like Jimmy
Rushing, B.B, King, Albert King
and Muddy Waters line the
walls, A atage, offering cntertain-
ment Wedneadays through
Sundays, is centrally located in
the restaurant with televisions
in nearly every cornor,

Corporate chefs Dan Schuler,
Randy Banish, and Dan

»

($8.49-$10.89) ave tho restau-
rant’s signature itoms.

*“Sometimea it's a little cofifus-
ing In this neighborhood when
you ask them if you want them
{ribs) 'wet or dry,” Jackier
explained.

“Wet ribs are your traditionnl
ribs with “barbecue sauce.
Sometimes people:think that

Mdry ﬂbl are dry - thuy have
. 'nothing. We
. charbroiler with a special bast-

banto tho ribs on the

ing sauce. Thoy’ro emoked for 2
1/2 hours and then we put the
dry-rub powdcr on it and it gives
just an incredibly uniquo taste”
The menu offers o variety of
barbecue items from beef brisket

. ($8.49) and pulled pork smoked

for more thon 14 hours ($8.49) to
barbecus salad with beef, pork or
turkoy ($6.49) A catfish dinner
(38.48), blackened turkey medal-
lions served over Creole tomato
sauce ($8.99), Memphis jambal-
aya ($8.49), an drray of sand-
wiches ($6.49-$6.99), and salads
($2.99-$7.99) are other examples
of Memphis Smoke fare.

Children get a choice of three
items — chicken fingers, a hot dog
or spaghetti — priced at $3.99.

There arc subtle differonces
between tho Royal Onk and West
Bloomficld locations, Mrochinoki
and Jackier said,

YAt this store (West
Bloomfield), we're offering fresh
fish specials overy day, some
with pasta and some without.
The Royal Oak store does that
occasionally. Both stores offer
smoked prime ribs on the week-
ends Fridays through Sundays,”
Jackier said.

Each Momphis SmoXke hns its
own personality too, according to
Mrochinski, who camo to
Memphis Smoke from Mr. B's
Roadhousa in Clarkston.

“We've got such a wide group
uf peoplo, in here. We've got
rerything from 16-year-olds on
.lhelr first date to somebody cele-

brating their 50th anniversary.
It's a step apart from Royal Oak
whero here it's more relaxed.
You're more comfortable or at
home here. Here it gives people
the opportunity to be thom-
‘selves,” Mrochinski said,

Jackier, 8 Rochester Hills resi-
dent, offered a variation on that
explanation.

“Royal Oak boing Royal Onk
there's tons of foot traffic. Many
of the patrons who come to Royal
Onk don't come specifically to go
to one restaurant or onc bar.
They come to be in Royal Oak,
They'll go to Memphis Smoke,
and Mr. B's Pub, Fifth Avenue
(billiard hall), and they'll go to
Woody's. They'll just cruise
around. This location, because
there's no sidewalits, is what we
call a destination location, Most
people plan on coming in”

Jackicr, alang with Mike Nash,
Marty Tuchman and Ralph
Gustafson. Mr, B's own nine Mr.
B s, two Memphis Smoke, two

Cantina
and the South Lyon Hotel. Mr.,
B’s will celebrate its 20th
anniversary in Junec. Jackier
said he and his partners are
planning on opening a third
Memphis Smoke by the end of
1997, §

Mrochingki foels that the
change from Mr. B's to Memphia
Smoke was a good iden for the
West Bloamfield building.

“We feel the investment's
worth it, The investment’s in tho
people who walk in the front
door. ... Anybody who shows up is
going to be definitely plenscd.”

The Detroit
blues/funk band
Mudpuppy
knows when it
has found some-
thing good.

Starting out as
a back-up band
at the Holly
H Hotel,

H Mudpuppy
found its niche
W after lead
fumger/bnsmnt Paul Randolph
ade o trip down south.
13 I had gone to New Orleans for
ardi Gras, and I was 50 blown
tfway by the whole music culture
‘that city that I came back and
inid,! ‘Man, this is what we
eed t.o do,’ * said Randolph, a
!ﬁrmur member of Urban Voodoo

!J“Everyhndy agreed that was
ally § tho beginning of
dpuppy.”

CHRIISTINA
. Fuoco

hicago strut, bayou funk,
cmphls soul und S8t. Louis

H“lu ule\yn nice when you get
‘gut feeling about somothing,
g)u go for it and it goca over
;fcll ‘We're pretty much sticking
-our guns. Certainly we don't
Aj‘y to come off as being from
pw Orlcans, but we dcﬁnituly
ten to the music and we're all
'ﬁxﬂucnced by it.”
1¢* Mudpuppy's sound is show-
<ised on its aolf- titled debut
mcord, which is availabie nt
ﬁdrny Appllunco, Photo and
und in Dearborn, as well as
Dcnrbom Music. The cight-song
lease include three originals —
ics,” “Make Up Your Mind,”
-:d‘nd “Baotter Think Twice” -~ as

Defmsﬁng Mudpuppy from leﬁ, drummer/vocalist Darryl’ Pzerce, guucm.st/ vocal-
ist Mark Pasman, lead singer/bassist Paul Randa!ph keyboardist /vocalist Ted
Pulker, and percussionist/vocalist Lorenzo / "Spoons” Brown.

woll ag covers of "Kansas City,”
“Tao Poor,” “Voodoo,” “Call The
Plumber,” and *Spoonful”

Randolph, an Oak Park resi-
dont, aaid that although he's
happy about the firat CD, he's
looking forward to hend[ng back
into the studio,

'Wo‘v? kixl:_d lcv;‘;;;llnn ism a n*cr-
tain style of p g and writing
within the context of Mudpuppy.
Everybody comes from different
playing cxperiences and back-
grounds. It's nice,to have a full
library to reforence from. We're
all very proud of the first CD,
but I think we're all véry anx-
ious to start on tho sccond one.
Tho second ono is protty much

gonna nail it on the head; the
direction of Mudpuppy”

The band's resume includes
stinta with Stevie Wonder, Mary
Wilson, the avant garde jazz
band Greeo Galaxy, Robert Penn,
Alberta Adams, and groups
involved with the Parliament-

delic of on.

The album pushed Mudpuppy,
to the forofront of the Detroit
blues scone. Thoy appeared on

the “House of Blues Radio Hour,”
carried by CIDR-FM 93.8 “The
River,” hosted by Dan Aykroyd.
The band also contributed a
cover of “Lovin’ Machine” to the
Autism Society CD “Blues from
the Hoart II,” which also fea-
tured Robort Jones, Lonnie
Shields and Stcve Nardella.
Mudpuppy - which also
includes guitarist/vocalist Mark
Pasman of Southfield, porcus-

City of Southfield
Cultural Arts Division * Parks & Recreation Department
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Spectacular!
Dynamic!
Electrifying!

The Gusé Family is a HOT
item! World renowned
entertainment delivering a

sionist/vocalist Lorenzo “Spoons”®

Brown of Detroit,
keyboardist/vocalist Ted Pulker
of Walled Lako, and

drummer/voenlist Darryl Pierce
‘of Wesatland - performs
Saturdoy, Jan. 4, as part of the

“Anti-Freezo Blucs Festival,” for-
merly known as "The Magic
Bag’a Deep Frecze Blues
Festival,” Friday, Jon, 3-Sunday,
Jan, 6, at the Magic Bag, 22920
Woodward Ave., Ferndate. The
three-day event features food
from tho Mardi Gras Cafe in
Southfield.

Sugar Blue, Willie D. Warren
with the Garfield Blues Band,
Johnny “Yard Dog” Jonea and
Bobby Enst, Wailin’ Inc. and The
Alligatora open the festival on
Friday, Jan. 3. The following day,
Baturday, Jan. 4, Larry McCray
.and the Bobby Murray Band,
“The Butler Twins," The
Grandmasters with Jeff Grand
and Eddie Harsch, and Robert
Jones perform. AC Reed head-
lines the closing doy of the feati-
val with Big Dave and the
Ultrasonies, Johnnie Basactt and
The Bluea Insurgents, Joco'lyn B
and Alberta Adams, and The
Hasting Street Blues Band.
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Tickets arc $15 per day or $36
for a three-day pass. For more
information, call (810) 644-3030.

e In casc you were curious
about whe the kidnappers were
listening to in the movie
“Ransom,” that wans nonc other
than Smashing Pumpkins’

. singer Billy Corgan. He joined

forces with award-winning com-
poser James Horner to pen the
seore for the movie,

If you have a quesvion or cont-
ment for Christina Fuoce, you
can twrite to her in core of The
Obascrver & Ecccl;trm

Newspapers, 36261 Schoolcraft
Road, Livonia, or you can lcave
her a message at (313) 953-2047,
mailbox No. 2130, or via e-mail

'Fuoco@aol.com.
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. e fast-paced, high-energy variety
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Fidey Setlp Gy, Cove Euty For oo BoutDuse Flambagant Rddling! Williams, Patsy Cline and U 1 Steak & Sea.fOOd
o
A e oA Cand - . fast-fced RepDancingl  Harmonious Gospel Singing. | _House oy::xiﬁue{‘;wmltnmnuﬁ
sumwwmnrwn 1) = 4 For tickets call sz
] DON'T MISSTHEM!  Southficld Centre for the Arta | § DINNER FOR TWO 24 i
Sunday, January 19, 1997 at (810) 424-9022 Choose Two: ’
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