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Detroit needs a homestead act for homeowners

Last week 1
spent timé dis-
cussing Detroit
and its relation.
ship to other
cities. T admit to
being critical of
the city. Many
have thrived in
itg peculinr form
of destruction
but, for me, 1

B can only ima,

ine what the city
was like during the Juzz Age of
the Twenties and Thirsies,

1 To imogine that the city was
once one of the top five wenlthi-
est cities in the country is almost
unbelievable. Moncey just poured
out aleng Weodward Avenue -
the mansions, the performance
halls, the fine neighborhoods of
Boston Edison and the like.

1 do not think that stadiums,
casinos and automobile race
tracks are a first step towards
the rebirth of the motor city.
They, I believe, are a separate

I | think that there Is a lot to be sald about these
issues, perhaps these should be discussed live. Is
there anybody out there who has read any or all
of the past elght articles who would like to form
some sort of discussion group? | am willing to
give it a try! How about 7 p.m. Wednesday nights
starting Jan. 8 at Brazll In downtown Royal Qak ~
mayhbe the Mayor will show up and answer some
questions for us all. Give me a call to let me
know [f there is In fact Interest.

compenent of what makes o
healthy prosperous city.

Not all = and maybe not most
- of what a city does 1o make
itself great will come from the
private sector, ¢.g. ensinos and
gtadiums, These are money mak-
ers for a group of businessmen ~
they may work inta a city's plan
or they may not. I think it footish
to believe that the private sector
will supply Detroit with neigh-
borhoods and middle-income job

opportunitics, Detrait under its
own will nnd ability to attract
industrial manufacturers will
need to do this for itself.

For me, one of the strongest
marks against the city are the
elements of destruction, decay
and potential for crime. Why not
bulldoze dysfunctional and
poverty-stricken neighborhoods
that have a population density
below a certain percentage? Toke
the existing residents and relo-

cate them to more comfortable
and safe neighborhoods.

Schoolchildren would then
plant oaks and maple saplings,
creating parks and something to
look at other than burned and
destroyed buildings, which only
lead people to have little respect
for their surroundings. The city
would appear to be cleaner and
aafer, and existing neighbor-
hoods would be reinforced by
increasing the population of such
arcas,

It is obvious that the popula.
tion of Detroit will not be what it
once was, and it is also probable
that the tax revenues will never
be as high as they once were.
Natural areas can be left alone,
as they are in the wild, but by
ignoring a city and not maintain-
ing it will only lead us to the sit-
uation we currently have in
many parts of the city.

This bulldozing schnmc takes
care of much - not people who
are here to gamble but those
who want to paint their houses

and rake leaves in the fall and
walk with baby carringes down
the sidewalks of their neighbar-
hoods.

What could possibly encourage
young people to come back to
this city? Money.

Althougl: the city is poor, it
does have money in the form of
abandoned houses. Why not have
a policy similar to the one that
was used to attract scttlers to
the western half of the country; o
homestead program if you will.

The city of Detroit offers up
houses whose titlo is held by
both the city and the homeowner
for seven years and, at the end of’
this time periad, the city signs
aoff and the property is fully
owned by the resident.

The catch is that the residents
must renovate the houses and
perhaps the city offers low cost

loans for those willing to under- -

take the burden. Who would be
entitled to take advantage of the
program would depend on one's
politics. I like the iden that this

house is both an enticement as
well a8 an award for having com-
pleted something that the city so
badly needs - so perhaps this is
a reward for going to college?
Allowing suburban flight to
continue will only create more
desire to create Renaissance
Centers whereby [last, smooth-
running cars quickly move back
and forth down the freeways
bringing commuters and evening
cntertainment opportunities.

Neighborhoods and jobs must
be the cornerstone of a happy
and healthy city. Expect no quick
solutions — this will be a slow
road to recovery.

Steve Sivak is a licensed archi-
tect in private practice und an
adjnct professor of urchitecture
at Lawrence Technological Uni-
versity in Southficld, He special-
izes in well-crafted residential
and commercial architecture and
can be contacted at (313) 769-
8502,
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presents these
fine homes...

Each offica is independently owned and operated.
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Ownership of a
duplex can provide
many benefits for
those interested in

an income

choose to reside in
one unit, while rent-
ing the other. Anoth-
er option is to rent
both accommoda-

the halding.

One of the more
modern and innova-
tive duplex plans to
hit the market in

Tlus unusual duplex offers a place to live and a place to rent.
Patios and garages for both units are among the amenities.

Duplex design is money-maker

Binbode. This two
story design has
1210 square feet of
tiving orea in unit
one, with the master
suite on the main

property. Some may tions and manage

quite o while, is the

leve] and two bed-
rooms on the second
level. The other side
is an 890 square foot
unit with two bed-
rooma, one and &
half baths,

Both units have
an attached garage
that conveniently
opens directly into
the kitchen. This
allows one to unload
groceries with a
minimum of bother.
There is space in
ench garage to put o
washer and dryer,

The master suite,
in unit ane, is a rari-
ty in duplex design.
Extending out from
the back of the
building, the ameni-
ties here include a
large sleeping area,
walk-in closet and n
semi-private bath-
room.

Both units have o
living room that
{iows unimpeded
into the dining area.
The kitchen dimen-
sions vary some-
what, but both allaw
for casy serving and

WATERFORD TOWNHOUSE
Slunning 3 bedroom, 2% bath condo offors groat room wilh
freplaco. skylights. high cowlmns view of Lake Qtier. Many mote
amendes. $164.900.

CENTURY 21 TODAY

WEST BLOOMFIELD
El:thDﬂ'}l clogancn ond the linest amenikes thioughout this
4,000+ . § bedroom home. Formal lving and dining rooms,
Onu:mm k-rcnen fabulous masler sute with lreplace. 4 ful
batns, 3 car patage, in-ground pool. $583,000. PAI77

CENTURY 21 TODAY

{810} 647.7321

~SOUTHFIELD

Professionally decoratod 3 bodioom, 27 both ranch vry wall
maintained (eatures updated kitchen, heated attium wath spa,
hn-shw basement with bedroom and bath, much moro.

CENTURY 21 TODAY (810} 8477321

FARMINGTON HILLS
Immaculate and updated 4 badroom, 27 bath home backs lo
. commons and has living room. formal dining toom, family room
- wilh treplace, kll:hun with broaklast room, 151 ficor laundty,
700. DA292

basement and mox
CEN‘I’URY 21 TODAY {810} 8552000

Onc of the nicest things about living ac Woodcliff
is the custom-quality that goes into every home,
Ourstanding design and Herman Frankel's signature syl
you won't sec anywhere else. And there's more.
Spacious wooded lots. The 162-acre West Bloomfield
Woods Nature Preserve and West Bloomficld Trail

= T,
LATHRUP VILLAGE
Quality naw construction townhouso condos offer 3 bedrooms,
27 baths, full basemant, attached garage. Pick your own colors.
Centrally located. $133.900.

FARMINGTON HILLS
Thus lovely updated 4 bedroom Catorual bas hiving room, famidy
room weth hueplaca, Iibraty, 17 baths, pabo. 2 car garage and
morg. $18,900 BR30C

CENTURY 21 TODAY {810)8552000  CENTUHY 21 TODAY {810) 847-7321 “Newwork just outside your door. Close proximity to every | | aoistinmcce. - Unit
I 11 @~ w ginable con e. And West Bloomficld’s superb ;’M'ﬁ d:}:ii}‘ﬂ room
: e Y . schools. One visit and you'll be home for good, 522,",‘;;{,’,‘,‘;}“3“,"’:

side pat Unit
two's dining room
has a nlldlng glass
door to a back patio.

Priced from the upper $300,000%

PICTURE PERFECT

For a study kit of
the Biabode {4405-
0G80DE48), send $10

FARMINGTOH HILLS
T A wooded. hitly taving 1ot sutrounds (R updated COnIEMPONary
homo that has 3 bedreoms, 2 taths, kving and ¢ining rooms,

s 3 bedroom ranch has a supor open floor plan, boautfully
lchnwhod oak tioors, lan&l;)rmw th freplace, huge basoment

family room with freplace, ibra , new kilchen, tinishad lawm Movo-in condnion. $145. 3 toLandmark
tovet and heated garagn. $210.900 11288 . ;
CENTURY 21 TODAY {810)£55-2000  CENTURY 21 TODAY (810} 647-7321 W_._OOD LI [< Designs, 33127 Sagt.
Relocation 1-800-458-7356 ) Prescntcd by - plsaedone e v ofOrd oke A A
2 ¥ &
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For a collection of
plan books featuring |
our most popular
 house plana, send

© o (810) 855-2000 (810) 647-7321
' = Ue'ne Copssitled lo Excellesce. 2k hoaas e, send
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