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Cute-as-a-
button Suzuki
X90: It’s fun,
fun, fun

By Anne Fracassa
Avanti NewsFeatures

There’s no question about it.

The 1997 Suzuki X90 4x4 is
radical.

You wouldn’t believe the
amount of people who stopped
to lovk at this really strange-
looking multipurpuse vehicle
that may just be the cutest
wheels on the road today.

Suzuki has always been
known for its fun-to-drive vehi-
cles. And for affordability, It's
just that hardly anyone notices.
Lots of people notice this car.

The Suzuki X90 is a two-
seater with a T-top. It's really
little, But not so little on the
inside. You'd expect a skinny
college kid would be the only
demographic that would fit in
the X90. Quite the contrary.
Two portly adults can fit inside
without knocking elbows or
being uncomfartable.

On the outside, the X90 has
really unique styling. There are
rounded edges ail around —
including really pronounced
bumper treatments. It looks
like & sporty subcompact.

For Pete's sake, its got o
wheelbase of just 86.6 inches
and its overall length is a
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fit six ~= maybe more -— of
these in my garage.

But looks arc deceiving, The
X90 sits high off the ground, It's
not like a full-size pickup, mind
you, but you could actively go
off-ronding and not have a care
about running into any trouble.

The X90 is available in two
models; The 2-wheel-drive and
4-wheel-drive. Both models are
outfitted with a 1.6-liter 16-
valve electronically fuel-inject-
ed 4- cylmder. ’I‘he 5-speed is
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matic transmission with over-
drive is optional.

1 drove the X90 outfitted with
an automatic transmission and
4-wheel-drive. It handled well
in most driving conditions and
during hard cornering stuck to
the road like glue.

There’s a scant 95 horses
powering the X90, so don't even
think of drag racing with your
sister in this one. Acceleration
was slow, but consistent. The
power/normal awitch made lit-
tle difference.

I had only onc other com-
plaint with the X80: It feels like
those 95 horses are trying to
buck you. It's outfitted with
MacPherson struts. And the
rear axle sits on coil springs
with wishbone and trailing
links. The X90 is small, but the
ride really should be better.

I know, I know, Michigan’s
ronds are awful (probably the
worst of the whole country), but
i actunily got a headache from

hanmaine senund tha anhin on

much after one 55-mile trip.
Enough nbout that.

The trunk was suprisingly
large enough to hold just about
anything you throw at it. With
almost 8.5 cubic feet, even a
mom could do a weekly shop-
ping trip without a problem.
And the X80 can tow up to
1,000 pounds — just about
what a jet ski and trailer would

.

The interior looks nice and is
fully carpeted. The seats are
solid-coler cloth and the inserts
are a coordinating wild print
that's also on the door inserts,
And the center console holds
two large drinks without a
problem.

Everything from the radio to
the heating controls in the cen-
ter instrument panel are easy
to reach. The radio controls are
a bit tiny, but still, not at all
hard to use.

* One thing.I did like was how
quickly the X90 warmed the
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very efficient.

The X90 has all the creature
comforts usually found in prici-
er models, Stuff like standard
power windows and door locks,
pawer steering, power brakes,
dunl outside mirrors, rear win-
dow defogger, locking fuel-filler
door, tinted glass, tachometer, *
2-speed intermittent wipers,
stainless ateel exiaust, a center
console with dual cup holders,
distinctive aluminum alloy
wheels and 16-inch all-season
radial tires,

The X90 4-wheel-drive mod-,

els comes equipped with all’
that and more: A security alarm
system, automatic front hubs,
2-speed transfer case, Alpine
AM/FM stereo cassctte with
{_u;r speakers and a remote key
o

Safety has not been forgotten
here. The X90 is outfitted with
driver and passenger air bags,
side impact beams, a rear spoil-
er with stop lamp, three-point
seat belts and doytime running
lights, Four-wheel anti-lock

Sharing The Road With Trucks:

(NAPS) - Each year there are
more than 200,000 crashes involv.
ing at least one passenger car and
one large truck. Many of these
crashes can be aveided if
moterists knew about truck limi-
tations and how ta steer clear of
unsafe situatians involving trucks.

Here are some tips from the
safety experts at the
Department of Transportation
that will help you understand the
differences botween cara and
trucks 50 you can improve your
road sharing skills and help
reduce car-truck crashes.

The key to safer highways is to
know the No-Zone. The No-Zone is
the area around trucks where cars
(1) disappear into "blind spots” or
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brakes are an option on both:
models.

‘There are just four colors to
choose from — black metallic,
red, blue metallic and silver:

cnrl The blue metallic wagx
mnlly pretty.

The X90 is fun to drive, good
‘on mileage and mnlly neat'to: _
tool around town in. But it's |
really radical, dude, and it even |
makes GenXers do a double-
take.

‘Anne Fracassa is senior editor -
of Avanti NewsFeatures, Tell -
her about your favorite car or
truck on the road online at,
AVANTI1054@ao0l.com. S

1897 Suzuki X80
Vehicle class: Sporty mu|h~
purpose vehicle.

Power: 1.6-liter 16 valve
SOHC 4-cylinder engine, -
Mileage: 23 city 27 highway.”
‘Where built: Japan,

Base price: $13,619,

As tested: About $15,000.

truck driver's ability to stop or
maoneuver safely. Both types of
No-Zones greatly increase the
potential for a crash,

While most people realize that
it's more difficult to drive a truck
than a cnr, many don't know
exactly what 2 truck's limitations’
are in terms of maneuverability, -

S. _ stopping distances, and blin

spots, So here's a handy rule of
thumb -
" Gencmlly spenking, the Inggnr
hey
. Tlm lngger their blind spoLE. S
* The mare room they necd ia
maneuver.
» The longer it takes them lo
stop,
» The more likely ynu re gmng*
1n ha tha Insar in o reliicinn
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HEW I997 BUICK heSﬂBﬂE GUS‘NM

Srock nTOS:hD W,
—WAS $32.970
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COMPETITOR'S ADI"

GENERAL
lgusuc LEASE

Cruise, i, power
AM/TAf sleceo  cosselte,

EASE SPECIAL ——

costolominum, ..
fs, SLT Decor Group, rear step bumpet.
Stock #743468

(New 1997

Automatic transmission, oir

conditioning, dual alrbags,

power win

tilt, crulse, n:ar wlndow
cr, terco and

much more. Slock#.idﬂZOB

EASE SPECIAL ——

LPuBuc u;ASE $2 E. 9mo. »

Autormnatic transmission, V6, air
conditioning, anti-lock brakes,
dual airbags, seven passenger
seating, AM/FM stereo, rear

window dcfroster, and much
more. Srock/l".;az
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