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‘Tool Man’ asked to help change lifer law

}
BY PAT MURPHY 1
STAFP WRITER I

* The organization tryingito
change Michigan’s mandatory
drug laws is sceking help from
television star Tim Allen, a for-
mer Birmingham resident who
once faced the possibility of life
in prison with no chance, of
parole. v

Familics Against Mandatory
Minimums (FAMM) has asked
Allen, known as “Tim the Tool
Man” on the sitcom “Home
Improvement,” to help pressire
the state legislature to chadge
the law. i

“I hope to exptore with Tim
how he could be helpful in tryjng
to bring nbout a more ratiopal
approach to Michigan's mani dn-
tory sentencing laws,” Birmihg-
ham ottorney Martin 1. Reisig
wrote in a letter doted Oct. 16
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Birmingham attorney Martin
1. Reisig has been warking to
change Michignn's mandatory
drug laws for more than 12
yenrs. '

He believen the atate’s so-
called “650 lifer law” (mandating
life in prison with no parole, for
someone dealing 650 grams or
mofe of heroine or cocaine)
should be changed to aljow
judges sentencing discretion. ;

Since the drug-lifer law was
enacted in 1978, more than 230
people (including 68 from Oak-

3" BrionBaitano.

The letter was sent to Allen's
mother, Birmingham resident
Marthn Bones, along with a
requeat to relay the proposal to
her famous son.

“I gent the request to him,”
said Bones, who agrees the law
should be changed. “It's up to
him to respond. But he's awfully
busy.” she said in a tolephone
interview.

Allen became something of an
outhority on the law in October
1678 when — with the halp of
his defense attorney — he coop-
erated with authorities who
agreed to charge him under fed-
eral rather than state lows, His
testimony to o federal grand jury
led to o number of indictments.

Allen was arrested while try-
ing to sell more than a pound
and a half of cocaine to an
undarcover police afficer. Under
the toughest-in-the-nation state

tand County) iiave been sen-

tenced to mandatory life in
prison, according to Department
of Corrections records,

Reisig and Families Agninst
Mandatary Minimums (FAMM)
want the law chonged so judges
can impose a lesser sentence,
when appropriate. They want
judges te be able to give defen-
dants a sccond chance at life —
like the second chance television
comedian Tim Allen received
when he was prosccuted under
federal law rather than state

law,
In 1984, Reisig was appointed

E “Tim Allen Is a perfect example of how some-
body can turn his or her life around.”

Martin L Reisig

—Birmingham attarney

Allen’s aesiatance would be
invalunble in th izotion'

address lawmakers, or spenk to
legislati jittees it might

e ()
fight to change mandatory sen-
tencing laws. FAMM's 33,000
members (including about 2,000
in Michigan) ad (s

drugs laws enacted n month car-
lier, he would have faced a
mandatory sentence of life in
prison with no parole.

In federal prisbn, Al'en nur-
tured the sense of humor he
demonstrated at Seaholm High
School and practiced his comedy
routines before captive audi-
encea. After release, Allon was
on the comedy club circuit before
graduating to television and
motion pictures, . .

“Tim Allen is a perfect exam-
ple of how somabody ean turn his
or her life oround,” snid Reisig,
who was o U.S. atterney before

# ‘I am only asking that
the punishment fit the
crime and be propor-
tionate to the defen-
dant's role in the
crime.’

Martin I. Reisig

—Birmingham attorney

@

fbyy
PHONE
same day approval

AA MORIGACE A FinaNciat CORP,

HOMEOWNERS!

going into private practice.

As somebody who made a mis-
take, Allen coutd have spent the
rest of his life in prison, the
attorney said. But when given a
gecond chance, he became o pro-
ductive eitlzen.

“I'd be just ns anxious {to have
Allen’s help) if he weren't a tele-
vision star,” aaid Reisig, adding
that if he were a doctor, lawyer
or Realtor, Allen would be an
example of somebody who hed a
problem, but turned his life
around.

Julic Stewart, president of the
Washington-based FAMM, said

to defend Dougles Reidt, a Cana-
dian citizen involved in dealing ©
about 1.4 pounds of cocaine.
Under the 650 lifer law, the
judge had no choice but to sen-
tence Reidt to mondatory life in
prison, according to Reisig, even
though the 29-year-old had no
prior record and was not n major
player in the drug transaction.
Reidt was featured prominent-
ly in the Ietter Reisig sent to Tim
Allen in October geeking the
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mandatory sentencing laws with
guidelines that allow judges
some discretion.

“Tim Allen would help policy
makers see how unneccessary
and heinoiz these mandatory
sentences are,” said Stewart,
wha helped organize FAMM in
1991, .

Neither Reisig nor Stewart is
particularly disappointed the

comedian has not yet committed

to their cause. “We know he's
busy,” said the Birmingham
attorney.

Under ides] conditions, FAMM
would like Allen to join its mem-
bers as they Jobby the legislature
to change the law. “If he could

comedian's help as FAMM lob-
bies to change the law.

“1 am only asking that the
punishment fit the erime and be
proportionate to the defendant's
role in the erime,” the attorney
wrote in his letter to Allen.

Reisig said he wants Reidt,
and others sentenced under the
state's drug lifer law, to have the
same option available to them as
Allen did under federal laws.
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make a lot of difference,” naid
Reisig.

“We don't expect a lot of his
time, but he (Allen) is o person
who understands how cruel the
jaw can be,” said the attorney.

FAMM plans a moss rally in
Lansing in the spring, and mem-
bers would love to have Allen in

_their ranks. If he can't be there

in\:person, Reisig said FAMM
would appreciate a supportive
video or letter. - -

i “Any help he i
said. .+ i) .
. At Yast yoar's Fally, which
Reisig said did not.get much
attention, FAMM's featured
speaker wns Gary Fannon, a for-
mer Westland resident who
spent more than a decade in
prison before his conviction for
drug dealing was overturned.

us,” he

n

Birmingham attorney long opposed state drug law

“Daug did nat have the optien
Ti.':i‘ {Allen} had,” the uttorney
said. .

Four Generutlons of Service

Sower IOF
Lorwir Blonolt -t}
873-8300 642-3000 /

Call

(810) 932-3430
to attend a
FREE Seminar
on the cause
and treatment
of obesity

and related
medical
conditions.

ALFRED 1. RUBENSTEIN, MD
alfa medica ciinte

HEALTH THROUGH NUTRITION

Gem Bullding

Suite 280

30300 Northwestern
FParmington Hills

g

%

Certificate of Deposit

Helping You Aldng The Way™

mﬂney!
B0U0U0200000000050 TS
With a low minimum balance of only $500.

Standard Federal Bank
Savings/Financtal Services

800/843-0600

T

TR

*Annal percent

©1997 Standard Federal Bank

e yield Is effective as of January 2,1997. Pena

ity for earty withdrawal. Mot availat!e for public units or corporate actounts. N




