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SEVENTY-FIVE CENTS , - -

Recreation tax: A series of public
hearings will help Farmington
Hills officials set plans for
renewing its Parks and Recre-
ation millage. /A3

Cable Intruslon: Farmington offi-
cials weigh getting involved in
potcntmlly costly defense of the
city’s rights of way. fA2

Pro prospect: Mike Giese, former
Farmington High School soccer
standout, was drafted by the Mil-
waukee Wave, a professional
indoor team./C1

Court contest: Farmington Harri-
son played host to Farmington
High in an intra-city volleyball
match Tuesday night. /Cl

Keeping trim: Fringe and other
trimming can be put to decora-
tive use in any room./G1L

Theater: Christopher Plummer
portrays John Barrymore ina .
one-person play at Detroit’s

Music Hall Center for the Per-
forming Arts./E1

The North American
International Auto Show opens
in Detroit this weekend. See our
raundup of new cars and infor-
mation on the show in today’s
newspaper.
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Smash-and-grab
trio of bandits
caught on film

An in-atore video captured three bandita in the
act of a smash-and-grab robbery at a Fnrmmgtnn
service station.

However, Farmington police havo little elae to go
in the burglary at the Sunoco on the 32000 block of
Grand River at[4:12 a.m. Monday, Jan. 8.

Michigan Stdto Palice have enhanced the video
images as picturca of the suspects, which will be
passed out ta area police departments.

“Unlortunately, they are not very clear,” Dcputy
Dircctor Mike Wiggins said.

Farmington Hills police report that slmilm‘ rob-
beries took place at B.J.’s Party Store on Grand
River and Smokers and More on 10 Mile Road the
some night.

At Smokers and More, 360 cartons were stolen
after entry was made through the front door, Farm-
ington Hills police Det. Ron Shankin said. The
front window was smashed but nothing was report-
ed stolen at B.J.'s Party Store.

At the Sunoco ntation, a surveillance video
depicts the assailants throwing a rock through the
front door window. The three men were insido the
atore for npproximntely a minute, which was long
enough to ateal cartons of cigarettes,

A white van with a stripe on it was seen in thc
area, according to police roports.

One of tho suspects is described u black wale in
his late 20s, G-feet 2-inches tnll, wenring three-
quarter length tan cont and a ntuchnp eap.

Another is enid to bo n black fnalo in his lato
teens or early 20a, b-feet 7-inches tall with close-
shaved hair and wearing a black leather cont. The
third suopect is described as a black male in his
lato 205, G-feet tall with a mustache wearing o
"lmu'qllnl‘ucr tength dark coat and stocking eap.
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Bond push staﬂs at board Eevei

for an

They can’t nctwe%)y cnm?mgn to

win votes
But board

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
BTAFP WIRTTER

members have plenty of experience as
4 advocates for educational money. They
plan to offer objective information,:

Lindn Enberg and David York were
nctivn mcmhera of Advocatos for
Education, which was

When an advisor told F'
school board members recently
they'd have to present thcmsclvcs as

formed a8 n aupport group for educa-
tional issuea in the aftermath of

tote-aid 1

bcxng bj ona on:
issue, there wera a fow puzzled
Tool

The idea was somewhat foreign to
some truatees, who were extensively
invelved i m pnut. grassronu cfforts to

The organization — once 200
membera strong — cvolved into a
citizen's informational group during
the district’s Jast millage renewnl
election in 1882, which passed by o
4-to-1 margin,

Cathy Wehb Bobblc Feldman,

Feld was_co-chair of Friends
of Farmington Schools, which was a

prccurnnr to Advncn!cs fnr Exccl-
lence in Education and teck an
active role in a millage election in
1991 to recoup money lost through
state-aid recapture. Vaters turned
down the millage request, but Feld-
man said it was a good learning
experience nonetheless,
“We.learncd that disseminating
factual information to the communi-
ty is of utmost importance,” said
Feldman, who was elected to the
board in 1993. *We had to learn that
we havo to make fricnds with all
aspects of the community, That's
when wo realized we had to get on
board with the non-parents as well.”
Webb founded the Advocates

Sec BOND, AG

It’s not officiel yet

On Tucsday, the Farmington
school board approved recommen-
dations from a financial commit-
tee.fo:seck a $110 million bond for
building and technology, plus a
millage renewal. That means:

& The board plans to take for-
mal action on the bond application
during a special meeting 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan, 13, at the school
administrative building, and if;

& The state approves the appli-
cation after 25 days, then;

8 The board plans to vote Feb. 4
to formally call an election, and; |

8 That election will be cither |
Monday, March 24, or Tuesday,
March 25,

Rest

easy

STAFY POTO BY Riazoy LEAIPTY

Getting into [t:
Denise .
Albrecht and
‘Vera Heise,
both ballet
moms, sit at
the back of the
room watching
their daugh-
ters practice
fora Farm-
ington Hills
Parks and
Recreation
program.
Albrecht was
mimicking the
movements the
children are
practicing

m “Cin- .
derella.” See
more of the
rehearsal on

Page A3,

Police report more drunk-driving stops

BY Wu.um COUTANT |

An incronue in drunk driving
arrests over the last couple years
has gotten the attention of police
;md others concerned with the prob-
lom.

For years before that, the trend
nationwide and in Farmington Hills
had been toward a decline in the
number of drunk driving arrests,
and apparently, drunk drivers.

“Arrests had been going down
every ycnr, sald Sgt. Dennis Green,
supervisor of the Farmington Hills
traffic division. "But for

has been identified as the county
with tho second higheat number of
crashes resulting in death and or
injury.

Thanks to a grant from the Michi-
gan Office of Safety Planning, a
$80,000 grant coordinated by the
Traffic Improvement Association of
Quakland County was used to pay for
ovurﬁ}nu of oftﬁct‘m: in seven palice

Hills. Officers targeted special areas

in the city to enforce drunken driv-

ing laws and safety belt compliance.
For the Thnnkag\vmg holiday, offi-

reason, wo 're starting to see thnt .

change.”
ancd on a 1892-84 statewido traf-
fic crash ranking, Oakland County

cers involved in the program made
117 traffic atops checking with an
emphasis on drunken driving and
seat belt use. There were 76 over-
time hours used over the Thanksgiv-

ing holiday.

“Basically there should
not be any fatalitics
because of drunk
drivers,” said Eileon
Woiss of the Traffic
Improvement Associa-
tion. “Oakland County
has a high safety belt
usage rate.”

And over the past sev-
cral years, drunken driv-
ing arrests in Farming-

Source. Farmungton rhls Peace rei

Drunk Driving Arrests [n Farmington Hills, 1932.1398
- -

Mo M i

ton Hills had been going
down to a low of 244 in
1993, In 1994 there were 267 arrests
for drunken driving and in 1995,
there were 315 arrests, a 23 percent
increasoe in one year. There were 321
arrests in 1996,

“We don't really know why there is
this incrense,” Weiss said. “Perhaps
people have been more lax in their
thinking about it. And officcrs are

Boe DRUNK, AG

Attorney bills leap.58 percent for Farmington

BY mn\' O'CONNOR

1‘hn city of Farmington was paying
its attorney $31,000 a year — a bar-
gain by all accounts. i

At Monday’s meeting, Farmington
City Council agreed to raise the
rotainer paid to the firm of Kohl,
Secrest of Farmington Hills by 68
percent to $49,000 effective Jan. 1.
Tho firm’a John Donchue is the city’s
legal eounsel.

Donchue and the firm assist the
¢ity on general government matters
and 47th District Court prosecu-

orably in the last - I, prnsecutwnn for the

fow years. B 'Tm stlll wonderlng if city. He’s in court a
The firm W6 make this agree- niinimum of half-

;;ecnrdud kegiza mont, we're stlll going dlx:y every wcﬁk on
ours worl n those issues, Dono-

1982, That has to bo short. hue snid.

riaen to more Jlm Mltchell One reason for the

than 900 hours o

rise is the city made

Far

year. Genoral
government mat-
“ters has incrensed Donohue's time
by 165 percent pince 1892, city offi-
cialg snid, Time spent on prosecu-
tions jumped 60 percent since then,

civil infractions,

which are handled through issuing
tickets and meting out fines.

“We're hers and wo want to be

here,” Donochue said. “We want to

work with the city in terms of deal-

/ “If we both had our druthera we'd
both' had taken care of thia matter
during the narmal-budgot process
(during April and May). Our fiscal
years are different than yours.”
Donohue has scrved as city attor-
ney since 1988, He does the l\gme
work for Farmington Hills. .

The new feo seta tho hourly rate it

$70 an hour for retainer-bilted work
and $76 for non-retainer matters.
With the actual hours involved, the
rate is more like $36 to $40 an hour,
Councilman Jim Mltthcﬂ said, .

- tin Fobruary will help

* gareer.

r

i . v

tions, which havo increased consid-

Tho firm's Stephen Meads handlcs

ne to watch

As a model, Court-
ey Kling ia used to
pending time in front
f the camera.

But the Farmington
illa residont hopes
_faer chance to appear
on . television’s “Bay-
watch” sometime carly

launch - her acting

The 20-year-old won
he chance to appear
bn the beach-based,
bnthing-suit studded
Berics nfter a senrch
rontest,

She described her role na *a dream come true,”
hceording to n press relense. “Though I love my
imodeling eareer; being in front of a camera and

'FARMINGTON FOCUS

plnymg a role renlly adds a whole lot of excite-

Sha also defended tho show. "l’cap]o Jjoke abouy)
Baywatch and dumb blonds, but I was on the sot]
at 3 a.m. and didn't quit unul 7 that cvenling —j
everything is orchestrated — I Jearned a lot and|
how much wark is really invelved.

fling, a North Farmington High School gradu
ate, can also bo seen locally in the new Detroit]
Optmnctnc Center (DOC) *Sexy Spees™ commer
cinl airing this month and at the North Ameriean]
International Auto Show in Detroit.

Lights, cameras downtown

Work could bepin in two weeka for i
of the new SCATS “smart” traffic lighta — com|

Nt

ing with economic realities wc face.

Soo ATTORNEY, A

P! 6 with pole-mounted cameras and compuEEr‘j
directed signals — at the corner of Grn.nd Rives
and Farmington.

Farmington City, Manager Frank Lauhoff told
tho city's DDA board Tuesdny that if the frost
depth doean’t prohibit it, contractors for the Road]
Comimnizsion for Onklnnd County will begin the
30-day project later this month, If it’a too frozen
wark will be delayed until April. Originally thn
project was sct for last July,

Although South Lyon is nlrvudy hooked up to
the new system, ite installation in Farmington
will be the "most congeated downtown” 8o far iny
tho county, Lauhof¥ said.

Cameras will measure traflic flow and adjus!
the traflic signals, For example, traffic flow could
trigger a longer-green light time for weatbound)
Grand River, while cutting the time for north
bound Farmington Road during some rush hours.

Pedestrians won't be ignored. They’ll be able tof
override'the system by pushing buttons posted n

any of the four corners, LauhofT nated.
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