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Call to work

rother can you spare. . .a decent work-

Challenges face
er? No one has recoined the Depression-

B ern refrain yet, but a no more telling

sign of prosperous times is one that says “help
wanted.”

Downtown Farmington has more than a
few hardware-store bought or handmade signs
gracing business window fronts as chronicled
on the front page of the Farmington Observer
Dece. 30, A new bagel proprietar in the Down-
town Center had his cart with warm salt,
anion, raisin and sesame secd varieties some-
what upended when the store was set to
accept applications and only | four peaple both-
ered to apply in a five-hour span. With news-
paper ads and help wanted sxgns. BlgApplc
Bagetl had received 16 li

town employers

QUESTION:

‘Can you

their sales pitch.

All cfforts have been
focused on luring peo-
ple downtown Farm-
ington to shop. The
accompanying message
might include: It's a
not bad place to work,
-either.

The DDA mnductx
an array of promo-
tions, notably the Holiday Happenings and
Halloween Fest. The DFBA puts on its Moon-
light Modness promotions regularly, Of
course, lest we forget, there is the Farming-
tnnIFm i Hilla Chamber of C: 's

ders Festival in July.

‘That was puzzling to the sturc 's owners
Tom and Catherine Henninger: A similar plea
for bagel bakers netted nearly 100 applicants
at their Brighton store. (Since our story,
they've gotten cnough applicants.)

Some reasons given for the shortage of good
help range from the affluent and older nature

P 3

All these gatherings would provide ample
opportunity to have a booth or table set aside
with a listing of job openings and applications.
The kiosk in the Downtown Center arca is
anothcr ndenl plnce to post openings, too

owners, th s
might need to get a little creative in their

of the y to the ov of
higher paying manufacturer jobs.

The problem of a meager work force is not
limited to Farmington, Retail and fast food
estub]nshmcnts all over are fecling the pinch.

d Farmi — ghowing
signs of coming out of its economic slumber —
needs a worker shortage about as much as a
church social needs skunks line-dancing
through it. With abstacles comes challenges.

Here's a chance for the Farmington Down-
town Development Authority, or the more
retailer-driven Downtown Farmington Busi-
ness Association, to put a different spin on

Patterson must

H e reinforced his stature as Oakland Coun-
ty's top ambassador by tallying the most
votes of any countywide candidato in the
November general election.

L. Brcuks Putterxnn pnrluyed his charisma,

litical savvy, o and
campaign promises into a second four-year
term as county executive, Oakland's top elect-
ed position. The Waterford Republican easily
beat his hard-charging challenger, Troy
Democrat Ed Hamilton, whose “high tech”
campaign theme envisioned a corporate style
of management in what he catled blonted
county government with 4,100 taxpayer-fund-
ed jobs.

Patterson rode to victory on the jet streama
carrying Oakland's building industry and
retail sector. But he can rightly claim credit
for helping the county become a global mar-
kctplucc.

His i 3 since firat ing elec-
tion in 1992 helped stir winds of change in
QOakland, home to 1.1-million people. The top
accomplishment: a balanced budget thanks to
aggressive ding controls like
incentives, privatized services, a department
merger, and a hiring and wage freeze,

Patterson answered South Oakland's call
for help by naming a special liaison, Jean
Chamberlain, The Woodward Dream Cruise, a
new Michigan State Police post in Oak Park
and the Woodward Avenue Corridor Study are
among the byproducts of her appointment. He
also invigorated Oakland's trade relations
with Mexico. He brought full-time U.8. Cus-
toms service to Oakland County Internationat
Airport. And his Business Roundtable, with
representntion from the education community,
prompted economic support services like the
Onc Stop Shop and Export Assistance Center.

Patterson broke from the ultra-conservative
ranks of his party to endorse countywide tax
boosts for Oakland Community Cnllcge and

pl search, Perhaps instead of looking
solely for the traditional teenager or school-
bound early 20-something, they could tap the
abundance of seniors who live nearby.

The schuul dmnct could he a resource as
well, y its pro-
gram, whose smdent base includes single par-
ents and recent immigrantsa.

During the SMART millage issue, we inter-
viewed people who would get up at 5 a.m. and
catch three buses to work here.

So, obviously, downtown Farmington is as
fine a place to earn a dime a8 it is to spend
one,

remain focused

( OAKLAND WATCH ]

watch not only on how well Patterson
responds to new challenges but also meets his
campaign pledges. Those pledges included:
spearheading a countywide equity task force
to bring more state tax dollars back to Oak-
land County, especially for road construction,
hn‘dge mpair and mental health care; refining
international video tel encing to help
match local businesses with potentinl furclgn
partners; pi ing Oakland's enter
industry in the wake of casino gambling in
Detroit; maintaining economic spurs to keep
the county tax rate and unemployment rate in
control, He also pledged to continue computer
innovations beyond whnt he's nlready intro-

a good film?

‘I really liked *Staves of Now ‘Mother Night.' ‘I really don't
We asked this | «rargo.” 1t was York.' It's aclas- | t's on adapto- watch a lot of
question at reaily off beat sle tale of starv tion of Kurt Von- movles, The last
Unique Fiim and and quitky.’ Ing artists trylng negut novel.” one | sow was
Video tomoke it in Paul Palnt Forest Gump.
in Farmington dulle Schloner | -\ —Haomtramck Joff Kraus
Hilts. ~Farmington Both Gardiner —Canton
—St. Clair
Shores.

LETTERS

Return TVO to cable lineup

Enclnscd is a copy of my Dec. 16, 1996 letter to
‘Time Warner cable concerning the climina-
tion of TVO from tha cable lineup. It should be
noted that to date, Robert McCann (general
manager of Time Warner) has not seen fit to
even give me the courtesy of a roply.

Dear Mr, McCann:
I am writing to protest in the possi-

hearts of people. I wish such an easy concept
wnsn't 6o hard for our society to grasp.

Jesus wna a mln model of peace, patience,
trol.

My Christmas wnsh is that the 1.8 billion
people who have the spirit of Christmas, stand
up and be counted. It's not casy.

We need to let our Christmas Lights shine
m our hearts all year long, in our schools,

and tk t the country.

ble terms Time Wamner’s deeision to drop TVO
(TV Ontario) from its channel lineup. TVO has
become a cherished and vital part of our house-
hold’s entertainment and educational world. We
were dismayed, to sny the least, when we turned
on our TV set after Dec. 1 only to see a blank
acreen.

I am ot a loss to understand why TVO is no
longer offered when we can receive more than
three home shopping services, I can not under-
stand why TVO is not offered when I, as o resi-
dent of tho city of Farmington, am able to recoive
the municipal channela for two citics (Farming-
ton Hills and Novi) other than my own. I can not
understand why TVO was dropped when the
previous channel (21) on which it was delivered
has been a blank screen.

I contacted TVO and the only solution they
were able to suggest was to install an antanna
and receive their signal over the air, If T am
forced to take this measure then 1 might as well
cancel my cable service and subscribo to 2 DSS
system since I will have an antenna in place to

date the local ch 1s that a DSS sys-
tem does not broadeast.

If Time Wamer has reconsidered its indefenst.
ble decision to drop TVO programming, then I
will be happy to reconsider my decision to seck
an alternative to Time Warner ns my program-
ming provider,

Please advise.

Robert W. Kirkland
Farmington

Let the light shine

e: Rena Fulka's article, “Christians cele-
brate the birth of a Savior,” on Dec, 19,
Today, there is so much emphasis on values
nychms. Well, here it is, all summed up ina
iful nrnclc, that I plan to keep and

duced —
ized bage maps, and remote electronic aceess
of county information.

‘We're nlso keenly interested in his vision
fora fcur-yenr plun wuchmg on everythmg
from gy to b to

Opposed w a regional cultural tax, Patter-
son at least should support putting the issue
to a public vote since a healthy of

share,
Values come from the heurts of people, no
matter what race or religion. C time

Sharon Drowes, Rochester Hills

Many teachers overpald too

Thu subjective opirions and conclusions

reached by teachera suggesting that the

classroom instructors today are generally sub-

jected to scorn and ridicule is surprising, The

claim by teachers in recont weeks that identifi-

cation as instructors brings them expressions of
ht and loathing is unbeliovabl

The same people believe that teachers are
underpaid. Some are, but tens of thousanda
across the land are not. Many are overpaid and I
write that because many teachers do not achiove
at the lovel for which they are paid, . °. " . .

Just as thousands of minimum Wage workors
are overpaid because they don't produce the
income sufficient to cover what they are paid,
and this d can be , some
teachers do not producu at the level which
ensures that students will be ready for the
sequential classes in which they will enroll. |

Some of the best people I have known in my
lifetimo have been teachers. Not only wera thoy
very able in the classroom, but they were great
pooplc, very moral mthvidunlu instructors that

could i very lueky to
have known, Too many teachers, however, really
don't belong in the classroom. Mnny are often
tardy to school and many miss 10, 15, and more
school days each school year, nsf.anslbly out of
school sick, but many times to shap, to keop a
doctor’s appointment, to take the family car to
the shop for repairs,

There are measurements of teachor accom-
plishments we can use to determine their effec-
tiveness, The scores of children in reading com-
prehension, scicnce, and math have declined in
recent yeors despite better achools, better equip-
ment, and better materials. Thero can be a
plethora of evaluation instruments that measure
the student’s progress in the several areas of
“school endenvor, and the teacher’s performance,
too, can be ovaluated in soveral ways if those

iblo for teacher creditability would take

happens to be a chance for over 1.8 billion peo-
ple to “pass it on™ and to touch the hearts of
others.
The article beautifully summarizes the
ing of Chris| :

visitors to the Detroit Institute of Arts, -
Detroit Historical Muscum and the city’s
other cultural jewels are Oakland residents.
Times change, and 8o do the conditions
under which pledges are made. Stil], political
igns are bullt around themes with fixed

the SMART bus sy: swm rap Pr

ey

. It's within this back-

* Richard Th
of assisted-suicido crusndcr Jack Kevorkian,

> and mlly for the Michigan Jobs
o Soh

1 )
drop that we w:ll pcnodlcully re-visit how
well Executwc Pntwrson is fulfilling public

1-to-Work p: His g his landslide re-clec-
actions pmvod tobein kccpmg wnh popular tion.
. opinion in the county. Bob Sklar is managing editor of our Oak-
Over the next year, wo as an Oakland land County cditions.

. County newspaper network will keep close

This wook In history as reported In past
cditions of the Farmington Observer and ‘the
Farmington Entorprise.

40 Years pgo — Jan. 10, 1957 (Enterprise)

. Farmington Township residents took the

first step to form a Leaguo ofSubdwmlunAuo—

] ciationa, as they met to choose a governing
-board. Reprcucnmtn o3 from 21 out of 24 subdi-

visions were part of the meeting.

25 Years ego ~ Jon. 89, 1972
*Mr, Oskland County” Delos Hamlin of
Farminglon announced he was retiring from

service after 30 yeara on the Oakland County
Board of Commissioners. The farmer meat
market owner had also served Farmington as a
councilmnn and mayor for a dozen ycars before
that,
Two years ago — Jon. 12, 1995

Timo had run out on & recall offort aimed
agninat six Farmington Hille City Council
members. “We couldn't get enough signatures,”
said Betty Lurie of Voters' Voice, a group of
residents opposed to the mn!mvcmnl Timber-
crest development at 12 Mile and Middlebeit.
Their door-to-door effort didn't gather tho 6,000
signatures nedded.

W Love for humanity. |

# Miracles of children.

8 Caring for others.

# Finding fulfillment and joy.

H Celebrating family and friends.

W Expressions of care.

The only chance for world peace is through
these ideals. God is Lave. Love comes from the

ther ibility for doing 80,

That tenchers are not held to account doesn’t
mean that they can nat be, Even an unscientific
determination like asking tho studenta walking
in the halls who tho sble teachers in the school
are suggests that the very able teachera ought to
bo paid considerably more than those who can't
or won't get the job dono. Yes, there are teachers
who could do a good job in the classroom but
don't, and there are ctors who are just not
capable, lacking knowledge and understanding
of the subject's content and/or exhibiting an
innbility to get students to learn,

Neil Goodbred
Livonia
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we publish

in a fundamentally different way than our blggcr J

itics

independent from the stories and

8, we think about commumty Jjournalism
ion. They h tues to be
in to write the unusual or

they cover,

sensational end then dashing off to cover eomething elee. We regard ourselves as both accurate
Journalists and as caring citizens of the communitics where we work.”

- " — Philip Power ~




