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BY RENA FULRA
BPECIAL WRITER

Booths offering everything
from Islamic vidcos to fine
foods of the Middle and Far
Enst dvew over 1,000 visitors
on Jan. 5, to the firat pre-
Ramadan Ethnic Bazaar at the
Unity Conter in Bloomfield
‘Township.

Ramndan, the ninth month
of the Muslim calendar, com-
mentes with the sighting of the
new moon and is culminated
by the sighting of the next
moon.

This year, the observance
begins Jan. 10 and ends Feb. 9.

Most individuals attending
the bazaar were affiliated with
either the Unity Center or
mosques in Rochester Hills
and Canton. Others came from
the greater community,

*It's not just o Muslim affair,
it's an cthnic affair,” said Sha-
heena Begg of Bloomfield Hills,
who arganized the Oakinnd
County event. “It's for Muslims
and non-Muslims alike.”

While some visitors snacked
on popular palate-plensers like
shish kabab and biryani, a
meat and rice dish, othera took
the opportunity to shop for
clothes, jewelry and gilts for
the post-Ramadan celebration
of Eid.

*“People like to do their shop-
ping now, before the fast
begins,” said Begg.

Ramadan is characterized by
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“The total expdrience :
1s self-restraint from
worldly things,/material
things and the tarnal
deslres that hyman
bolngs have.” | .
' Igbal Baig

a month-long, dawn-to-dusk
abstinence from foed, drink,
smoking and sexudl relations
that is meant to increase “God-
consciousness.”

The fast is the fourth of The
Five Pillars of Ialam, which
provide the framework of Mus-
lim spiritual life. The others
arc the declaratidn of faith,
praying five times i day, alms-
giving nnd making Hajj, or pil-
grimage to the hbly city of
Mecca. '

“The total experience is self-
restraint from worldly things,
materinl things nnd.the carnal
desires that humpn beings
have,” snid Iqbn!l Baig of Troy.
“It teaches you how to control
yourself and do more charity,
gerve humanity and feel for the
leas fortunate.”

Baig and his wife, Shaheen,
manned adjoining.booths at
the Ethnic Bazaar, peddling
oriental rugs and jewelry.

An engineer at General
Motors, who operates his own
busincas on the side, Baig
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Amerlcan fare: Children affiliated with the Unity Center played a role in raising funds for the general mainte-
nance of the mosque by peddling candy.

serves the Unity Center at
1830 W. Square Lake as a
back-up “hafiz” — one who has
memorized the entire Qu'ran,
the Inst revealed word of God
and the source of Islamic

: P
Holiday attire:

gift-giving.

Dr. Kishwa

r Tuhir of Bloomfield Hills
shops for new clothing for Eid, the post-Ramadan cele-
bration marked by prayer, feasting, socializing and

teachings and laws. During
Ramadan, the entire Qu'ran
unfolds chapter by chapter as
the hafiz recites it in Arabic
from memory each night at the
mosque,

“It's a tradition of the
prophet Mohammed,"”
expianined Baig, who studied
the Qu'ran (or three years in
his native India before attend-
ing school.

Ramadan commemorates the
revenling of the Qu'ran to the
prophet Mohammed in the
year 610 in the Common Era.
“Qu'ran literally means recito-
tion, reading the revelations
from God,” snid Victor Begg,
president of the Muslim-Amer-
ican Alliance. “It's the Newest
Testoment ... the continuation
of God’s messoge,”

A Bloomficld Hills business-
man, Begg and his wife, Sha-
heena, are founding members
of the Unity Center, along with

their children, Sami, Yusuf
and Sofia.

The Ethnic Bazaar, held to
raise funds for the general
maintenance of the mosque
and for Family Services, was
purpesely scheduled to precede
Ramadan as an annual event.

“Qur first day of operation
was on the first day of
Ramadan,” snid Begg, when
discussing the founding of
Unity Center. “This is our
fourth Ramadan. In a way, it's
historic for us.”

A good cross-section of the
Muslim community is repre-
sented at the Unity Center,
where 100 affiliated families
claim ancestry from Africa,
Bosnia, India, Lebanon and
Russia,

“We're a billion strong in the
world,” said Begg, a member of
the National Amecrican Muslim
Council Board of Advisors.

“Muslims, wherever they
went, created a distinct Mus-
lim culture, The Muslim com-
munity in America is atill
Americanizing.”

The diverse group is united
by the same precept that

unites Muslims worldwide — a
sense of community called,
“Ummah.”

“The community concept of
Islam is very important,” said
Begg, a native of India who
came to the United States in
1969 as a student. *“It binds ua
as one community, irrespective
of race or ethnic background.”

Muslims throughout the
world break the Ramadan fast
preciscly at sunsct in a daily
ritunl that is shared with fami-
ly and friends. “When
Ramadan comes, people are
looking forward to it,” said
Begg. “It’s not just a renewal
spiritually. It's a whole social
atmosphere.”

The observance culminates
with Eid, a special feast cen-
tered around prayer, socializ-
ing and gift-giving.

The Arabic word, Islam,
menns peace, purity, accep-
tance and commitment. “Islom
is not a new religion. It's a con-
tinuation of the message of
God,” ndded Begg.

“We believe in Jesus and
Moses, and our common ances-
tor is Abraham.”

Ethnic gifts: Bloomfield
Hills engineer Igbal Baig,
a back-up “hafiz” at the
Unity Center; sold jewelry
and oriental rugs at the
pre-Ramadan Ethnic
Bazaar.
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Emmy-winning comedian,
talk show host, actress and
writer Joan Rivers will
entertain at CHOICES 11
a.m,, March &, at Adat
Shalom Synagogue, 29901
Middlebelt, Farmington
Hills.

CHOICES is the annual
Allied Jowish Campaign
community outreach event
and fund-raising luncheon
sponsored by the Bloom-
field Hills-based Jewish
Federation Women's Cam-
paign and Edueation
Department.

Since hor career begin.
nings a8 a stand-up comedi-
an, Rivers has become an
author, actresa, playwright,
sereenwriter, movic direc-
tor and talk show hostess.

She has written four
books and a newspaper col-
umn,

QOn television, she wrate
for “Candid Camera,” “That
Show” and ABC-TV movie
“The Girl Most Likely To."
She has appeared on “The
Tonight Show™ as both a
guest and guest host, and
on critically acclaimed talk
shows in England.

Her one-hour comedy spe-
cinl, “Joan Ms. Rivers and
Friends Solute Heidi Abro-
mowitz,” aired in 1985; ane
year later, she had her own
talk show on the Fox net-
work.

She also hosted shows on
the USA network and
appeared in a made-for-TV
movie “Haw to Marry a Mil-
lionaire.” With daughter
Melirsn, a “CBS This Morn-
ing” feature reporter, sho

Joan Rivers to speak
at Adat Shalom .

starred in the 'I‘V'ﬁlm
“Tears and Laughter ... The
Joan and Meclissa Ri
Story."

On the QVC television
shopping network, Rivera
introduced her own fashion
jewelry line and currently
hosts “Cnn We Shop?™--

Rivers has nppeared in
and written for movies, and
made her directorinl debut
in 1978 with the film “Rab-
bit Test.”

On Broadway, Ms. Rivers
was in “Fun City,” a play
she wrote with her Inte
husband, “Edgar Rosen-
berg; “Broadway Bound”

and “Sally Marr .., and "

Her Escorts.” She has won
many honars for her chari-
table work and in the enter-
tainment field.

There is a $20 bharge
which includes lunch, plus
a minimum $150 pledge to
the Allied Jewish Cam-
paign is required for admis-
sion. [

Complimentary baby-sit-
ting will be available for
children age 2 V2 and older
by reaervation before Feb.

N .

Co-sponsors ard Jacob-
son's, which hns stores in
Birmingl and Rochest

COMMUNITY MESSENGER

Community Messenger features
spiritual announcements from
Oakland County religious institu-
tions. Write: Community Mes-
senger, ¢/o Beliefs & Values
Editor, Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, 805 E. Maple,
Birmingham, M! 48008, Qur fax
number s (810) 644-1314,

M FRIENDS ARE TALKIRG

The American Arabic and Jewish
Fricnds, whose membership
includes many Oakland County
residents, will hold a “Friends
Are Talking” luncheon at noon
Thursday, Jan. 16, The Peking
House, 215 S. Washington, Royal
Oak. Cost is $10, To For reserva-
tions, call Barbara Gray of the
The Greater Detroit Interfaith
Roundtable of the National Con-
ference: (313) 869-6306.

“Friends Are Talking gatherings
have given Jewish and Arabic
people an opportunity to come
together in a very comfortable
and informal social setting, while
devcloping friendships and better
understanding of the two commu-
nitiea, It hns alse provided oppor-
tunities for individuals to net-
work, socially and professionals
1y,” said Michacl Donenfeld,
Amecricon Arabic and Jewish
Fricnds co-chairman.

The American Arabic and Jowish
Fricnds, a program of the
Greater Detroit Interfaith
Roundtnble of the National Con-
ference, i8 an organization found-
ed with the mission to improve
understanding and friendship
between the Arab and Jewish

and Polo Ralph Lauren,
which has a store if, Troy.
Resorvation deadline is
Feb. 21, unleas the program
sells out earlicr. .
For information,|ecall the
Federation Women's Cam-

paign  and Education
Department, (810) 642
4260, 1

W BIBLE 8TUDY
First United Methodist Church,

days. Child care is offered on
Tuesdny mornings. For informa-
tion, call Betty Breedlove at (810)
646-9682,

M KOSHER COOKING

Cong, B'nni Moshe, 6800 Drake,
West Bloomfield, invites aspir-
ing chefy, men as well as women,
to participate in a Kosher Cook-
ing Clnss with Mimi Markofsky,
of Sperbers Catering. The class
meets from 7 to @ p.m. on
Wednesdays, Jan. 22 and Feb, 5,
and features a variety of kosher
meatless recipes. Everyone is
invited, The cost is $20 per ses-
sion, There is a discount for
members of Sisterhood B'nai
Moshe, which is sponsoring the
event. Pre-paid registration is
strongly encournged. For infor-
mation, Jeave a message for the
Sisterhood at (810) 788-0600.

I HOMINATIONS NEEDED ’
The Michigan Regiunal Advisory
Board of the Southficld-based
Anti-Defamation League invites
nominationa for the 1997 Greater
Detroit Women of Achievement
Award. Presented on May 1, the
award honors women of inspira-
tion who are making a difference
in our community.

Nominations are requested to
identify women who demenstrate
excellence in leadership, through
their professional and personal
lives, and who exemplify the phi-
losophy of the ADL by promating
greater understanding among the
diverse racial, religious and eth-
nic communities of Greater
Detroit. The ADL is dedicated to
safeguarding civil rights and
combating all forms of prejudice,
liscrimination, bigotry and anti-

805 E. Maple, Birmingham,
invites women to include Bible
study in their new year by joining
WOW! or WOW! P.M. for an in-
depth study of the book of Gene-
gis through group discussion and
@ lecture led by Leigh Hook. The
group meeta at 9:30 a.m. on Tues-
doys, and at 7:30 p.m. on Thura-

-nee qualifies for the award and a

Semitism.

Nominations should include the
name, address and phone num-
ber of the nominee, company or
organization (if applicable), a
brief summary of why the nomi-

contact number for the person or
organization aubmitting the nom-

inntion. Mail nominatione by
Jan. 10 to: ADL, 4000 Town Cen-
ter, Suite 420, Southficld, MI
48076, or fax to: (810) 355-9534.
For further information, call
(810) 355-3730.

M HOLIDAY RECORDING

! First United Methodist Church,
' 1589 W. Maple, Birmingham, is

offering CD's and cassette tapes

| of ita choirs for purchase during

the holidny scnson, The anniver-
sary recording contains thrilling
anthems, inspiring hymns, peal-
ing bells nnd exciting youth
choirs. Proceeds go to the youth

' choirs' tour to England. For infor-

mation, call (810) G46-1200.

M JEWISH ISSUES

Cong. B'nni Moshe, n West
Bloomficld synagogue with a
metro-wide membership base,
hns launched a monthly, home-
based “Contemporary Jewish
Issucs™ discussion group facilitat-
cd by Rabbi Elliot Pachter. The
next meeting will take place at 8
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 12, at a pri-
vatc home in West Bloamfield.
‘The group draws its topics from
“Sh'ma,” o biweekly journal of
Jewish opinian published by
CLAL-The National Jewish Cen-
ter for Learning and Lendership,
CLAL is a leader in the cffort to
proniote pluralism and mutual
respect among the in

offers daytime, evening and Sun-
dny morning Hebrew reading

. classes for the winter session.

Classes meet for cight sessions
and are open to the public.
Total Beginner Hebrew Reading,
taught by Ahuva Newman, meets
from 12:3D to 1:30 p.m. on Thurs.
dnys beginning Jan. 18, The class
focuses on letter recognition and

. phonetic reading ability, especial-

Ty for the siddur (the Jewish
prayer book for Shabbat, the fes-
tivals and daily worship ser-

. vices,) The cost is $28 for B'nai

" Moshe members, $45 for non-

members, Newman is also teach-

ing a Tatal Beginner Hebrew

Reading clngs from 7:30 to 9 p.m.

on Thursdays beginning Jan. 16.

‘This class began in October and

has met eight times. New stu-

| dents are welcome. The fee is $40

| for members, $66 for non-mem-

! bera.Two adult Hebrew classes
on a Beginner Pius level are
being offered for students with

! three semesters experience in

* Hebrew study. Dr. Ed Golen-

' berg's series runs from 9:30 to 11

| a.m. on Sundays beginning Jan.

¢ 12. The fee is $18 for members,

¢ $36 for non-members. Education

director Ritn Abramson’s class

meets from 8 to 9 p.m. on Mon-
dnys beginning Jan. 13, Tuition
is $28 for members, $45 for non-
members.

Ai Ad d

contemporary Judaism, Recent
issues of “Sh'ma” have focused on
cthies and Jewish cammunal
lcadership, physician-assisted
suicide, synagogue music, Jewish
spirituality, new directions in
Jewish philanthropy, Jews and
liberalism, and the angst of Jew-
ish boby-boomers. There is a
charge, which includes year's
subscription to “Sh'ma.” For more
information and to receive a com-
plimentary issue of “Sh'ma” to
read in advance of the Jan. 12
session, call (810) 788-0600.

i HEBREW CLASSES

Kolel Moshe, Cong. B'nai Moshe's
adult Jewish lcarning center,

| The I
Hebrew Reading class meets

from 9:30 to 11 a.m. on Sundays
beginning Jan. 12. This group
has been studying with instructor
Nathan Roth for five years. The
fee is $18 for members, $36 for
non-membera.

New students are cordially invit-
cd to join the continuing adult
Hebrew classes at B'nai Moshe,
6800 Drake, Weat Bloomfield.
Prospective students may audit

. the first class at no charge before
deciding to enrall,

For information or to arrange a
personal consultation with an
instructor, call Rita Abramson at
(810) 788-0600.




