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Evita’ glves Madonna the role of a lifetime

Watching the
new movie
“Evitn,” you
can't help but
draw compar-
isona: to the
stage musical on
which it's based;
to dircctor Alan
Parker's similar-
ly frenetic adap-
tation of “Pink
Flayd: The
Wall;” and to
any president
with, o strong-willed wife who
captures the public’s eye,

Other comparisons surround
its star, Modonno: to her mostly
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forgettable previous film rotes; to
r 1, i Blick

the projector shuts off. The

that Evita Peron,

P
stunts over the last decade; and
to the last woman who could
carry a movie musical like this,
Borbra Streisand.

By most accounts “Evita” is
served well. The comparatively
early work (1976) by Andrew
Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice still
has a certain mechanical quality
but much of it makes for pretty
outstanding theater, on stage or
at the local multiplex (it plays
exclusively at the Main Art
Theatre before opening wide),

The movie begins appropriate-
ly in a movie theater, where the
patrons threaten to riot when

“gpiritual leader of Argentina,”
has died sends the audience into
paralysis.

Only one man manages to
keep n dry eye. Played with reg-
uisite passion by Antonio
Banderas, he shows up through-
out the film in a number of dif-
ferent guises, an Argentinian
everyman who questions what,
for all her glitter, Evita really did
for the country.

A poor girl with few proapects
beyond her good looks, Eva
Duarte began keeping company
with a serics of powerful men
before ending up with
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Argentintan politico Juan Peron
(Jonathan Pryce), shortly before
his nscent to power in the mid-
19408s. Identified by the country’s
lower classes as onoe of them who
made it to the top, she brought
glamor to the country while, by
most accounts, falling short on
her promiscs for socinl reform.

In the role of a lifetime,
Madonna proves beyond a doubt
that she really can act. Of courso
this iz hcavy, silent movie dra-
matics, with the kind of MTV-
style lipgyncing that the pop
music diva can do in her aleep,
but she looks great and virtually
carries the film.

Director Parker, who has
linked music ond movies since
“Fame” in 1980, lights Madonna
like a modern-day Dietrich.
Though his movie takes awhile
to start and cven longer to wrap
up, it still packs a lot of music
and energy into just over two
hours of film.

Take the “What's New, Bucnos

Aires?” number, a rousing Latin
dence montage where 15-ycar-
old Eva takes the train from her
small village into the big city.
Hitting the strcets ready to
make her mark, she registers the
samo kind of unbridled enthusi-
nam as Streisand on that tug-
boat in “Funny Girl.”

The “Evita” soundtrack offers
the best and worst parts of
Webber, from the screechy elec-
tric guitars left over from “Jesus
Christ Superstar” to lilting bal-
1nds like “Another Suitcase in
Another Hall.” And while I'm not
a fan of Webber musicals, Evita's
initial performance of “Don’t Cry
For Mg, Argentina” is still stir-
ring.

Like Evita's ascent {rom tramp
to political powerhouse,
Madonna hopes to undergo her
awn' transformation as a scrious
actress. A recent mother with an
Qscar nomination potentially
looming, the Oakland County
native, like her character,

Madonna stors In “Evita.”

appears to have a well-calculated
carcer plan.

John Monaghan welcomes your
calls and comments, To leave
Jokn a veice mail message, dial
(313) 953-2047 on a touch-tone
phone, mailbox 1866.
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