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Here are alternatives to the monochrome trend:

This week I
would liko to
spend some time
discussing one
of my favorite
aspects of archi-
tecture — mate-
rialg, If allowed
to be used
expressively,
building muteri-

been looking for to add interest
to a project. Ideally, though, thia
intereat in materiala should be
found throughout an entire pro-
ject thereby uniting all aspects of
the work together.

Although not always consid-
ered in high regard, the con-
crete/masonry family has some
benutifu} products. First of all,

L

als have tremen.
dous qualitica
that create
interesting visual and emotive
effects.

In a lecture that I once heard
by Michael Graves he talked
about how the twentieth century
had worked very hard to dimin-
ish the natural qualities of build.
ing materials, Whereas plaster
has textural variations, drywall
has none,

Another example of this is the
current preoccupation of ours to
paint all surfaces, so where there
used to be differing wood species
with inherent natural blemishes,

Pl as a verti-
cal wall surface has made some
of the more beautiful architec-
tural hemes but is rarely used.
As a horizontal surface it has
been used o flooring material
and as a countertop material.
Floored

1 used it as n flooring material
at Barbara'’s Paper Bag in Birm-
ingham and some other desi|

degrade the surface has been
sort of foasilized - very nico!

I have had modest experience
with mnsonry products but the
polished face concrete blocks
have always intrigued me. Thoy
are refined and have an interest-
ing quality to them. I have also
seen glozed faca blocka and brick
which have a shiny and highly
finished quality to them. Per-
haps they would be perfect in a
bath or the right kind of kitchen.

Meaning for ‘bond’

In addition to sclecting the
right product for the design
objective, the materials can be
assembled in a wide variety of
ways; this is called its "bond.”
Depending on which bond is

1 d th of the

used it as a bar top nt Brazil in
Royal Onk. It can be dyed and
stained and can be formed into
virtually any shope possible.

1t is also a very low mainte-
nance material and can be sub-
jected to both indoor and outdoor

ditions. One other ional

now there is the
dullness of paint.

Introducing some of these
materinls into one's project could
be just the thing that one hns

Houses sold
even before
they’re built

quality about conerete is ita abil-
ity to be imprinted with texture.
1 have seen surfaces that have
had leaves scattered into the fin-
ish surface; ofter the leaves

{AP) — Twenty houses in Haslett near
Lnnsing, most of which have not even
been built yet - have been auctioned off.

The houses were auctioned for pri
ranging from $170,000 to $270,000.

The subdivision developer wanted to
sell the homes quickly to avoid the alow,

post-September housing market, s
Thomas Vetter, president of Acceleral
Marketing Systems, the Danville, Cal

e app

wall will be altered; check
of time with your mason.

Another big favorite is stone,
which would include granites,
limestones and marbles. Marbles
have tremendous variations from
jet blacks to pure whites. Mar-
bles are fairly soft and easily
seratched. Nonetheless, they are
used in both vertical and hori-
zontal applications.

Some marbles can be used in
this climate for outdoor applica-

ghend

cea
relocates in Detrait.

aid
ted

lif- ings,” Vetter said.
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based company that held the auction.
The auction also was spurred by the

fact some Oldsmobile executives soon

will be leaving Lansing as the company

The developer, Heritage Residential
Group, “wanted to do it before Oldsmeo-
bile caused any more homes to go on the
market and increase the available list-

N

tions but most are for indoor use
only. Big dollar jobs use marble
in slab form (up to 40" x 8-0%)
and moedest priced jobs use tiles
which can be found up to 18" x
18* in size. Once again, a nearly
infinite variety of patterns can
be created by cutting tho marble
(slab or tile) into differing sizes
and recombining them,
Regardless of siz"u or color,

way into the kitchen and onto
the countertop where it is scen
by many as the sign of ultimate
quality.

Personally, I am not a fan of
the matoria! because it is too
cold and too hard. If using it be
aware that anything that falls on
it will brenk. For countertops I
am 8 big fan of Maple
bu'u.:horblock; more on that later.

marble r pres
cious” building material and
when used it says one of two
things: high quality and taste, or
ostentatiousness and no toste.

Either way, lots of moolah is °

involved so be carefull

Not a granite fan

Granito also has a tremendous
range of colors, nearly that of
marble. Granite's virtue is that it
is an extromely dense and hard
materinl, Up until recently it
wae used primarily as an exteri-
or cladding and as o paver where
it was unequaled in its durabili-

ty.
Over

the last
ten or fif-

found its’
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as
building material ia more com-
mon in European construction.
Much of it is quarried in France
but we have two large quarry
areas in thia country- Minnesota
and Indiana.

The Indiana limestones look
like smoothly cast concrete and
are uged for window and door
silla as well as important civic
and federal buildinga,

The Minnesota Kasota lime-
stones are more similar to the
Europenn limestones in that
theroe is & rich mottled and varie-

Beauniful new home designs in
1his iagidicent sening, tucked
into the mre pravacy ol deep,
unspanled woodlands.

Faomn the oud $300,000,
810-669-1070

But tn conjunation with

The Selective Group

A wreat Jocation, minutes from
Laureh Park Place with Nonbwille’s
acclimed schoots. Visit aur fresh
new decorated model and see 1his
magnificent wooded site.

Fant the $290,000's.
313420-1145

COUME M E R

Hnrv)" Only afew homcesiles
remain i the Gnal phase of thus
il selling commusuty. Quick
weeupancy in a tangil country
seuting, Located on Maple Rd,
west of Wisom Rd. Visit our sales
office at Loon Lake Woxls

From the $200,000s.
#10.960-0770

C O MM IER
A picturesque wooded
neighborhood with alt-spons

lake psivileges. New model plans
naw available.

From the fow $240,000's.
810.960-0770

A village armosphere, winding
sidewalks and a great location with
exemplary Novi schools. Beautifully
devorated models now open, Several
homes currently under constsuction
for quick oceupancy.

From the $270.000's.

810-347-7835

Built (4 confunction with:

Crescendo Bullders

A spectacular new community
wath acees of private recreation
including hall ficlds, sennis courts
and atol las,

From the $220,000s.
313-213.7727

gated coloration which ranges
from light grays to warm tans.
The older parts of Somersct mall
were done in these magnificent |
stones, :
Used a8 a countertop material
they need to be sealed and even
if sealed will stain if dork, juice
based liquida are spilled on

cm.

The Europeans arc comfort-
able with these stains and enjoy !
the patina that js created; keep’
that in mind if you decide to go
with limestone. ‘

Next weck we will take a Ioo:k'
at metals, woods and glass.

Steve Sivak is a licensed archi-
tect in private practice and an .

.adjunct professor of architecturg

at Lawrence Technological Uni
versity in Southfield. He specia
izes in well-crafted residentio
and comemercial architecture an
can be contacted at (313} 769
8502.
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