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March on D.C.; A Farmington
Hills-based team of pompon all-
stars will be part of the inaugur-
al parade for President Clinton
Monday. /A3

Saluted: Find out which Farming-
ton Hills city employees were
honored for their length and
quality of service. /A3

COMMUNITY LIFE

Wide acclalm: A Farmingtbn Hills
video production company pro-
duces award-winning videos. /B1

- BELIEFS & VALUES
Inter-married couples: There is help

for these couples who face a host
of challenges. /BS

New models: Models, now known
as product specialists, have

- changed as much as the cars over
the years at the Detroit Interna-
tional Auto Show. /D1 o

G Reoal Estato 16

Jusines: D14 | Crossword 7
Beliefs & Values B5-8 | Ei J E

-| Calendar Alo | Military nows A8
Classified: __IK | Movie Guide 8E

. _Au K6 |- Obituarics Al0
Employment JG | Police, firecalls A4
__Service Guido K8 | Real Estato nows Gl
Pets K6 ! Sports C1

Zoning board rejects
Kroger; suit planned

BY WILLIAM COUTANT
BTAFF WRITER

A proposed Kroger shopping conter was given a
thumbs down Tucsday, so the developer's attorney
began work on o lnwsuit Wednesday,

By a 4-2 vote, the Farmington Hills Zoning Board of
Appeals rejected o request for a usc varinnco that
would have allowed the building of a 63,000-square-
foot Kroger store in a 128,000-square-foot shopping
center at Hoggerty and Ninc Mile.

_ Board member Greg Kocab, who voted in the majori-
ty, said the Midland Group failed to show unneccssary
hardship in trying to develop the property under the
current office zoning of the 17 acres for tho site sand-
vbvlkl:hcd between 1-275 and Haggerty, north of Nine

ile. . .

Board member Mary Avery, who voted for the vari-

anco, aaid the master plan pravided for just such a
development in that area. .

“This isn't surrounded by residentinl,” she said, *It
could bo a benefit to the southwest quadrant.”

Board moember alternate Randal Bruce joined Avery
in opposing the rejection,

The rejection coupled with the city council's unani-
mous action against a rezoning request for the proper-
ty in September leaves court action as the ouly other
path, said attornoy Norman Hyman, who represents
Midland. :

“Yes, we are planning court action,” he snid after
the vote. "That should speak volumes.”

The property owners — George Vancik, Juanita .

‘Vancik, Nichalas Lubnik, Deborah Lubnik and Selec-
‘tive D t Co, — had tonded that they
-could not sell the property after nino years of trying
:undor the current zoning. That conatituted a hard-
1ship, the developer anid. .
. They had failed to have it rezoned from offico use to
‘commercizl after the city planning commission had
‘voted 4-4 for the change and the council rejected it 7-
o

* “Tho petitioner failed to establish that its plight was
duo to unique circumstances peculiar to its property
and not to general neighborhood conditions,” said the
motion drafted by City Attorney Dork Beckerleg. ~
Had the use variance beon granted, it would have
had the effect of rezoning the land.
. Although some residents had said they would like a
‘grocery atore/drug stere typo shopping center in the
‘aren, the majority of Farmington Hills and Novi resi-

‘dents who spoke at a public hearing in Soptembor -

‘werp opposed to moro noise and traffic, and the impact

on residentinl property values in the area.

. A court casa invalving Novi last year establihied the

mecd for a'developer or property owner to exhaust all

Jother possibilities beforo resorting to a lawauit. For

‘that roeson, the Midland Group had to request the
4 wariance beforo tho zoning board befare taking court

- ection.

Bond vote |

<BY LARRY
O'CONNOR
BTAYY WRITER

With one motion,

« " | 'the Farmington
schoal board
trusteeca unani-

mously aaid bonds a way in a man-
ner that'suggests. thoy don't think
it will blow up in their-faces. |

The bonrd approved submitting a

bond application to the state tron-

sury during a specinl meoting Mon-
, day. If approved by the statc,
trustees will call for an clection
March 25 to ask voters to OK a

$110 million bond issue and renew
the current hold-harmless millage
rate,

“We have an application,” board
president Dave York snid.

All bonrd members' quostions
appear to bo answered. Now it's the
public’s turn.

Bill Steiber already has a jump.
The Farmington Hills resident con-
tinued to pepper school officials
with inquires about the bond pro-
posal.

Steiber supports the bond, but
had lingering quostions about
interest rates, computer equip-

arch 25

© 1297 Juburban Comaunicatlons Cerparaiies’

ment, oquity of rceources, the
millage renewatl and how infor-
mation is presented to the public.

Farmington Public Schools

Proposcd School Buitding

»_ and Site Bonds

m IMPACT OF BONDING
sl ALTERNATIVES ON

Ho rend the voluminous financial
strategics committee report,
which recommends the district
geok a $110 million bond to pay
for building and technological
improvements.

“Are you going to put any
apecifics in the newspaper in the
aext few months 8o everybody
can see it without going to the
achoola?” Steibar asked. “This is o

Sco BOND, V3
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Student of the game

BIATY POTDS BY BazoN LEMIUT

Bridge work: Robert Hol-
g lowell of Farmington
Hills, above, makes
brief eye contact with
his partner and wife,
Joan, during a bridge
hand at the William
Costick Senior Center
at 11 Mile and Middle-
y belt. About 90-100 peo-
ple gather every Mon-
day afterncon_for
duplicate bridge. At
left, Jack Meng of

Farmington Hills,
Ginny Sobic of Farm-
ington Hills, Bill Ray of

Farmington, and Eve-
lyn Head of Farming-
ton Hills share a game.

A one and a two ~— oops!

and sewer bills on time.

tor of public services.

of billinga.”

Some Farmington Hills residenta must have
wondered how they missed paying thoir water

City officials apologized at Monday'n ¢ity coun-
cil meeting because the bill wero sent out Jan. 8
and the due date on some of them was Jan. 7. 1t
should have read Feb, 7, said Tom Binsell, direc-

“The (Onkland County) billing clerk hit the
one instead of the two,” lio said. “Those affected
are in the south and east. It was just one batch

Binsoll said residents who received tho bills
with the wrong date should consider the dend-
line Feb.-7. If anyonc paid the late ponalty,

Helping out’

FARMINGTON FOCUS

thinking thot it was'due Jan. 7, that penalty will

be eredited to the next bill, Binsell said.
Questions can‘be directed to the Oakland

County Drain Commission at (810) 858-1110.

The Bishap's storchouse and cannery of The
Church of Jesus Chriot of Latter-Day Saints in
Farmington Hills answered tho call last weck.

After the Comnir commuter plane crash on
Thuraday, the storchouse put togother a ship-
ment of eanned gooda to send to the site to help
foed the 150 to 200 investigntors, eleanup work-

Gunmen
net $1,900
in daylight
robbery

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAFP WRITER

Farmington police are baffled by
the timing and methods of a pair of
an armed robbers during a heist at
an oil change center Jan. 12, .

Two robbers made away with
more than $1,900 during the daring
hold-up at Valveline Oil on Grand
River and Mayfleld shortly. after 1
p.m. Sunday. Noone washurt, ~1- -

Two cutomers were ordered out:

“of their vchicles by 8 man holding &
-largé caliber, scmi-automatic gun

ond escorted downatairs into'a
restroom while one of thé six
employees was given a backpack
and told to open the safe. -
The bandits fled east on foot.
Police traced footprints in the snow *~
to a porking lot next door behind an
office complex and an unoccupied
home. Both men were described as
wearing red bandanas with white

slettering: <o

“There are somio unusunl charac-
teristica,” anid Gary Goss, public
safety directer. “Ihe fact that there
were customers and it happened in
the middle of the day. It's not your.
typical M.O.” .

Police questioncd othera nearby in:
attompt to get a description of a poss,
sible get-nway vehiclg, but worg:

" "Scc ROBBERY, A2

Hills woman,

loses brother;
friend in
plane crash :

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAFF WRITER

g

When a Farmington Hills womal
watched the tolevision news bu
letins flash on her TV screen abaizt.
the crash of a commuter plane SiC
Monroe County, sho responded with:
the snme dotached empathy mosl:
viewers pay to such a tragedy, - %%

“You know how you're trying Xo’
watch o program and you'll think,
“Why can’t they just limit it to one
channel or-gomething?,”” aaid Eve,
“Chick" Berthinume, whose brother
Richard Stearn, 46, formerly of
Livonia, was ono of the 29 who dipd
in the erash of Comair Flight 3272.
“I'll never ever say that again.” :

When she initially heard the'
report, Berthiaume phoned her sis- .

Beo CRASH, A2

era and volunteers,

*The church just wanted to respond however
thoy could help,” said Bonnie Nielson, directar of.
publit affairs for tho church's Detroit region,

Members of the Latter-Day Sainta congrega:
tion in Monroe asked for tha help, which was’
answered with a shipment of eanned goods.
including stew, chili, pork and beans, vegetoblea /'
and fruit. In addition they sent peanut butter,
cocoa, fresh apples and grapefruit, bread, deter-
gent, toiletrics and more, . K

Nearly 2 tons was shipped. "It takes a lot of
food to feed that many people three meals a
day,” said Nils Joh Y,

Most of the food was produced at the churches'
eanueries in Farmington Hilla and from around
the country, Johansson said.




