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Begin the debate

Raise questions,

he bond is on — and so are we. Now
T that Farmington Public Schools bourd

members have committed to go fora
$110 million bond issue, it's time to get more
specific an this plan including what's in it and
why,

Here's n brief summnry: The district wants
to spend more than $116 million, which covers
more than $92 million to improve aging und
avercrowded sehoo) buildings and another $23
million-plus to boost the

issues on bond

The iden is to give voters enough informa-
tion to decide on their own whether or not this
huge investment is something worthwhile or
whether it's too much.

And, frankly, we're a bit concerned at the
lack of comments or questions so far on the
proposal. Maybe it was the holidny scason
that distracted folks; or maybe they were just
riding the fence waiting to hear whether or
not the board would take the plunge.

Now that the bond is a go,

number and capahility of we hope the community will
computers neross the dis- BNow that the bond is get interested enough to
trict. Bonds will be sold to a go, we hope the com  com what's in this bond
pay $110 million of that bill, munity will get inter- proposnl and to show up at
with interest raised to pay ested enough to learn the polls for this special elec-
the rest. what's In this bond pro- tionto help decide the issuc,
Those are the basies. I}ul posal and to show up It's fair to say some l‘ollgs
we've got plenty of questions, at the polls for this have already made up their
including: Are there ony minds about this plan.
frills nestled among the 5pacial election to help School district faithful will

needs, items in the plan that
aren't necessary? Does it
make sense to buy millions of dollars in com-
puters when the state of technology is chang-
iny so quickly? How equitable is the plan
across the district?

We pledge to look at all the nooks and cran-

- nies of this proposal nnd deliver that exami-

nation to eur readers before the proposed
March 25th election. We'll inspect current
facilitics, plans for the future and enrollment
projections; we'll dissect current computer use
and future computer needs. And we'll get
viewpoints from school officials and outside
experts in various fields trying to breakdown
the needs of this plan.

declide the Issue.

support just about anything
proposed, even as loyal oppo-
sition voters will reject any new tax that
comes down the pike. Many of those peaple
will show up at the polls no matter what, It's
everyone clse in the middle that we'll be aim-
ing to help inform and prompt to the polls,
We hope to generate more debate and dis-
cussion with our stories. We also expect the
school district to offer further hearings or
town meetings to outline the plan and answer
questions, plus providing neutral, objective
printed material for the public to chew on,
Our letters to the editor space, of course, is
available for questions, ideas and opinions.
So, let the debate begin.

Judge Grant holds promise

hat's in 2 name? Victory, if the name is

Nanei Grant, the newest Oakland
County Circuit judge, whose father Barryisa
longtime Oakland County Probate judge.

The West Bleomfield resident took advan-
tage of her futher's popularity, campaign signs
that dwarfed her opponent’s and endorse-
ments from key community leaders to outpoll
John N. O'Bricn of Royal Oak, whose uncle
Francis X. is a circuit judge, in the Nov. 5th
general election.

But Grant also was long on substance dur-
ing the grueling and expensive fall campaign.
She tack a strong case to the voters, touting
her civil law background against O'Brien, an
nssistant Oakland County prosccutor. Grant
also has been an Oakland County medintor
and a circuit court arbitrator, clerk and
researcher. That brond background should
gerve her well as Oakland institutes a Family
Court Lo oversee divorce, custody and juvenile
cases.

1 saw Grant in action several times during
her clection run and was struck by her resolve
to win a seat on the 17-judge bench, She
wanted the $108, 257 post — badly. On the
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she'd apply even to controversial cases involv-
ing assisted svicide or cocaine possession.
But will she wilt under public serutiny?

If elected, Grant pledged to help ease the
court docket, do more public education and
continue as a community activist. In keeping
with her love for research, she pledged to con-
sider alternative sentencing where appropri-
ate. All are admirable goals. But in what form
will they play out?

Both Grant and O'Bricn, now new county

stump, she was friendly and arti , but

q

not rily On first

she almost seemed nloof. But in the end, I
found her committed, caring and compassion-
ate — not easy to get to know, but with the
panache to win over detractors once she
donned a black judicinl robe.

At her swenring-in, she said: “The most
important person is the person before the
bench, not the one behind it.”

I'm especinlly impressed with Grant's
choice of role models: her father Barry, and
Judge Hilda Gage, newly appointed to the
Southfield office of the Michigan Court of
Appeals. Both are Bloomfield Township resi-
dents and fine jurists.

The ideas Grant espoused in secking the
job will serve as the benchmark of her success
as a jurist.

Foremost is her sclf-characterization as a
strict constructionist, following the law, not
making it. That's the philosophy, she says,

David Gorcyea's top aide, ran inde-
P i in contrast to the team
pproach used by five i against
one challenger in the other circuit court race.
The prosecutor’s, sheriff”s and county execu-
tive’s races also prayed to be heated. “My
race in particular was a very clean, very posi-
tive race,” Grant said — and she wa# right.

As she embarks on the first year of a six-
year term in one of Michigan's busiest circuit
courts, Grant would do well to heed her dad’s
advice: “Be fair, be respectful and be decisive.
Those are the three most important ingredi-
enta.”

After drawing 53 percent of the vote, the
nowest Judge Grant said, “My job is to fulfill
that vote of confidence by doing a great job
and being a true public servant.” By the end
of the year, we'll know how closely she mea-
sures up.

Bob Sklar is managing editor of our Oak-
land County cditions,

This wook In history as reported in past
editions of the Farmington Observer and the
Farmington Enterprise.

40 Yeors ago — Jan. 17, 1957 (Enterprise)
Superintendent O. E. Dunckel announced he
would retire as head of the Farmingtan Public
School system after nearly 18 years in the top
post. He was planning to retired from ndminis-
tration and teaching. He touted the “sympn-
thetic understanding and suppert” of the board
during the problems of a growing district.

25 Years ago — Jan. 19, 1973
Farmington schoel board Trustee Aldo

Vagnozzi was found innocent on an asanult
charge filed by a woman who claimed hie ha
grabbed her arm and bruised it while she wos
collecting recall signatures against him. “If the
decision had gone the other way, peraon of good
reputation would think twice bofore running
for public office,” Vngnozzi said.

Two years ago — Jan. 19, 1995
Farmington aren residents were among those
awaiting word about loved ones fram Japan,
after an carthquake measuring 7.2 on the
Richter scale hit the town of Kobe on the island
nntion. Estimates were that 2,000 people were
killed and thousands were injured.
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Cable answer will say it all
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! hen I learned that Time Warner Cable

i had dropped CICO (Channel 21, TV

! Ontario), I was deeply disappointed. Along
with Channel 11 (WTVS), Channel 21 offered
some of the most consistently reliable high-
quality commercial-free viewing options avail-
able for my 2-year-old daughter. No home
shopping, golf or courtroom pr i

can

parity on Jan. 1, 1996, but Ameritech wrote
the new legialntion to change that and is now
fighting in the courts to delay the full imple-
mentation envisioned in that legislation,

The truth is there is no competition for our
overpriced local phone service. The truth is
Ameritech recently raised the price for some of
its alrendy overpriced services such as cail
waiting by $1 a month, or a 26 percent

possibly provide the benefits derived from
‘ CICO's children's ed ional television pro-
gramming.

In early December, I wrote the above views
in a letter to Tom Bjorklund, vice president .
and regional manager of Time Warner. His
letter of response was courteous and con-

" cerncd, but gave no hope of CICO's reinstate-

i ment. Since Time Warner entered the picture,
rates have been vaised, a valuable channel has
been dropped, and yes, some new channels
have been added, merely bringing our lineup
on par with neighboring communitics. Not an
inspiring track record.

Judging from the letters in the Obsérver
and my own contacts with Time ‘Warnerstaff,
Time Warner is getting lots of customer feed-
back on the CICO issue, Their response to this
outcry will tell us whether or not they care
about keeping their customers happy.

Sue Curtis
Farmington Hills

Missing CICO

o Time Warner Cable Co: Can you plense
' bring back CICO, the Torento Educational
Channel 32, Channel 21 on Time Warner
Cable, to Farmington/Farmington Hills televi-
sion? We really miss it. It is an excellent sta-
tion and had excellent programs which we
very much enjoyed. You removed it from your
cable channels a short time ago. Is there some
way it can be reinstated for our television
viewing here in Farmington and Farmington
Hilis? We very much hope so.
Margaret G, Schaeffer
F ington Hille

You may not even be aware of that
because Ameritech does not provide you with
a monthly detail of the components of your
local service charge,

When you make a call, do you know ifitis a
local, zone or “toll” call? Probably not, because
Ameritech removed the chart from the white
pages directory that used to list that informa-
tion. The truth is that to make uniimited local
calls the charge is $40 per month, In many
other states, the same service costa around
$10 or less, The truth is that the local calling
aren is extremely limited and thus many calls
that would be local in other states fall into the
zone or “toll” call category. Most other states
do not even have the category of a zone call.

Yes, we are all for true competition. It
sounds good. But when a monopoly writes and
pays for legislation through PAC contributi
and a massive lobbying effort, it's too good to
be true.

Tom DeWard
Farmington Hills

Helping is ‘in’

M ay I add another “In and Out” to Judith
| Doner Berne's list? (New Year ins and

outs in our town — Jan. 21, 1997.)

Ont: doing something nice or helping out
once a year at holiday time, usually in Novem-
ber or December. . .

In: the whole office, group, house of wor-
ship, or family “adopting” a cause or non profit
agency, and then working throughout the

‘| entire year to make things better for others.

At Open Door Outreach Center, our busiest
months providing food, clothing and financial
i to families in need are July and

Amerltech: Sounds too good

2 Mond luded

c petiti ’s Observer i
a story on Ameritech's attempt to enter
the long distance market. The head of
Ameritech chided the large long distance car-
riers for their recent price i From

August. This past year in September, our food
cupboard actually ran out of soup!

There are 12 months of the year to show
concern and commitment te others. Make it an
“in” thing to do in 19971

Susan Williams, dircctor
Open Door Outrench Center, Poantiac

reading the article ono would assume that
Ameritech is the ch of competition, If
you believe that, Lhave a bridge in Brooklyn
that you might be interested in.

The truth is that Ameritech wrote and paid
for the recent logislation in Michigan. The
truth is that Ameritech has vigorously fought
against intra lata dialing parity. That allows
you to make a “toli” call using another carrier
without first dinling & five-digit access code.
Wao were all supposed have intra lata dialing

are to be shared: We welcome your
ideas, as do your nelghbors. That's why we
offer this space on a weekly basis for opinfons
in your own words. We will help by editing for’
clority. To assure authenticity, we ask that you
sign your letter and provide a contact tele-
phone number.

Letters should be mailed to: Editor, The
Formington Observer, 33411 Grand River,
Farmington Michigan 48335, Or they can be
faxed to 8104779722, '

Farmington Dbserver

DAVE VARGA, COMMUNITY EDITOR, 810-477-5450
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independent from the stories and ¢
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QuR MISSION: “Because we publish community newspapers, we think about community Journalism
in a fundamentally different way than our bigger iti
they cover,

s dor ok, f}

They to be
ing in to write the unusual or

sensational and then dashing off to cover something else. We regard ourselves as both accurate
Jjournalists and as caring citizens of the communitics where we work.”

— Philip I’owcr, f
1 J




