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ome the New Year, most of us
make personal resolutions, -

You know the usual — cat less,
oxercise moro, stop smoking, atart
new-hobby, organize the family pho-

ographs, re ize that by 3
- But some of our neighbors have n
motd universal resolution in mind.
Mefibers of Metro-Detroit WAND
scek: to empower women to act politi-
cally to reduce militarism and vie-
lence, and redirect military resources

-.toward human and environmental
needs.

WAND, a national organization

shifting its nttention

decreasing defense spending.Jt
makes a lot of sense, WAND members
say, because the lesa spent an defensey.

the:more that can go to direetly bene-
fit gociety.
Like our p 1 luti

hich stands for Women's Action for .

activiats spoko frankly of the difficul-
ty in getting people to hear their con-
cerns.

"Wo were at Borders wrapping (as
a holiday fund-raiser),” reported Lor-
raine Lerner of Southfield. "It gave
me an opportunity to talk with a lot of
people — who mostly weren't interest-
ed. "We made $52. The Girl Scouts
made $300, It's a real hard sell. It's
hard to get across your passion.”

*When I talk to people, they say
nothing matters.” says Bunny Cooper
of West Bloomfield. “They feel disen-
franchised.” :

"As a futurist, I sce we are not
teaching people to envigion a better
society," said Debbie Rowe of Farm-
ington Hills. "We need to come up
with specific examples where people
made a difference.”

All are accomplished women. Many
nre active or recently-retired teachers.
‘Others are psychologists, writers,

.artists, CPA's. A 20-member board of
directars heads a local organization
that varies from 300-400 members.

Qllni»i's are not easily accomplished. At
a two-doy planning retreat in early
January, a number of local WAND

ritds

arents of special education stu-
dents, you'll recall, hounded
" Gov. John Engler after his
December nppearance before the atate
- Board of Education protesting
~ planned cuts,
~ Engler worded his responsewery care-
- fully: “There is no plan” to cut special
. ed. “He challenged the parents to ask
. anyane who circulates that “rumor” to
- show them a document calling for spe-
" cinl-ed cuta. 1 was within a few fect of
- the exchange. .
Well, it turns out there i a plan, and

hechter is an artist, and
not a joiner. "I hate belonging to

. things," she acknowledged to WAND

members sitting about her West

Murray, Engler's budget director, wrote
a lettor to Senate majority leader Dick
Posthumus and House Speéaker Paul
Hillegonds discussing the state
Supreme Court's Durant decieion,

In that case, 84 local school districts
won a judgment that the atate had
underfunded them on special, bilingual,
and drivers' education as well as achool
breakfusts and lunches. Murray wrote:

“We are nakilng fora fSuprcme Court

Bloomfield living roam, site of the
retreat. "I tried a lot of things and lelt
them, It's been 5-6 years and I'm still
here."

Before making future plans, thoy
diacussed what they had accom-
plished locally this year. "Our goa!
this year was to get people with our
goals elected to office,” reviewed Lern-

er.

They credit hard work, including
their "Get Out TheVote '86" poster
which Harriet Alpern of Bloomfield
Hills got displayed all over town. It
depicted n gogged Statue of Liberty
and read: "Women have no voice if we
don't vote. Our vote ia our voice, Use
It. Vote Nov. 5th.”

WAND supported the successful
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d in the School

review of this ,-in the
menntime, it is imperative that state

.. be
Code with permissive language allow-
ing districts to

elections of Carolyn Checks Kil-
patrick and Debbie Stdbenow and re-
election of Lynn Rivers to Congress;
re-election of Sen, Carl Levin; election
of Marilyn Kelly to the Supremo
Court, giving that court its first
female majority; replacement of 2 6-2
Republican majority with a 4-4 GOP-
D ic split on the Michi

Board of Education; and re-achieve-
ment of 8 Democratic House in Lans-

ing. .

But that was then, this is now, Fern
Katz of Southfield was quick to
remind them. "Things are going well,
but we can't afford to sit back and
rest on our laurels.”

Major goals for 1997 include: cele-
brating and publicizing the 10th
anniversory of WAND's annual Moth.
er's Peace Day Brunch: gending a del-
cgation to Washington D.C. to lobby
the March Chemical Weapons Con-
vention; holding a September
WAND/WILL (Women Legislator's
Lobby) Confi in Washingt

Make a difference with resolutions

cretionary budget pic as an opportu.
nity to highlight the aize of tho mili-
tary budget. .

As important, the ways to achicve
each goal are detailed.

*I think we got some wonderful
ideas nnd energy," Schechter said of
tho two-day retreat. "But wo still
don't have cnough people. It takes a
person with a special commitment to
this focus."

“I feel 1 can't livo with myself
unless I belong to n group like thia,"
said Joan Israel, a Franklin resident.
"I feel I'm constantly evolving into a
whole person and this group has
helped," said Katz. "I feel empowered
and making an impact into arees that
were formerly men's issues,” said
Lerner.

1997's just begun. It's not too late
to ndd to our personal resolutions:
Join a group that you think can make
a difference.

Judith Doner Berne, a West Bloom-

D.C.; taking actjon against military
spending via calls, e-mail, letters to
Congress and letters to the editor;
innugurating a "Pic Day" picnic in
July, with slices cut according to dis-

offer these programs, but not requiring
them. The School Code should also be
changed to make clear that the state's
requirements for special education shall
not exceed federal requirements.

“I am asking for your support to climi-
nate these state mandates in the School
Code. . ,* (Italics added.).

That's a “plan” if 1 cver saw one. The
federal requirement is to provide spe-
cial education for ages 3-21. Michigan
provides it from 0-26.

The letter may explain why, in one
suburban meeting with fearful parents,
two GOP legislntors said there is “no
bill" to cut special ed requirements.

it hds been on paper since Qct., 10, Mark

Sefvices belie profit motive

: or decades two institutions — the public

: F achools and the local hospital ~ defined the
< core of many communities in Michigan,

: Today, however, something quite now is

© beginning to shake the values of service to the

. public we traditionally associate with schools

" andchoapitals: profit motive.

Ithappened firat with local hospitals, when
people suddenly started realizing that the
" frioadly place where your kids were born proba-
" blywasn't very well managed. As cost and reim-
burBement pressures mounted in the health
carg-industry, a lot of smart people began to
think of hospitals not as places to cure the sick
butps profit centers.

Quer the past 20 years, a lot of small hospi-
tal&have closed or merged with their neighbors.
A 13% of big hospitals — Henry Ford in Detroit
andWilliam Beaumont in Royal Oak are good
cxamples - built satellite health centers and

created health care networks.
And now very big, very wealthy and very well
ions are ling into the hoapital

TunTorp

business, buying local hospitals, slashing :oa!n
andturning what used to be community institu-
tions into cash cows.

e

Acase in point is an outfit called Col

field resident, is former ing edi-
tor of the Eccentric Newspapers. You
can comment on this column by call-
ing (313}953-2047, Ext. 1897 or by
writing or faxing, (810)644-1314, the .
editor of this newspaper.

Parental worry over special ed is justified

Yeah, there's no bill, but that doesn't
mean the idea isn't actively being con~
sidered, N

Special ed cuts are being permitted at
the local level, too. The board voted 6-2
to grant three-yenr waivers from the
$loss size rules.,

Special ed is in the same position as
Medicare, growing faster than the gov-
ernment’s ability to pay for it. I lack the
expertise to predict what cuta will be
made, but I assure you cuits are coming.

Tim Richard reports on the local
implications of state and regional
events. ’
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 18
9 AM-5 PM

 Injecting conslderations of profit
into educatlon for our kids, tradl-
tionally a not-for-profit activity, rale-

es a lot of eyebrows. OUR “DESIGNER O
CALL" DESIGNERS WILL BE
- AVAILABLE TO ANSWER

most need to get started,
. That's where for-profit companics like Syner- YOUR QUESTIONS DURING
gy Training Solutions, of Farmington Hills, and  SAMPLE SALE
the Leona Group, of Lansing, come in. For a fee,
they provide these services to charter schools,

Robert Mills, head of the charter schoal office
at Central Michigan University, which has g‘éﬁ?g%ﬂfﬂg"
granted most of chartera to academies operat- J urce
ing in Michigan, says that a typical fee for such marketplace for the

HCA, which recently announced an agreement
to buy the asseta of Michigan Capital Medical
Center, the No. 3 hospital player in the Lansing
area. A conlition of Jocal groups objected. Michi-
ganAttorney General Frank Kelley sued to
black the transaction, Ingham Circuit Judge
James Giddings this month agreed, but Colum-
bia-HICA eays it will appeal, Where it will end
up is anybody’s guess.

Legalisms aside, the point here is that a fun-
J ] tr ion of the hospitals that
usell to bo not-for-profit local institutions into
professionally managed profit centers is moving
rapidly and with very doubtful effects on the
quality of health care, not to mention the work-
ings-of many communities.

Now the same thing is beginning to happen
to lgeal schools. . .

The rapid grawth of charter schools in Michi-
gan.is producing a new for-profit ipdustry: com-
panics that sell management services to charter
schoals. .

Charter schools in Michigan have grown to
the point that this year more than 12,000 of
Michigan's 1.6 million public school students
are enrolled in 74 chnrter schools. But most
charter schools are small and lack management
skills, and many still on the drawing bo:_mi lack
the.$250,000 in seed capital and a building

interior design profession,

companics is 10 percent of the per-pupil state’ !
is home to 40 showrooms

aid, which is usually $4,600 to $6,500. A school

with 200 students, for example, and around $1 offering extraordinary
million in state aid could provide $100,000 in home fumishings by the
buai fora 1ti am
A i - most sought-after names
to educa- . A
Injecting considerations of profit int uca in the business.

tion for our kids, traditionally a not-for-profit -
activity, raises a lot of eyebrows.

Charter achools must abide by the sama com-
petitive bid rules as public schools, but charter
schools are not required to get bids for profes-
sional services, including education manage- '
ment companies, lawyers, auditors and archi- Michigan Design Center, 1700 Stuiz
tects. And charter scheol boards are not clected Troy, is located 3 blocks easi of

Sama Showrooms Closed, bul
lighted for your window viewing

by the public even though the funding for char- Cootidge, north ofl of Mapie
ter schools comes from public tax dollars, vis . (15 Mile Road). 810/649-4772
tha per-pupil state aid grant.
Where, critics wonder, are the accountability TN TT
and public oversight? - g » —8c
o0\ i O g
And what, I wonder, has happened to the old - MlCH'GAN
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tradition that certain kinds of activities - teach- .
ing kids and healing the sick, for cxample ~

were considercd to be properly beyond the profit
motive? 3 g
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DICGN
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MICHIGAN DESIGN CENTER

Semi-Annual
Floor Sample Sale

SUNDAY, JANUARY 19
12 NOON-5 PM

THE VERY FINEST
INTERIOR
FURNISHINGS
FROM THE
FINEST

MANUFACTURERS
IN THE BUSINESS!

® MDC Isopen to consumers
fust 4 days a yearl

o All items sold AS IS, all
sales final

® Payments must be made
by CASH 0R CHECK

" ® You may take-with or

delivery arangements

must be made a1 time of

purchase at customer's

expense; delivery must

he acceptéd within 10

days

$4.00 Admission

COtS

Aportion of the meegs
mpﬂ6u1omﬁcol

Phil Power ia chairman of the company that
owns this newspaper. Hia Touch-Tone voice mail
number is (313) 953-2047 ext. 1880,




