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Actors game but ‘Blithe Spirit’ creaks with age

Ridgedale Players present
“Blithe Spirit,” 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 16, 8 p.m. Friday,
Jan, 17-Saturdsy, Jan. 18, and 3
p.m, Sunday, Jan. 19, at the play-
house, 205 W, Long Lake Road
(between Crooks and Livernois
roads), Troy. Tickets, 88
Thursdays; $10 other shows; $9
for seniors for Sunday shows.
Call (810) 988-7049.

BY HELEN ZUCKER

The Ridgedale Players produc-
tion of Noel Coward's “Blithe
Spirit” is stilted. The cnst of

Excellent

Village Players present "The
Sisters Rosensweig,” 8 p.m.
Fridays and Saturdays, Jan. 17-
18, 24-25; and 2 p.m. Sunday,
Jan, 19, 752 Chester (corner of
Hunter Blvd., south of Maple),
Birmingham, tickets $12 adulits,
$10 students, call (810} 644-2075.
BY SANDRA D. -PRYSBY

BPECIAL WRITER

If entertainment and good act-
ing is what you want to chase
away the winter chill, The
Village Plnyera production of
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soven gives it their all, but this
play should be shelved for at
lenst 50 years and then given a
trial run to seo if it works. In
1987, it's a creaky vehicle. As a
ploy that deals in jealousy and
the war botween the sexes, it
seems outmoded,

Director Anne Gowana and
Aspistant Director Bob Grimm
keep up a slow pace where fost-
fiying objects and nimble wits
aro called for. The actors speak

in toff-English accents that slide
away os the acts go on. People
nay, “I'm going mod,” instead of
“I'm going mad,” and ‘why
maah?” instead of "why me?" for
no discernible reason.

On the plus side, Jim West and
crew have constructed a dandy
set. The living room of & home in
Kent; fireplace, French doors and
ull‘lool’cs ‘[alntly sgon}y and

Barcewicz, Linda Schmitwz and
Doris Harmon are lovely, down
to nylons with seams down the
back. I spent a lot of the produe-
tion looking at Linda Pelliccioni's

lovely velour and chiffon outfits
and thinking that clothing styles
roturn as often as wivee do in
“Blithe Spirit.”

Larry and Linda Pelliccioni
have played her ofton, usu-

martinis that are always on

hand.

Kathy Trudeau as Edith, the
dim-witted maid who turns out
to be the Innocent medium

ally with great ense. As Charlea
and Ruth Condomine they speak
to cach other in a doze as {f they
were not quite sure how they got
into this production.

Scott A, Joseph and Dianne
Nowland as Pr. and Mrs.
Bradman seem to have the same
problem. They don’t scem inside
the script. Dr. Bradman pops in
to set an arm or drink one of the

ible for all sorts of havoe,
looks entirely confused. She hops
about like a bunny on her way to
tho door and screams wonderful-

ly.

" Julie Fuller as Elvira, the mis-
chievous wife who returns, is tho
liveliest of the lot. This dead wife
looks great dusted in a groy-
green nimbus, Fullor holds up &
record of "Always® with a rcal
glint of malica,

Much of tho play rests on
Katharyn L. Jensen's shoulders.
As Madame Arcati, the ecto-

plasm of luv[ng, table rapping,

swami who talks to children in

the other world, Jensen flings
her arme out and tries to be' .

hearty in an accent I could not’
trace. Jensen wears Jots of jewel-
ry, a long, green gown over a
Germanic tunic, and sends nll
the wives packing in the end.

She’s at her best, saying honestly

“I don't know.

Oh well, I do know there are

better productions ahead.

acting, set in Village’s ‘The Sisters Rosensweig”
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drams” play centers around

three sisters and one niece. Like

a line in the play these four

women are “people nlwnya
hing and never bel

her daughter Tess (ployed by
Kathy Ableson), who rebels
against her mother's orderly
lifestyle.

Interaction between the moth-
er and daughter is belicvable, a
testament to the fine acting of
these two women. The believabil-

as the play progresses, this
changes.

The oldest Rosensweig sister is
Sara Goede, a successful banker
m London. Mnurccn Cook daes

*The Sisters R: itg the
bill. all of the female cast mem-
bers — there are four — do an
excoptional job in their roles.
And there's a couple of male
standouts too,

This “almost-a-comedy-yet-

out
thm sister's cnnscrvnuvc and
unadventurous nature. She looks
tho part in traditional garb and
she acts the role with disti

ity i with the arrival of
sister number two, the world-
trotting, travel writing Pfeni
Rosensweig. Doing o superb job
in this role is Snlly Savoie. Her
expressions and movements,
warmth and amiles draw the
audience to her immediately.
Then there's sister number
threo, the middle siater,
G Teitelb a radio

diction and reserved actions. She
relishes “safety” for herself and

“doctor/problem solver™ from the
Boston suburba, This third sister,

played in terrifically outlandish
style by Linda Hammell, adds
zest to the play and to Sarah's
54th birthday celebration, the
reason for the aisters’ reunion.

Another Hammell — Mark,
who is also Linda's husband —
adds to the production in the role
of New York furrier Mervyn
Kant, His boldness (to disguise
his true nervousness) and repar-
tee with Sara sets the stage for
poasibility if Sara dare take o
chance. His persistence is charm-
ing as arc his unsophisticated
clothes, R

Eric Kent Franz, as Geoffrey
Duncan, Pfeni’s love, is the other
male who also takes center stage
in this production. The audience
has no problem believing that he

is o London theatrical director
{he's theatrical), nor that he is
bisexual (thus satting up a con-
flict with his “lady love.”) A few
hours after declaring hia love for
Pfeni and suggesting that they
marry, Geoflroy aays he “misses
men” A resigned Pfeni says she
does, too!

This interaction, like all the
others in this production, takes
place in Sara's warm and elegant
sitting room in Queen Annc's
Gate, It is such a detailed set,
with the appropriate trappings
and rich accessories of a comfort-
able lifeatyle, that it's hard to
believe it's not permanent and
not in a real house,

Excellent acting, including
efforts by Ron Hall and Larry

Art classes help warm up winter with creat1v1ty

Warm up your winter by
choosfng from a variety of art
and writing classes offered in the
area.

Here is a sampling of what is
available:

e Register now for winter
classes running Jan. 18 to March
16 at the Paint Creek Center for
the Arta.

Four- and 5-year-olds can

experienco the wonderful world
of art through introductory class-
es encouraging self-expression in
various medin. Older youngsters,
agea 6-14, have their choico of
classes {n cartooning, clay, draw-
{ng, mixed media, painting and
photography.

Offerings for adults i

lud.

made in person at the art center
ar by phone. The PCCA is at 407
Pine, two blocks west of Main in
downtown Rochester. For a
brochure of winter classes, call
(810) 651-4110 between 10 a.m.
and 5 p.m. Tu

“Creating Children's Faces in
Clay” will be taught by sculptor
Janice Trimpe 1-4 p.m. for eight
Mondays beginning Jan. 13. Cost
is $110. Learn to sculpt a like-
ness of a child’s head and shoul-

N

Rect dendli

ders from

o The Crenuve Arta Center, 47
Willinms in Pontiac, offers skill-
based classes for children, adults
and teens. The new term begins
Jan. 14 and ends March 8,

is Fndny.
Jan, 10, Center members receive
a 10-percent discount on tuition.
Call (810) 333-7849.
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« The Cummumty House, 380
S. Bates in Birmingham, pre-
senta fine arta and writing cours-
cs, Call (810) 644-6832.

“Cnlligraphy - Uncial Letters®
will take place 1-3:30 p.m. for six
Tuesdays beginning Jan. 28
(omit Feb, 18). Cost is $48.
Discover the beauty of this open
and rounded historical hand as
you study the bnsic letterforms
of the Uncial ulphnhet und !hmr
mo

bookbinding, cartooning, clay,

drawing, matting, painting

(oil/ucryh:). paparmnklng. pho-

"Cruntwe Wnting" will run 7-9
p.m. for 10 Tucadnys beginning
Jan, 14. Cost is $60. The initial
will be on fiction, but

tapestry
and wnwrcolnr. High sachool stu-
dents are welcome in the adult
program.

Paint Creek classes and work-
shaps are taught by professional
artists who share their enthusi-
asm for the creative process with
students of all ekill levels,

Enroll early - classes fill
quickly, Registration may be

students will have the opportu-
nity to write poetry later in the
term. Beginning as well as expe-
rienced students are welcome.
Bring pen and paper and some of
your own work, if possible, to
class. Instructor Jack Zucker is a
published poet and fiction writer
and co-editor of The Bridge, a lit-
crary journal,
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COMEDY

CASTLE

we've got your ticket
to a great time!

You'll have serious fun 2t a great fale this scaon wheo you
. cnjoy the Troy Marrioi’s Comedy Package.
[$109" per ROOM, PER DAY, UP TO TWO FEOPLE]
Qur Comedy Package (eatures;
* Ixtuxe guest accommodations
« Tup tickets 10 Detrolt's 81 acclaimed Canedy
Castle of other poputar comedy clulys

» Free Kicks™ lounge cover change
 Indoar poof and health club

For reservations, call (800) 777.4036
and atk for otit Comedy Package.

oy Sharrott.

200W, Big lieaver Rd. o Troy, MU 45084 « (810) 680-9797
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Cash bar & refrcsllments will be avallable

Center Pavilion
26000 Evergreen at
Clvic Center Dr.
{10% Mile Rd)

Spine Tingling
Ghost Story
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“Guaranteed to
chlli the blood!”

lona‘nn Evenlng

THE

BLEACK

by Stephen Mallatratt

7-Year Hit
in London’s
West End!

=

“Areal thriil
of horror”

London
Sunday Times
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SESAME STREFT
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THE
@bserver & Eecentric
NEWSPAPERS

BOOK SWAP

February 2, 1997 2 p.m. performance

Sponsored by The Somerset Collection and

The Observer & Eccentric Newspapers

Bring in a used book and receive a FREE brand new Sesame Strest
Golden Book! Compliments of The Somerset Collection and .
The Observer & Eccentric Newspapers. Book swap will begin at 12 noon
in the Fox Theatre lobby. Limit one book per child. Quantity Is limited

Tickets for alt shows Jan. 22-Feb. 2 availablo at the Fox Theatre box offica and el Ticketmastor outiots, of charge
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by phone {810} 433-1515.




