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Wood, metal, glass all have place in modern house

Metals are a
relatively under-
utilized finish
material  but
they have some
amazing quali-
ties in terms of

strength  and

coloration.
There is stain-

less steel and

aluminum
which are ool
and whose fin-

ish can range from satin to high
polish.

There is brass and there is
nlgo bronze which has more cop-
per in it thereby producing a red-
der coloration than brass, The
natural oxidation of brass and
bronze is n rather beautiful
change which the material
undergoes through time. A few
years ago the rage was to use
chemicals to synthetically pro-
duce this green oxidation,
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l quite durable-

this natural oxidation to oceur
you do not purchase objects that
have a clear lacquer finish over
the brass. If it is shiny it has this
protective conting and will not
oxidize. It can be removed with
lacquer thinner, 0000 steel woal,
and elbow grease.

Rusty steel

Steel has also made its way
into the arena cspecially after it
has been allowed to oxidize and
produce its characteristic rusty
finish. Stcel like brass can be
chrome-plated which is becoming
more and more rare due to EPA
restrictions in the chroming pro-
cens,

Although aluminum can bo
painted like steel it can alan bo
anodized which is an clectronic
finish which becomes part of the
aluminum itself and is therefore
gimilar to
Capholon cookware,

As a culture, wood is perhaps

§ our faverite material and as resi-
dents of the North, it is our most
important building material,
The 2x4 and the type of con-
struction we use, i.e. "the plat-
form frame,” is a derivative of
post and beam construction
which used larger wood mem-
bers which were intricately
joined - a process that required
true skill, wooden pegs and large
numbers of neighbors to erect.
Lots of small toothpicks have
taken the place of mare massive
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| Q:Ihada t;:wmpﬂny ;“l: to
oy o e install a bathtub gra' ar,
Shersat R eleeen 248 43 B but they could not successful-
(810) 3774414 i 1y locate the studs. They rec.
— S — ommend s(lymu other mﬁth:ds

of installing a gral ar
SINGLE FAMILY HOMES instend of attaching it to
studs. What method do you
reccommend?

orest

A: The only method that I rec-
N ommend for securing a grab bar
is to fasten it to the studs. A per-
son can exert considerable force
on a grab bar, and if the bar is

ills
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members,

1t is the wood which is used as
a finigh material which is truly
one of the greatest materiala we
have. Go to a good lumberyard
and one can find the following
hardwoods: Red and White Oak,
Cherry, Mahogany, Maple, Birch
and Poplar and maybe Walnut.

Go to a good hardwood seller
like Armstrong Millwork and the
number incrense to about twen-
ty-five varicties including
‘Wenge, Purpleheart, Bubirtga,
Ash and Beech.

Think veneer

Get the opportunity to deal
with a veneer house and there
are close to 200 differont apecics
that are available in venoer
form. Some of these are drop
dend gorgeous, nl) the way from
clear whits Holly to pitch black
Ebony, and the patterning of the
grain structure {8 quite varied,
Same of these must be seen to be
apprecinted.

When dealing with these
veneer houses one gets to choose
the tree which has the coloration
or grain structure which ene
prefers and ona chooses which
side of the tree one prefers! The
cabinct shop then purchoses
those veneer leaves and glues
them up to the apy iate base

Wood as both trim and as fur.
niture produces a strong sense of
warmth and deep comfort.

Imagine a beautiful library
without wood paneling; I do not
think it is possible. Wood will
wear and if ita hardwood will
develap its own patina where the
finish has been removed.

One nice aspect about the
material is that it can alwoys be
refinished- as opposed to the
plastic debris that fills so much
of the stores today. As men-
tioned last week, I am a blg fan
of Maple butcher block for
kitchen countera, It has such
depth and warmth; it also hap-
pens to bo fairly hard and can, if
one likes "patina,” be used to cut
on,

Go to your local meat depart-
ment and see what it looka like
with hard daily use. Run a knife
through a Corian countertop and
I am not sure you will like the
patina that is created.

Glass is varied

Glass is one material that
rarely changea hut did you know
that there are thirty or so vari-
eties of glass that can be easily
used in decorative situations
such as cabinet doors or intorior
glazing panels. With a little bit
they can be com-

and builds the furniture with
them. It is an moderately expen-
aive procesa but nllows one to get
the product that one wants.

lorate studs. If the company that
you called cannot locate the
studs, perhaps you should call in
another company.

Q: My daughter has a 10-
year-old garage door opener
that nceds repair, but the

pai says the £
turer told him repl t

ol p
bined with safety panels and
used in places that requires tem-
pered glazing,

There {8 bubble glass, ham-

Popular Mechanics answers your

of Jan. 1, 1983, all new residen-
tial garage doors must comply
with UL 235, This requirea that
garage door opener assemblies
include a photoelectric sensor or
other device that will reverse the
door if it comes in contact with
someone or something aa it ia
closing. It also requircs appara-
tus to ically disable the

parts are no longer available,
Can you help?

A: Even if the parts were avail-
able, the repairman might not
want to install them, because the
door does not meet current safety

dards. The garage door open-

not ad ly d, it will
probably pull right out of the

er does not comply with recent
ideli blished by Under-

wall, rather than being 1 d
Many people mistake the wash
cloth rail on a ceramic soap dish
as a grab bar It is not designed
for this. In our opinion, the only
grab bar suitable for a bathtub is
one made of stainless steel and,
secured to the studs. There are
instruments that can be used to

{NAPS) - Turning down the
heat while you're away from

a good way to save some money,
but it can lead to thousands of
dollars worth of damage to your

ILLA home.
QUA! If your water pipes freeze and
S burat, a one-eighth inch (3-mil-

limeter) crack in e frozen pipe
can spew up to 250 gallons of
water a doy, destroying floors,
furniture, appliances and keep-
sakes,

That's why State Farm Fire
and Casuulty Company, the
nation's largest insurer of homes,
suggests setting the thermostat
no lower than 55 degrees
Fahrenheit (12 degrees Celsius)
when you're nway. It’s also 2 good

sohb
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Located 1 mite westaf

home this winter may sound like -

writers Laboratery (UL Sten-
dard 235). This is important
buecause between 1982 and 1988,
48 children between the nges of 2
and 14 died from being trapped
under garage doors operated by
‘automatic openers.

Federal law mandated that as

to check your house daily to
ensure it's warm cnough to pre-
vent freezing and to see if every-
thing else is OK.

A preventable disaster

There are several other things
you can do to make sure you
don't return home to'find flood-
like damage inside your home.

* Insulate pipes in your homo's
crawl space and attic. These
exposed pipes are most suscepti-
ble to' freezing. The more insula-
tion you use, the better protected
your pipes will be. An insulating
pipe-sleeve, heat tape or thermo-
statically controlled heat eables
can be used to wrap pipes. Be

1 by

opener should the sensor mal.
function.
There are no federal restric-
e d )

mered glass, fluted glass, gridded
glass, sandblasted glass (which
can have an infinite variety of
patterns applied to the surface)
and tinted glasses, This is an
area that requires some invosti-
gation on behalf of your design-
er/architect. Juat tell them that
you are interested.

Actunlly, that {s what using
real materials is all about - the
natural variations and colors of
the materials found in nature,
They are not perfect because
they are not photos of wood
(which is what Formica that
looks like wood i8) but wood
itself, '

It is funny how s0 much of
what is sold is actually plastic
disguised to be somothing else.
This is bocause plastic has no
real identity of its own; it must
imitate something else.

Plastic windows, plastic car-
peting, plastic countertopa, Take
your timo with your design and
investigate some real building
materials. You will be glad you
did. .

Steve Sivak iz a licensed archi-
tect in private practice and an
adjunct profeszor of architecture
at Lawrence Technological Uni-
versity in Southfield. He special.
izes in well-crafted residential
and commercial architecture and
can be contacted at (313) 769.

questions

ping out all the loose mortar
from the jointa with a cold chisel
and hammer to a dopth of at
least 1 inch.

Clean away dust and chipa

with a water jet and wire brush,
In areas where failing water is
causing mortar leaks, remove the
bricks and clean mortar from
remsining bricks in the sur-
rounding orea.

Mix mortar from 1 part port-
}nxzd cement, one-half part

tions on older

tial garage door openers, but sev-
cral states require these older
devices be brought into compli-
ance with UL 236 at the time
repaire are made to thom.

Q: Tho mortar joints on the
brick walls of my house are
dried and crumbling. How
can I repalr this?

A: The repair procedure for
mortar joints on brick is known
08 “tuck pointing.” Start by chip-

tion, such as Underwriters Labo-
ratories Inc., and use the cables
only for the use intended. - .

¢ Scal leaks that allow cold air
inside. Look for air leaka around
dryer vents and pipea, Use caulk
or insulation to keep the cold cut
ond the heat in. PR

* Disconnect garden hosea

and, if practical, use an indoor "

valve to shut off and drain water
from pipes leading to outside
faucets. This reduces the chance
of freezing in the short apan of
pipe just insids the house,

» If you're 'going to bo away for
an extended time, it might make
sense’ to shut off and drain the
water system. You must be
aware, hnwc\:er, that if you have

sure to use d pp
an.ind dent testing
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Insulation is the key to saving
money and making your house a
more comfortable place during

On The Lake the summer and winter months.

a fire p sprinkler system
in your house, it will be dencti-

Insulation should be Installed during the construc-
tion of your house, but If your house Is under

Insulated, more can be

added.

. 2
Located 1 mile west of The two ges of insula-

Orchard b Rd, on tion are thot it snves money on
Tontiac Trail._ fuel bills and adds comfort to
{810) 683-3501 your house. The reason is

 because heat always moves

toward colder arcas, This means

that every winter, the warmer air
in your house wants to greet the

§ cold air outside and in the sum-

mer the heat wanta to enter your

house and merge with air-condi-
tioned air (if you have air condi-

i tioning.)

Insulation should be installed
during the construction of your
house, but if your house is under-

" insulnted, more can be added.

Before you insulato, make sure
& there are no air leaks or cracks
in the floors, walls and ecilings.
If there are any leaks or cracks,

] rcpair them before starting your

insulating project. The places

you will want to ensure hava the

correct amount of insulation 0.?0

By

Detached condominium homes on the shores of
Morris Lake selling from the upper §300,000's.
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Condominium homes in an enchanting village
selling from the low $300,000's.

the attic, outsido walls and floors
that are over unheated space. If
you plan to heat the attic, insu-
Iate the roof.

Always loave an air apace
between the insulation and the
shingles or other roofing materi-
al. When insulating tho outside
walla of your house, don’t forget
to include tho walls next to an
unheated garage or store room.

Before you determine the type
of insulation you want to inatall,
familiarize yoursclf with insula-
tion terminology.

Some common terms and their
definitions are:

B Btu ~ This is a measuring
unit of heat. It ia the quantity of
heat needed to raise the temper-
nture of ono pound of water one
degree Fahrenbeit.

& Batt — A length of flexfblo

insulation, usually not more than
48 inches lang,

B Blanket = A Jength of flexi-
ble insulation, usually a roll up
to 100 fect long. .

& Cocflici

d lime, 4 1/2 parts sand
and enough water so that the
s*.u&ﬁtum can be compacted into a

Lat it stand for one hour, then

add enough water to make & stiff .

but workable paste.

Dampen joints with clean
water. Use a jointing tool to force
the mortar into joints,

As you compress the mortar
and strike off the joints with the
jointing tool, work in one direc-
tion only to aveoid forming air
pockets,

8l Don'’t let frozen pipes ruin your day

vated when you shut off the
water,

" » If the forecast ‘calls for tem-
perature to fall below freezing,

*_turn your faucets on =o that a

trickle of hot and cold water runs
avernight. . .

' This is especinlly important for
faucets on outside walls, Also, be
aure to open cabinet doors to
allow heat to get to uninsulated
pipes under sinka near exterior
walla,

Free brochure

For a free brochure about pre-
venting frozen pipes, see a State
Farm agent or write: State Farm
Insurance, Public Affairs Depart-
ment (FP), One State Farm
Plaza, Bloomington, IL 61710,

Insulating leads to money in your pocket

roof, walls, doors and windows
from the house to the outside.

B “k" Fattor - Known a8 ther-
mal conductivity, this is a moa-
sure of the heat flow through ono
inch of materinl. It is measured
in Btus per hour, per square foot
of material one inch thick, per
dogree difference from one side
of the matorinl to the other.

H Radiation ~ Known as ther-
mal cond it is the rate of

of heat

sion — Sometimes called the “U”
factor, it is n measure of the rate
heat flows in Btus per hour, per
square foot, per degree difference
between the temperature differ-
cnco inside and outaide. Tho
lower the “U” factor, the less the
hent lost during the winter and
the leas the heat gained during
the summer,

B Heot Goin ~ Tho tempera-
ture increase within the house
causcd by heat entering the
house through the roof, walls,
doors and windowa.

B Heot Loas ~ ‘The amount of
heat that passes throughythe

heat flow through a materisl.
Indicated by the lotter “C.” It is
also measured in Btus.

M Thormal Insulation ~ Insu-
lating materinl, whether it is fill,
flexible batts or blankets, reflec-
tive material or rigid boards.

Vapor Barrier - Material
used to keep moisture on the
warm side of the insulation from
passing through to tho cold side,

o vupor barrier used ia always
placed on the sido facing the
insldoe of tho house.

Information provided b.y the
Dn~!t-Yaursclenmlopcdx‘n.



