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Locale determines snow removal budgets’

BY JENNIFER PLACINTO
STAYF WRITER

It normally takes Rochester
resident Mark Borus 40 minutes
to get to work in Farmington.
But when a snow storm hit last
week, that 30 to 36-mile trip
turned”into an hour and 10
minute drive.

Snowfall obviously has an
effect on driving conditions, and
the manner in which the streets
are cleared can either help or
hamper drivers.

Borue, 28, said the roads he
travels, I-76, Square Lake, Tele-

" graph, 1-896 and Orchard Lake,
have beer well maintained in
the snowy and icy weather, His
slow-go last week was due to
slushy, somewhat slick roadways
and, while Borus was not
plensed with the longer drive,
the thing that really bothers him
is the patch work,

“It really geta my goat,” Borus
said, when he has to use his car
to matte down lumps of asphalt.
“It gets all over your car. I hate

NOW

EMERGENCY **
PROCEDURES (/7%

When winter storms strike, Oakland
County communities can declare
snow emargencias, nolifying residents|
via radio, cable and telavision. To
avold gelting stuck, ticketed or lowed,
cars must be kep! off snow route
streals to allow for plowing. Here is
whal soma ty communii
ies do when the snow slarts pliing up]
: Usually, when there Is
lover tour inches, & snow amergency
i daclared for tha entlre city.
FARMINGTON: Snow emergency routesy
effect all city roadways, and are
usually declared when there eight
inches or more on roads,

that”
Livonia resident John Wisz,

County communities, Rochestor
Department of Public Works
Superintendent Dave Kowaleski

37, works in Bir n
said his drive time down 8 Mile
to Southfield to 14 Mile really
depends on the time of day as
well as the weather, The 21-mile
hike can take anywhere from 20
to 40 minutes, Wisz said,

“Mondays are uaually bad,”
Wisz said, especially when they
follow a holiday.

On snowy days, Wisz takes
Southficld Road home from
work. On non-snow days, he uses
1-696 as a faster routo,

“It's (Southfield) a clearer
route and people aren't going as
fast,” he said, “Thoy’re more cau-
tious.”

With a large amount of traffic
and difficulty determining the
divisions between lanes when
covered with snow, Wisz noted
that the intorsections of South-
field and 10 Mile and Southfictd
and 12 Mile are “bnd” compared
to others he traverses.

Snow removal budgets aro
lower in northern Oakland

BY JENNIFER PLACINTO
STAFF WRITER

It's difficult to determine how
fast you can drive safely when
roads are snowy and icy in some
locations and merely wet in oth-
ers.

If you've ever wondered why
some Oakland County roads are
salted and plowed faster than
others, rend on,

The basic practice in Oakland
County is to clear snow and ice
from ronds with higher speeds,
hlghgr volumes of traffic, and
t

FARMINGTON HILLS: Snow e.nergen-
cies are normally dectared when
. mora than four Inches of snow accu.
-+ |mutates. School bus routes and maln
roads are plowed al the sama time.
ROCHESTER HILLS: The cily's winter
weather emergency provision allows
the mayor lo deciare an emargency.
|Automobiles must ba removed from
maln and residantlal roads.
SOUTHFIELD: When more Lhan four
inches accumulates, & snow emar-
lgoncy Ia declared for the antir city. ™
ALLED LAXE: Al roads inside the clty,
inchuding Decker, Maple and East
Lake Drive, are snow emorgency
routes, Cars shoutd not park on thesq
streots whan there Is six-plus Inches
[of accumutation, When possible,
Ipeople will be asked to move thair
cars, but If they are biocking & snow
route they can be towed.
Bobby Wast, Birmingham foreman ol
streois, walks and sower and water
Kavin Gushman, Farmington Direcior of

Public Ssrvice

[Tom Biasell, Farmington Hilla director of
pblic sef

Rochester Hilla city ordinance

#ike Habowskl, Southfield highway
[dapartmeni coordinator

Raiph Smith, Walled Lake dept. of public
works superintendont

hille and curves.
The following is a list of meth-
ods used by several Oakland
County communities to deter-
mine when salting and plowing
is nocessary, where it takes
place first, and when and how
long it takes to clear roadways:
In Northern Oakland Coun-

ty

Clarkston: The police officer.
on duty notifies the Clarkston
Department of Public Works
(DPW) about slick conditions.

*When they feel it’s not safe,
they can tell pretty quick when
it at least needs salt,” anid
Clarkaton City Manager Art
Pappas.

Cleared first:

said, due to less traffic conges-
tion,

In the 268-squarc-mile aren of
Southficld, o southern OQakland
County community, the budget
for anow removal includea
$420,981 for major roads and
$173,864 for local ronds, accord-
ing to Southfield Financial Ser-
vices Menager David Herah,
Some 19 vohiclea are used for
snow removal, according to Mike
Habowski, Southfield highway
department coordinator.

By contrast, in

snow back on the read. “You're
liable to have to do the same
thing two or three or four times,
In the northern communities,
you don't have that problem,”

With a $6.5 million budget for
snow removal, the Road Com-
mission for Oakland County
(RCOC) budgeted for 80,000 tona
of salt this season, according to
RCOC spokesporson Scott
Kingan.

Kingan aaid salt is “still the
best and most cost effective” way
to clear county rondways. Sand
is used on gravel roads,

When to salt and plow is
ined by several hod

" L2
northern Oakland County com-
munity with a much smaller
snow removal area of 8.3 square
miles, the budget for snow
removal is $70,000 with 14
trucks being used, Kowaleski
said. .

“The northern (area) would bo
casier to do because of less traf-
fie congestion,” said Kowaleaki,
adding that heavy traffic often
causes vehicles to dump the

Whenever needed. “It doesn't
take that long with a half-mile
aren,” Pappas said.

Lake Orion: The police deter-
mine when the ronds nced atten-
tion, according to Lake Orion
Village Manager John Berchtold.

Cleared firat: Flint and Belle

vue.

Time cleared (on average): The
entire village can be cleared in
one doy, Berchtold said.

Rochester: Plows scoop resi-
dentin! and main ronda after two
inches of anow has accumulated,
but snlting begins as soon as the
snow starts to fall, said Dave
Kowaleski, Rochester depart-
ment of public works superinten-

ent.

Cleared first: Main, Universi-
ty, Ludlow, Parkdale, Elizabeth,
South Street ond streets in the
Central Business District, If o
large amount of snow is expect-
ed, the intersections will be salt-
ed first. -

Time cleared (on average):
Major roads are cleared within 8
hours of snowfoll.

Rocheater Hills: “We have a
cloar pavement policy,” said
Rochester Hills Director of Pub-
lic Service Tom Dohr, adding

including Murray and Trettle
forecnat service, road commis-
sion workers, and law enforce-
ment officials, Also _the Michi-
gan Department of Transporta-
tion (MDOT) inxtalled monitors,
which determine freezing of
bridges and decks.

The goal, Kingan said, is to
have salt truck drivers on the
ronds two hours before snow
storms hit in order to clear major

Plowing approaches differ

that the main roads are cleared
first and kept clear and then the
reeidentinl ronds are cleared
next.

Cleared first: Livernois - South
Bivd. to Tienken, Hamlin, John
R, Old Perch and Brewster.,

Time clcarcd (on average):
Three to four hours for main
roadways.

Road workera pre-salt reads
when possible in preparation for
tho rush hour, Dobr added.

Troy: Snow removal can
begin as soon as it starts to foll,
according to Tim Richnak, Troy
superintendent of streets and
drains. However, Richnak ndded,
if the weather is expected to
wnrm up enough for the snow to
melt, sometimes plows are not

used, -

Cleared fivst: Rochester, Liver-
nois, John R, Crooks, Square
Lake, Long Lake, Wattles and
Big Beaver.

Next to be cleared are indus-
trinl ond school routes, roads
with sharp curves and hilly
arcas ond then interscctions
with yicld and stop signs are
salted. If there is four or more
inches of snow, residential

Sec PLOWING, AB

Residential roads are cleared
next with the county salting and
plowing the major roads that
traverse Clarkaton, including
M15, S. Holcolm, Clarkston
Orion Road, Waldon Road and
W. Washington. However, Pap-
pas said, “If they (Clarkston
DPW) go down the street, thoy're
not going to lift their plow up,”
Pappns soid.

Time cleared (on average):
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vonds first.

“What we do not do generally
is the subdivision streets,”
Kingan said. *“These are handled
if we can get to them alerward.”

Sue Sobeck, executive secre-
tary to the Weat Bloomficld
Township aupervisor, said many

bdivisi intions in Weat

s

veae

always happen. The reasons,
Kingan said, are a lack of truck#~
compared to the number of patt
holes and safoty of the workera:t!
who must stop in mid-traffic toys
backup. -
“It has boen an ongoing .'.'..'u

Bloomficld hire their own snow
removal companies,

*It can easily be four days
before they can do it,” Sobeck
said of the RCOC,

Responding to the concerns of
drivers like Borus, in Troy and
Southfield the rond commission
has a night shift which works on
patching pothales among other
things. However, Kingan said,
there are a Hmi:cd amount of

ilable for o

problem,” however, Kingan said,
*We should have fewer cases of,
drivera being the tamp downers,”, ,

Michigan Department o(.;‘:
Tranaportation (MDOT) con,”
tracts with the Rond Commi
sion for Onkland County to ha
dle anow removal on all of t|
state trunk lines, according
Richard Gould, MDOT mainte,
nance engineer for Oakland, .
Wnyqe, Macomb and St. Clnir‘\'

truc] y
pothole filling in the winter since
the majority of trucks ore
altered for snow plowing and
nalting.

‘Workers nre supposed te back
over the laid asphalt with the
county truck to flatten it into the
road, however, that does not

For safety reasons, Kingan redf
ommende drivers keep their dist
tance from salt trucks traveling
the roadways because the trucks's,
may also have trouble maneuvers
ing. 1

Cold calling: Removing snow in the suburbs can
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challenge to area road workers.
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