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Before my wifo dnd I visited :

Hawaii last month to-celobrate
our 25th wedding anniversary,
wo talked ‘with frionds who had
alrendy. been to Howaii. They
had tote’of good suggestions. Lis-
ten to those recommendations,
All tho suggeations that we took
worked aut well.

We flow into Honolulu (via
Northwest from Los Angeles).
From thore we took an inter
island flight to our first destina.
tion, Maui.

Flying fivat class is worth the
expense, The five-hour flight
from Detroit to Los Angeles geta
you not quite helf way to
Hawaii. The flight from Los
Angeles to Honolulu is another

5-1/2 hours. That's a lot of time *

to sit in one place. And the free
movics in first class make turbu.
lence more bearable.

Hawaii's time is five houra
behind Detroit’s. Coupled with
the length of the flights, the time
change will throw your body out
of sync. After we landed in Hon-

A creditcard ° .
Another credit card
Cash

Sun screen lotion
Mosquito repellent
Enough film

Body powder
Ahat

name
Sunglasses
Several pairs of shoes
Several paperback books

Things you will want to take along:

A couple packets of hot chocolate

Your car insurance policy number and insurance company’s

aluly, took an inter island flight
to Maui, rented a car and drove
to our hotel, we were exhausted.
We spent much of the first day
sleeping and taking it very casy.
The next day jet lag became min-
imal.

Maui is retail-oriented, with
more than a fow shopping cen-
ters. As is appropriate in 2
tourist area, the people were
friendly and their merchandise

Amtrak eliminates
stress of travel

{NAPS) — What would make
the perfect family vacation?
According to a recent survey con-
ducted by the U.S. Travel Data
Center, learning something new
and not having to drive head the
liat,

Although nearly eight out of
10 Americans (77 percent) are
likely to drive on a family vaca-
tion, an almost equal number (78
pereent) say the perfect family
vacation would avoid the hnssles
thot come with driving.

Seeing or leaning aomething
new along the way appealed to
42 percent of respondents in a
nationwide sampling of adults
who have taken a vacation with
children under 18 in the past
year.

They say other important

ingredients for the perfect family
vacation include a mixture of
time with and without children
(22 percent) arriving still speak-
ing to one another (18 percent)
and meeting interesting people
(10 percent).

“Clearly train travel offers
familics the kinds of pluses that
make their wish lists,’ suggests
family travel authority Candyce
Stapen, author of 60 Great Fam-
ily vacations: Western North
America, 50 Family Vacations:
Eastern North America and
Cruise Vacations With Kids.

For a free Amtrak Travel Plan-
ner to help you explore family
rail vacation possibilitics, call a
travel agent or 1-800-USA-RAIL.
7320203

expensive. But we did run into a
couple good deals. .
The old whaling port of Lahina
in still there, but it has a thriv-
ing commoreial district whore
you can buy ncarly anything.
‘Attention fans of James Michner
and the TV mini-serica “Hawaii.”
The house put up by the first
missionariea is also in Lahina,
We did the usual tourist
things: eating at and watching a

luauy (many hotels sponsor

them), sailing out on a whale
watch (whale watching is best in
winter when the whales are off
the Hawaiian Ialands), swim-
ming in the hotel poo), and visit-
ing “historic” sites. Some aren't
g0 historie, others arc. Caveat
emptor, ’

We alao ate dinner in restau-
rants aimed at touriats: The food
was good, but it was not chenp.
Qne place that came highly ree-
ommended was Roy’a, in the
Kahana Gateway Shopping Cen-
ter on Maui's northwest const.
They make a great chocolate
souflle, Ask them about it when
you order your entrec.

The weather is as wonderful
as billed, and the vegetation is
every bit ns lugh, Most nights we
were in Hawalii, it rained. Most
days were sunny and breezy.
Many of the public buildings are
open to the breezes and are not
enclosed. That comes as a shock
to someone living in Michigan.

Prices are higher: 30-percent
higher, according to one Howai-
jan newspaper. Gasoline is $1.76
there vs. $1.25 here, But the fast

GREAT ESCAPES

lll'y' is magical

food in Hawaii costs about the
same ns fast food in Detroit.

After we flew to Kauni, we did
very little. That's what the “Gar-
den Island” is nll about: taking it
easy. Oh, the hotel did have ten-
nis courts (and golf coursea seem
to be a Hawaiinn tourist's idea of
paradise).

If you are going to Knuai, look
up the Brick Oven pizza pluce on
Highway (0. (It's called a high-
way, but most of the automabile
transportation on the island is
on two-lane blacktop = which
tends to go every which way but
straight.)

A well-known nttraction is the
Fern Grotto, an honest-to-pete
natural stone grotte that is cov-
ered with ferns. The ferns used
ta be a lot longer and there used
to be more of them, but the
island took a direct hit in 1992
from Hurricanc Iniki, and some
greenery is not yet fully recov-
ered.

Hawaii's official state bird is
the Hawaiian goose, but it
should be the wild chicken. Wild
roosters can be heard all over
the island.

Great Escapes features various
travel filma and destinations.
Send news leads to Kecly Wygo-
nik, Arts & Leisure Editor,
Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
pers, fnc., 36261 Schoolcraft,
Livonia, MI 48150, or fax them
10 (313) 591-7279.

SNOWMOBILE RACES

The Northwestern Michigan
Fair in conjunction with the
Michigan International Racing
Association will present the
Northern 250 Enduro Snowmo-
bile Races at the Northwestern
Michigan Fair Grounds, south of
Traverse City on Feb, 22 and 23.
More than 50 racers will be
attending. Racing begins at 9
a.m. ench doy. Admission for the
weekend event is 510 presale at
several Traverse City businesses

Have we got a deal for you.
Free minutes.

Call it what you want, but if you're intcrested in
eat savings on cellular scrvice, this is the place to be.
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and $12 at the gate. For more
information, call Sharen
McWethy at 616-947-0827.

GOLF DREAMS

British Airways is offering o
number of air-inclusive golf
vacations this summer to Scot-
land and Ireland, including ape-
cial vacations to sec the masters
play in the British Open. St.
Andrews, Gleneagles, Turnberry
and Royal Dornoch are some of
the courses featured in Scotland
and Portmarnock, Killarney,
Ballybunion Old Course, Tralee
and Royal County Down are
some of the course featured in
Ireland.

The basic holidays include
transatlantic airfare from
British Airways’ 21 U.S. gatewny
cities (including Detroit}, three
nights hotel accommodations,

three days rental car and two
rounds of golf. Golfers can cus-
tomize their holidays by ndding
a two night hotel stay, two days
rental ear nndl two rounds of goll
at n choice of courses throughout
Scotland and Ireland. Prices
begin nbout $1,100.

Further information is avail-
able from travel agents, locnl
British Airways sales offices of
by calling the airline direet at 1-
800-FLY VP BA.

INTERLOCHEN

Renowned {lutist James Gal-
way will perform at the Inter-
lochen Center for the Arts 7:30
p.m. Friday, April 11, Galw
performan part of o se
April events at the fumous north
Michigan music camp, which

city of Lihue, home of th:

er & Eccentric Newspapers,
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The island has many tourist
attractions, such as Na Pali
conut on the northwest corner of
the island, the Olu Pua Gardens
and the Fern Grotto, but Kauni
is not bwarming with high-pro-
file tourist attractions. One you
may well unintentionally over-
look is Kaunis historical muse-
um.

We were surprised when we
entered the historical museum

45 minutes before closing and ..
the woman selling tickets told us »"

we wouldn't have time to see the
muscum. But she was right. The
Knuai muscum occupies two
foors, with all kinds of visual
and electronic displays, The

museum is in o stone building
just to the left of the county ©*

building on Rice Street in the

island’s main airpart. Notice o
said the museum is next to thenni
county building, not the Annex’.
to the county building. e

Barry Jensen is an editor in -
the features group of the Observe

will also include student and fac-
ulty performances. For more
information, call the box office at
1-616-276-7440.

BOTANICAL TOURS

Weatherbee's Botanical Tours,
Pinckney, Mich., is offering seve
eral camping adventures for
nature lovers, The four day tours
scheduled include: March 23, the
Okefenokee Swamp: April 17,
the Great Smoeky Mountains;
May 29, the Upper Peninsula
More! Foray; June 19, the Real
Bois Blanc Island; July 24,
Drummond Island; Aug. 7,
Beaver Island; and Sept. 12,
Chippewa River, Prices range
fram $135 to $295.

For information call 313-878-
178,

Feel 21 again
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. And AifTouch Cellular is the service you want.
Come in riﬁl:t now and look at what we’re

BLACKJACK |

offering with a two-year service agreement: . e f

+Up To $475 WORTH OF ' WEEKDAYS 4am-Noonat... |:
FREE AIRTIME by doubling - B
your package minutes: LN o _ :

«Free Motorola
Telélac 250 phone.

Stop by soon. This deal won't last forever.
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630 West Fourteen Mile + Clawson
(1-172 Miles West of 175 & Ockland Mal})

800-288-6191 or 810-280-6380
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