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Crulsmg has it all in a convenient package

- BY CASBY HANS

Ever dream of doys filled with
tropical sun and drink and
nightly five-course meals — that
you don't have to cook?

How about snorkeling, shop-
ping or walking the beach by day
and variety showa every
ovening? Visiting different
islands or ports every day, and
learning about different cul-
tures?

+ If these things appeal to you,
then a cruise may be the vaca-
tion for you.

Aftor taking two Caribbean
cruises — one to the Western
islands in 1992 and the other to
#some Enstern isles just recently
— I'm an avowed cruising enthu-
siast.

We like the one-price

Tell us about:
your cruise

The cruise industry is busy
touting Fcbruary as National
Cruiso Vacation Month.
When the snow falls and the-
winds how!, residonts of
Southeast Michigan begin
thinking seriously about
drifting through the islands
on a cruiso ship.

Wae'd liko to know what
your experiences were, Did
the cruise live up to its
billing? Was the food fantas.
tic or just ea-80? What about
thc porta ol' call, wero they

which on many cruise lines
includes airfore, transfers, ship
possage, and all meals and
entertainment and use of ship’s
facilitics such as the health club,
pool, library and game room.
Many lines also have a cashless
system on board the ship, where
vacationers put down a depaosit
or credit card, nnd charge any
shipboard purchases — auch ns
wine or aleohol or items from the
gift shops — to the card, which is
tallied and paid for ot the end of
the cruise.

Cruising the Caribbean often
includes visiting the popular
Cancun or Cozumel in Mexice,
the mountainous Jamaica, the
British Cayman Islands and
isles like Barbados — indepen-
dent since 1966 with a British

g or frightening? Was
your cnptnm like Capt.
Stubbing on *The Love Boat”
or Capt. Bligh on “The
Bounty?*

Tell your neighbora in 76
words or less what it was like
to take o crufse and we'll
print a sampling of your com-
ments.

Send your cruise stories to
Hugh Gallagher, Assistant
Managing Editor, Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers, 36251
8Schooleraft, Livonin, MI
48160, or fax (313) 591-7278.

influence — or the French-
speaking Martinique.
The Mexican stop can mean

beaches and ahopping, or some-
thing more cultural like a day
trip to o Mayan ruin.

Beach-lovers can enjoy a atop
at Antigua, where local touriam
officials and cabbiea tout the 366
beaches — one for every day of
the year and many with plenty
of white coral and shells for col-
lecting.

Shoppers often look forward to
a visit to 5t. Thomas, where jew-
elry, linen and perfume storcs
abound and where U.8, reaidents
can take back up to $1,200 in
merchandise tax and duty free,
Although there is a touch of the
Caribbean here, the island is a
U.S. territory, so is highly Amer-
icanized; expect people on the
streot hawking time shares,

Nearly all the islands boast
good snorkeling, but Grand Cay-
man and Martinique received
tho most raves from my travel-
ing companions.

Moat shipa also provide a myr-
ind of entertninment for those
who wish to stay on the ship, or
for the daya that the ship is at
sea. Pool volleyball, early morn-
ing aerobics and walking club,
art auctions and other activitics
are scheduled throughout the
day — or you con simply sit on
the deck with a good book.

But cveryone really wants to
know about the midnight buflet
and other food delights.

It'a true that you can eat regu-
larly scheduled meals, or cat
throughout the day and go to the
daily midnight buffets as well.
Most cruise lines offer sit-down
meal service in a formal dining

Carlbbean crulsing: Crystal Cruise’s luxurious Harmony calls at St. Thomas during

its Caribbean season.

room for three meals each dny,
as well as a poolside buffet ser-
vice for breakfast, lunch and
snacks. The midnight buffet
usunlly features a theme nightly,
and includes ice carvings and

Travel agent says cruising means value

BY BETTV SWARTZ
SNCIAL 'vvnn'ru

February - snow, wind and ice
= an approriate month to declare
as National Cruise Vacation
Month and target the first-time
cruisers and, of course, those
that have cruised and are ready
to do it again. The anticipation
of the hassle-free, relaxing cruise
vacation can warm the bones of
any Northerner at this timo of
the year.

Cruising has hecome today's
most popular worry-free vaca-
tion, Almost every corner of the
world has been or will be visited
by a cruise ship with itineraries
varying in length from three
days to as many as 180 days.
More than a dozen new ships

“have entered service in the last

few yenrs, with several more
gsheduled to debut and even
more on the drawing board. The
pcopln are out there to fill those
“eabins and suites. It is estimated
that only aix percent of Ameri-

‘Ein's have cruised, and based on
-

-

industry data, nearly all of them
will choose te cruise again. Are
you one of them or are you one of
the 94 percent that want to
cruise but have not made the
commitment?

What is cruising other than
being on a ship for days and
nights? A cruise is value and
value is on everyone's mind. Like
resorts, which land lovers have
experienced, there are a vast
numbor of different ahips and
itineraries and there is onc to fit
your lifestyle, budget and time
allotment.

E NAPLES;_FLOH_IDA

"> .Condo Rentals:
1-2-3 Bedrooms
*'Weekly/Monthly.

" Beach front
“available
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Kewadin Casinos
g._Incluaes:
stay at the Kewadin inn with :onunantal
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round trip motor coach,
money from
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us $97 |n gambiing
only per person.

In addition to the convemencc
of a cruise

nbum. the cruise industry. .
ber chenp is not value,

cruise vacation pnckngc can be
designed (round trip air trans-
portation, transfers to and from
the pier, a pre or post cruise
hotel package etc.)

To make this dream a reality,
a reality with good, lasting mem-
ories,plan your cruise vacation
with a eruise counselor, a person
that has experienced the various

. cruise lines and is knowledgable
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. Crulsed!
February, NATIONAL
CRUISE VACATION MONTH,
book your crulse and receive
personalized attention from
start to finish with Betty Swartz,
our certified Master Crulse
Counselor representing
all major cruise lines]

Las vegas
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value is being totally sntisfied
with the.cruise experience.
You haven't lwed until you've
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MOTORCOACH TOURS
Phantom of the Opara
Toronto » W20/97 + $189
Trana ¢ Hatel » Dinner » Admission

Myrtle Beach, SC
4-nites » G-days * 4/9/97 » $369
Trans = Hotol s 2-ginnors v 2-Shows.
Canadian Citles
4-nites » 5-days » 6/18/97 » $308
b Trans « Hotel « 4-giniers » Showa » Tours
Branson, Missour|
4-nites + 5-days + 41667 » $389
tod » 3-chrinars ¢ §-Shows
Tunica, Mississipp!
J-nites = 4-d
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EconoTravel (800) 423- 6626,

. Trips tlepirt from the Deleolt area -
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sauna, and home-baked cookles at 9 p.m. So, Ir:luspmﬁdc hy

t A Romantic awa
With Your Valentine?
Escape To The Hilton. owvsenises wess-

end packages include a spacious guest room, use of indoor pool, \1hlr1pool&

activities spearhended by the
cruige stal

Cost for n 7-day cruise usually
starts at about $800 for a basic
package and gocs up from there,
depending on the time of year

You provide For

bath - all complimentary.

Restaurant, and (ufl breakfast.

Valentine al a great low rate!

26000 American Dr.
Southficld, Mt 48034
810-357-1100

Ultimate Romance Package Let us set the mood with
{n-room champagne & two keepsake flutes, dinner for two
with chauffeured service to and from Memiwethers  *

Bounceback Weekend Rekindk: the spinit with your

travel

callyourp

igcnl, 1-800-HILTONS, o¢ the Southfiekf Hillon. GardenInn at 810-357-1100.

Romance Package \e'll pamper you with In-room
champagne & twokecpsake flules, full breakfast, and bubble [ak®:

)[ Sovifiehl
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you're traveling and the package
you choose. Cabin upgrades to n
Inrger room and outside state-
room — which includes a win-
dow ~— come at an additional
cost.

Riverboat
crulse: The
Delta
Steamboat
Company’s
Mississippi
Queen keeps
alive the
steamboat-
ing.
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