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Road Watch

They're one of the mast
talked-about topics In Oakland
County: the state of our roads.

To help keep you abreast of the (atest con-
struction projects planned for fedesal, state,
county or loca! roads that traverse Observer
& Eccentric communities, we're Introducing
Road Construction Wateh, an update that
wlll appear every Sunday inslde your home-
town newspaper.

Today you'll find Road Construction Watch
on page A8, Please lock for It in our front-
page index every Sunday starting next week.
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Farmington Hills City Council
members have a full plate for 1697,

At & recont gonl-sctting session,’
they focuscd on city finances ag the,

main course this year.
“We've got tight budgets,” said
City Monoger Dan Hobbs. “But we

7 User fees might g0 up; four employee
union contracts will% 3: and

e negotiate

olice administration will be streamlined.
inances will be the biggest issue facing
Farmington Hills this year.

have some exciting initiatives that
can save money.”

Hobbs said the city will be negoti-
ating contracts with four of the city’s
six unjons. Finding a balance
between rewarding employees while
keeping costs down will be & chal-
{enge, he said.

Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi noted that

Hills faces new fees, contracts

restrictions of Proposal A, which cap
tax increnses t & percent or tho cost
of living increase, will limit what
officinls con offer employees.
User fees will bo targeted to see if
3
A
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positions while saving the city
$38,122 in salary.

The change won’t diminish the
city's sworn officer strength. (See
related story, Pago A6.) C o

more can be
study on those fees js looking at how
much users of various services are
charged, and what is reasonable.
“Wo're taking a business approach
and secing what the true cost is,”
Hobbs said. '
The police department will bo
reorganized as of March 7, climinat-
ing a layer of acy by drop-

Hilla plans to take the
lead in pushing Oakland County to
add a surcharge of 43 cents a month
to telephone bills to pay for 8-1-1
service, as provided for in a 1994
law.

*“Wo're the only county in the area
not doing this,” Hobbs said, adding
that County Executive L. Brooks

ping the deputy chicf and inspector
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You can’t do it all
“on President’s Day;
here’s what’s open

President’s Day is nat a day to wait by the post box,
deposit a check or pay a ticket at tho district court.

However, while. moat government agencies and
banks are closed and therc is no mail delivery to
honor U.S. presldents of yoro, a fow institutions
romain open Monday. '

One.of those places is the public library, which has
soveral books on Georgo Washingten and Abraham
Lincoln to peruse,

Also opon Monday will bo: .

8 Farmington City Hall, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.:
Monday is a regular business day with no disruption
in trash collection, Farmington City Council alse

meeta 8 p.m. Monday.
. F ington/Farmi! Hills Chamb
merce, 9 am. to B

p.m. .

# Both branches of the Farmington Public Library,
9am.to9pm. ' .

® Though there is no delivery, people can mail lot-
tera and handle other postal busincas at the South-
field branch post offico, 222000 W. 11 Mile, 8 a.m. to 3

p.m.
Closed for tho holidny will be:

of Com‘-

meeting cancoled, However, there will be no disrup-
tian in trash collection.
8 47th District Court.
Farmi Hills and Farmi

post offices.

B Farmington Hills City Hall with tho city council

Betting on Detroit

BTAFY WRITER .

Virgil H. Carr is not & gambler, but he's learn-
ing all he can to make sure the Detroit arca
docan't go bust becauro of easinos.

e Farmi Hills resi and president
of United Way Community Services in Detroit
would seem an unlikely momber of Detroit
Mayor Dennis Archer’s committee that is study-
ing how to implement casine gambling in the
city after voters approved the idea. .

*I have 30 years in the human services field,”
said Carr, 56, "The impact of gambling in Detroit
is too important for us not to do it right the first

He’s pushing better odds

time. Becauso we'll only get one chanee. We can't .

blow it.” .
The Jowa native, who has lived with his wife,

Mygene, in Farmington Hills for the past 3 2

yenrs trained in social work at Washington Uni-

for casinos

Rambling,
gambling:
Virgil Carr
of Farm-
ington '
Hills hopes
to.secure
some
assurances
to protect
residents
of the city
of Detroit
through
his posi-
tion on
Mayor
Dennis
Archer’s
casino
gambling

" committee,
which has
been visit-
ing and
learnin,
from other
towns that
added

casinos.

i

BrATY P1rOTO BY S1tsR0K LAMILT

zation for an incrensing number of not-for-profit
organizations,

Now those org face n new ct
Helping the community reap some of the eco-
r}umic bqncﬁm of easinos without suffering the

versity in St. Louis, He camo to hi from
Chicago and hns been impressed with the Motor
City’s comeback cfforts. .

“This has been one of the most exciting times
in my life,” he said. P

socinl d with
gambling in other venues,
Evidence mounts

Other citics, including Detroit’s Canadian
i Windsor, have been convinced that

United Way ro i P P:
social causes, moking it cnsier for middle-class
and working-class families to give through pay
roll deductions and becoming a blanket organi-

casinos can bring cash and jobs into the commu-
nity. But there have been few succeases.

Seo GAMBLING, AG

B BTATY PRIOTO BY BATAN MITOILL
His moment: Michael Kraft, 11, came to America from
Germany last September and is already writing short
stories and giving oral readings in English class at
School in Farmington Hills.

the Internationa.

BY LATRY O'CONNOR
STAFF WRITER

Jack Faxon.
The 1 1 School —

At tho International School, “Curious
Georgoe” is a singe, mono, or der Affe. It
depends on what clasaroom you're in.

Tranagressions of the pesky monkey
featured in' the series of children's books
are more likely to be read about in
French, Spanish or German than Eng-
lish by kindergartners and first graders
at the Farmington Hills private school,
which is operated by former state Sen.

International School
puts the accent on
foreign language

ing in foreign language immersion’ for
kindergarten through grade cight —
moved to the former Lubavitch Center
on Middlebelt Road in the fall, The
school praviously operated in Beverly
Hills until its lease expired during the
summer.

An open house is planned for intereat-
ed parenta 2-5 p.m. Saturday, March 1,
at the school, 285556 Middlebelt, north of
12 Mile, Yearly tuition for the nonprofit
achool is $4,000 for junior kindergarten
(half days), $7,260 for senior kinder-

N e —— i e e

Beo SCHOOL, A2

Hioh radlo

Dean of Detroit radio and Farmington Hills
resident Dick Osgood will discuss the histary of|
“The Lane Ranger Show” during the second half|
of the Somewhcre In Time radio program aired 7
a.m. and 12:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 20, on
WDTR-FM 90.9.

Osgood will answer the following questions
undoubtedly gnawing at the minds of many avid
radio listeners: What happened to the rest of the
Texas Rangers? Why did the Lono Ranger wear
a mask? Where did the name “Tonta” come from?
And, most importantly, what hoppened to the
.| show when the cast spent two hours at the
Alcove Bar on Woodward betwzen shows for the
Fast and West consta?

FARMINGTON FOCUS

Mother knows best

“Mothers’ Sayings,” a collection of poem pic-
tures from the 1920-40s that children often
bought for their mothers, are on diaplay at the
Farmington Historical C ission's showcase
at Farmington Hills City Hall. -

The collection, which belongs to Pam Cotrell,
is on display during February and March. The
showcase is outside city council chambers in the
southwest corner of city hall, 11 Mile and
Orchard Lako roads. '

Knollenberg spoaks at GOP dinner

U.8. Congresaman Joe Knollenberg will speak
to the Farmington Area Republican Club, when
it hosts its annual dinnor mecting at 8:30 p.m.
Fridny, Feb, 21, at The Longacre House, 24705
Farmington Road, between 10 and 11 Mile
vonds.

The event features cocktails at 6:30 p.m., with
dinner (prime rib, white fish, three sides, salad,
baverages and a dessert table) at 8 p.m. Cost is
$22.50 per person.

Far ticket information, call Ben Marks at 477-
8404 or fox him at 477-4403.

Items for Farmington Focus niay be mailed to
the Observer: 33411 Grand River, Farmington
48335; or fazed to: 810-477-9722.




