SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 1997

STAIY PHOTO BY JOUN STORMIAND
Now leader: Gary Russi
is the third president of
the 1990s.

Growth,
Russi put
OUona
new path

BY SANDRA ARMBRUSTER
OAKLAND COUNTY EDITOR

Two forces are steering Onk-
land University toward the
216t century: unprecedented
growth and new president,
Gary D. Russi.

That's the general nssess-
ment of those who manage,
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pains, they agree.

“Oakland University sat still
Susan For-
gotte, president of UAW Local
19256 which represents 260

for so long,” said

clerical/technical staff there.

“Now it's a boom time. It will

make OU a better place, but
they have to think of the peo-
ple, too.”

Firsat the growth.

Impact of the 1995-2005
Strategic Plan is becoming evi-
dent on campus with a science
and engineering building to
open this April, gencral reno-
vations throughout the univer-
sity, 0 recreation center, more
on-campus housing and class-

‘rooms, and a recently-
announced state grant for a
business building. The Oak-

land Center, a gathering spot 7

for students, will be renovated
to make it more functional and
now has a new food court.

Ocnkland’s “changing image
means the university no longer
1ooks like some buildings stuck
in the lown,” said Susan
Aldrich, assistant vice presi-
dent for capital planning and
design.

Those brick and mortar
improvements would be just so
much sand if it weren't for cur-
ricular changes. Some of those
changes can't be contained
within brick walls. Distance
learning programs, for exam-
ple, are now in place by OU
across the country and inter-
nationally in Europe. And vir-
tunl reality technology ia
bringing an art gallery in Rus-
sin to campus, Technological
innovations for an improved
learning environment, are all
designed to produced a “much
improved graduate,” Russi
anid.

Beyond all that, said com-
munications professor Shea
Howell, is the need to get stu-
dents “thinking about the

world in imaginative ways” for

the 21st century.

To help make Onkland con-
tinue to grow, OU will contin-
ue to “plend its case in Lans-
ing” and seck grants and pri-
vate gifts by touting its gradu-
ate programs and research
efforts, Russi said. Rex Schlay-
baugh, chairman of the OU

teach and
study at the
university.
that
expansion
come
with its own share of growing

@ Oakland Universi
become the “Harvar

College. Here is a lock

leadership are doing to manage

raisc awareness of the
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Pened its doors in 1957 with plans to
the Midwest.” But in

decades it has often been confused with O:
at what the university and its new

its unprecedented growth and

the last two
and Community

doctoral institution in our back yard.

University lobbying for bigger share of the pie

BY TIM RICHARD
EBTAPF WIITER

Oakland University is
attempting to emerge from the
pack of regional universitics toa
place closer to the top of the
prestigious list.

President Gary Russi hos told
lawmakers OU deserves to be
reclassified as a “doctoral” uni-
versity, with Michigan Tech and
Western Michigan.

“OU has grown from a rela-
tively small, little-known uni-
versity in northern Oakland
County to a major foree in the
region,” anid Russi, citing its
Rochester nddress in Michigan's
high-tech corridor near Chrysler

OU AND THE LEGISLATURE

Technology Center and Onkland
Technology Park.

Enrollment in master's and
doctoral programs has soared 26
percent gince 1990. It offers doc-
toral degrees in four areas, more
than enough to qunlify for
Carnegie Foundation ranking as
a doctora) university.

But a Carnegie upgrading
wouldn’t automatically mcan
more state money because key
lawmakers are wary of tying
funding to n Carncgie ranking -
or any other formula,

“We arc equally concerned
that OU is the only growing
public university not to receive &
special {state aid) adjustment in
recent years,” Russi told law-
makers. “As a result, we rank
156th (of 15) in net percentage
i in state app inti
in bhoth five-year and 15-year
comparisons,”

Russi last year asked for
another $5 million tied to OU's
growth nnd graduate achool
emergence, .

“The Oakland County delega-

tion is trying to do thot,” said
Democratic Sen. Gory Petera of
Bloomficld Township. “The
Detroit delegation is very effec-
tive in lobbying for Wayne State
University. There’s no question
0OU is a major institution, We
have to become o very aggres-
sive delegation.”

Republican  Sen.  Mike
Bouchard of Birmingham
agreed. “We in the Oakland
County delegntion are doing
more to try to assist OU in
Lansing, I've tried to take the
lead to show OU’s impact on
change, on the public its serv-
ing, on graduates who stay in
the community.

Repa. Penny Crissman, R-
Rochester, and Nancy Quarles,
D-Southficld, have met Rusai
and are giving him a sympathet-
jc car. *I think they'll make it
(doctoral status) - they should
be there now,"” said Crissman.

Most Oaklond politicians are
resigned to being n permanent
“donor” county - getting back
less for roads, schools, the com-
munity college and the universi-
ty than they send in taxes. But
they do intend to get a better
deal, starting with OU,

OU's new lobbyiat is Rochelle
Black, formerly on Gov. John
Engler's communications stafl.
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On campus: Since 90 percent of OU’s
suburbs, most socialization occurs b

Student life

students commute to the Rochester Hills campus from nearby .
ctween classes at places like the Oakland Center shown here.
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Openness

Judge orders OU
vice-presidential
~ search open

BY PAT MURPHY
STAFF WIUTER

Reporters for The Oakland Post were to
cover interviews with candidates for the uni-
versity’s second highest position after o cir-
cuit judge agreed with the Oakland Univer-
sity campus newspaper's contention the ses-
sions were subject to the Michigan Open
Meeting Act.

The ruling by Onkland Circuit Judge
Edward Sosnick threw o wrench into plans
to hold the interviews in private — some-
thing the newspaper contended was con-.
trary to the open meetings act.

Because of the ruling late Friday, OU was
required to tell the newapaper the time and
Yocation of the interviews and to open the
- P mectings to the public.

“Wall bo there,” snid
SEARCH chicf editor of the

Heidi R. Hedquist,
newspoper  and  a
plaintiff in the motion
aimed at the OU administration and the

scarch committee formed to interview
ive didates and narrow the ficld

Oakland stepping up to Division I

BY CHRIS MAYER
STAFF WRITER

It's time for a change. No,
make that a quantum leap.

Oakland University is
making the extraordinary
step from Division 1I to Divi-
sion I athletics, The move
beeame reality Feb, 6 when
the OU Board aof Trustces
approved upgrading the uni-
versity's athletic program
{from NCAA Division II to
Division -AAA.

1t's a boid move for the
budding Rochester-based uni-
versity, one that has drawn
ample opposition. But most
embrace the decision from
the student body 'all the way
up to OU President Gary
Russi.

According to Athletic Direc-
tor Jack Mehl, Oakland will
formally apply for Division I
membership before June I,
1997. University officials
expect Division I-AAA compe-
tition to begin in the fall of
1999, undoubtedly in a new
league since OU will no
Jonger compete in the Great
Lakes Intercolleginte Athletic
Confercnee. The Midwestern
Cities Conference, which
includes the University of
Detroit Merey, or the Mid-

N ——————
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Continent Conference are

. possibilitics,

The Pioneers will be an
inactive Division I partici-
pant for the next two years
while completing a transition
period required by the
NCAA. This means they can't
win any league champi-
onships or compete in NCAA
postseason tournaments.
However, no currently
enrolled athlete will lose a
scholarship and Oakland will
grant an unconditional
release to any athlete desir-

ing a transfer during the,

transition period.

OU is no stranger to suc-
cess at the Division II level,
albeit in relative obscurity.
The powerhouse men’s swim
team is the three-time
defending Divigion 1I nation-
al champion and Oakland’s
women swimmers carned five
straight national champi-
onships before capturing run-
ner-up honors the last two
years, The men's and
women's basketball teams
continue to post 20-win sea-
sons and men's soccer coach
Gary Parsons has led the Pio-
neers to the national finals

The Board

Oahkland University is ona | Novt, director of operations
of 10 unliversities whoselfnr Powers Olstributing, 8
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Ruffing It: Guard Court-
ney Ruffing (5), shown
here during the Pioneers’
81-50 women’s basket-
ball win over Gannon
University Thursday
night, is one of many
affected by the move to
Division I-AAA.
twice.

The move means mare
scholarship athletes nt Onk-
land. Add in a state-of-the-
art recreation and athletic
center, which is scheduled to
be completed by the fall of

1998, and OU strengthens its
ability to enbance its reputa-
tion, increase its fan base,
and attract more ottention
and vven better athletes.

“It's a good move, it really
is,” said scnior Tedd Covert,
who prepped at Orchard
Lake St. Mary’s and plays on
the men's golf team. It gives
the athletes an opportunity
to play some of the bigger
schools, go to the bigger tour-
naments and travel to places
like say California and
Texns. As a Division 11
school, that's something you
might not be able to do.”

Another Onkland senior
soon to finish his colleginte
carcer is swimmer Raffi
Karapetian, Karapetion
starred at Bloomficld Hills
Andover and transferred to
OU from University of South-
ern California, o Division I-A
school.

“There's a big difference
between a Division 1 school
and a Division II school, ath-
ictically,” Karapetion said.
“It scemed like at the Divi-
sion I school, and I'm coming
from an athletic ipoint

before making a recommendation.

“The judge gave us exactly what we asked
for,” said Hedquiat, a scnior journalism stu-
dent at OU who graduated frem Tray High
School in 1993. “The intervicws are in Room
201 at the Hilton (at Detroit Metro Airport)
beginning at 8 p.m. The last of the 12 inter-
views was acheduled for 6 p.m. Sunday,

“We've assigned a reporter,” said
Hedquist. “And I'll be there in person.”

QU President Gory D. Russi, who formed
the search committee to screen candidates,
was unavailable for comment Fridny afier-
noon. Neither Russi nor OU officials
returned phone calls.

That the interviews were canducted at all
was a compromise between university offi-
cials, represented by Charles A. Duerr Jr.,
and the paper and Hedqui .
cd by John N. Ronayne IIL

One provision of the open meetings act is
public notice of the intended meetings at
least 18 hours in advance. Ronayne said his
clients ngreed to waive that specific provi-
gion as long as the interviews were open.

If his clients hodn't waived that require-
ment, said Ronayne, “the interviews could
not have been held.

“Wo didn’t want the interviews canceled,”
he said. “We just wanted them open to the
public. We want the public’s business con-
ducted in public.”

In the hearing before Sosnick, Ronayne
puggested the OU board of trustees was
at ing to ci open i

The requirement that interviews for top
executives at a university had already been
u‘umblinhcd in a pumber of court rulings and

anly, athlctics in general got
a lot mare recognition from
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yne said, included one made
in 1995 by another Oakland Circuit Court
judge in reference to OU's search for a new
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History

53% Full time

Full/Part Time
13,956 total students

governing boards are beverage company. OU was born in the 1950s as

MSU-
Oakland, a branch of i Stote
University, and was built on 8 1,500-
acre estate donated by Matilda R.
and Alfred G. Wilsen. 1t soon became
OU. A 1977 effort to change the

board of trustees and a Birm-
ingham resident, said it will
take more grants before the
university's research programs
- significant in the biological
sciencea a5 well as auto fields

47% Part time

Under/Grad
13,956 total students

by the g Lt are:
Last year Gov. John Engler: eDavid Doyle, Okemas, &
appointed: i political operative. He was
+Henry Baskin, Blaom-1GOP executive director and
field Hills resldent and ‘lhcn party chair until 1995.
known divarce and enter-|  *Rex E. Schlaybaugh Jr.,
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“We're not funded well,” he
said, adding that with better

n
1982, Director of the OUlPolrge Farms. best known for its. engineering links

13,956 total students
10 the Opkland Technalogy Patk and

13,596 students

3 ! : Foundation In 1993. «Davld Fischer, Troy, pres 36% Male 2,270 from
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