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Towerlng Issue: Farmington Hills
zoning board members haven't
decided on a cellular phone
tower, seeking more detail. /A2

‘COUNTY

Come to the falr: It’s not too early
to think about plans for your
children’s summer camp, and
there’s a fairly easy way to find
out what'’s available. /A6

Judge for yourself: Recent appoint-
ments by the governor to fill
vacancies have changed the look
of our circuit and probate
courts./A8

Winning friends: Farmington teens
boost confidence, self-esteem in
Dale Carnegie classes./B1

s ) .- SPORTS
Hoop tourney: Farmington Harri-
son faced Livonia Franklin in
boys basketball Tuesday with a
berth in the Western Lakes cham-
pionship game at stake./C1

Open houses: Some people love
them, some hate them. Check out
our ideas for successful ones./F1
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Mowers must
use paper, not
plastic bags
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District adds K’'garten daycare

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
BTAFP WRITER

Kindergarten . . . it's not just for
the half dey anymore.

The Farmington Board of Educa-
tion approved a plan Tuesday allow-
ing parents to pay for the option of
enrolling their children in a full-day*
kindergarten program starting next
wachool year. Trusteea voted 6-1 for

(g | ‘Farmington kindergarten parents will get
: P anew option — an all-dayg

includes an afternoon of childcare right

in the school. Parents who opt for it will

pay $2,000, starting this fall.

rogram that

the new program — with David
York dissenting — ot Tucsday’s
board meeting.

Kids still would have traditional
kindergarten in the morning, but an
afternoon care sesaion would feature
literacy-based activitics.

Children are only graded on the
morning kindergarten session,

One main advantage of the Edu-
care program is children stay in one

place during the day, school officials
said. Parenta — who will have one
less childcare trip to make — will

still be able to use the YMCA’s _ extr:

Prime Time program, which pro-
vides before- and after-school child
eare at four schools that will offer
Educare. . :

“Ope of the thinge wa've lcarned
from resgarch is that caro of chil-
dren and their educational needs aro
inscparable,” said Mary Lou
Somerville, principal at Fairview
Early Childhaod Center and member
of tho committco that recommended
the program. “There’s a significant
need for comprehensive programa

that have continuity and quality.” *
Tuition for Educare will be $2,000;
a child. Transportation may cost:

a. .
Alameda and Fairview early child-;
hood centers will serve as sites along;
with Hillside and William Grace ele-
mentarica, Tho latter two achools:
are contingent on interest in the pro-
gram. -

Officials want at least 18 kids to,

atart. If there’s a bigger response, -

the district would use a lottory. .
Kindergarton registration started
Monday and closes April 26. School

Seco KINDERGARTEN, AD.

activities.
P

What goes around: Austin Ardanowski, 7, uses his head to help camp §
gather up hoops last week at the Farmington Area YMCA during winter break

Ready to roll

.
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- North Farmington High. The district's priorities

Anti-bond

group to |
duel district
on priorities -

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAF? WRITER

A group has formed to opposo the Farmington
Public Schools’ $110 million bond request.

‘armi Parents for Educational Priori<
tics ~ or PEP — has six members, but expects
its ranks to swell before the March 26 election,

The district is asking voters to approve $110
million in bends for building renovations and
new technology. Approval would mean a 2-mill |
increase in taxes, which means an additional
$166 a year for tho owner of a $165,000 home. A
mill is worth $1 for every $1,000 of state equnl-
ized value.

Votera will also be asked in a sepmate ques-
tion to renow expiring mills. -

- PEP is not taking a position on the millogo
renewal, concentrating on the bond.

“This bond issue is very very lorge and theré
is an nwful lot at stake,” said Paul Welday, o

izer and Farmi; Hills reaident
“Farmington voters necd to be educated and, in
fact, we're going to encourage them to get out
and vote.”
. PEP quarrels with Lh‘c $92 xr:illjiiun in building
e S 1

forrp:.-rfnrmnml:—e ;tagca. a compotlﬁrw awim-
ming pael and cxpanding TV10 facilities at

are misplaced, Weldoy aaid. .
He cited the decline in this year's MEAP
scores and snid the district should work toward
*real solutions” for thoso problems inatead.
The group also questions $23 million in pro-
posed computer improvements, |
“We're concerned we would have a 24-year
bond issuc to pay for new computer cquipment
that would be obsoleto in two years,” Welday
said, “It's like mortgaging a new car. It makeg
no sense.” s
PEP’s main purposc is to offer voters an alter-
notive view about the bond issue and members

Grasa clippings and other yard waste
curbside in' Farmington Hills can no longer bo set out
in' plostic bags, following action Monday by the city
council. . :

The change brings a slight decrease in the annual
feo levied on residents for yard waste collections, but
that eavings could be offset by tho cost of the paper
yard waste bogs' that will be accepted in placo of the
plastic bags. :

Green light for Orchdrd Lake Road signals

are Iable to speak before any organization]
Welday said. The group plans to file as an orgas
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BY LARRY O’CONNOR
BTAFP WRITER

Though there ia a debate whether

A contract change with Waste M t of
Michigan, Inc. included the now bag policy and the
resultant Jower cost to the city, which is pmlng'on a

a new ized traffic light

syatem is speeding up the flow of
vehicles on Orchard Lake, 8 manag-

portion of the savinga to It was

by the Resource Recovery and Recycling Association of
Southwest Oakland County, which represents eight
communitiea including the Hilla.

The motivation for the change, however, ia not

ial but envi: 1, according to Hills public
services director Thomas Binsell, who pitched the plan
to council members on Mondny.

*Tho major impetus behind the whole thing is the
environmental issue,” Biasell said. *If you'ro trying to
compost yard waste and return it, then plastic just
doean’t fit. -

“We feel it's timo to do this,” ho told the council. "We
fool it's important for the lohg-term environmental
concorns.” .

Previously in’ tho 5-yoar-old idont

Ver at a Farmi Hills baget out-
let likes Fast-Trac for another rea-
son.

*Wo can tell when we're going to
get busy just by the lights,” anid
lBecky DaeYoung, a manager at
Brueggcrs Bagels on Orchard Lake
and 13 Mile,
Fast-Trac is up and running from
11 Mile to Long Lnke roads on

Farmington Hilla and West Bloom-
ficld. Construction started for the
new signal system on Grand River
and Farmington.

Fast-Trac uses cameras and com-
putors to monitor traffic flow and
renllocate green signal timo to
match the amount of vehicles trav-
eling on the rur_idwny. Motorists
should seec immediate improve-

menta, said a npnkcamnn for the’

Road Commission for Onkland

County. .
*The heavier flow of traffic should
ace some more green timo,” snid
i to the

bly sco ndjustments in green time
for left turns.

“Instead of giving 5 or 7 seconds
on o green for a left turn, it will
give time based on what the
demand is.”

That should cut down on the
soverity of accidents, which is
ongoing concern at certain inter-
sections, Orchard Lake'and 12
Mile and Orchard Lake and 14
Mile arc high-incident areas,
polico said.

Troy was the first Qakland*
County city to use Fast-Trac and

Brian Whi an
commisaion director, “You'll proba-

id thero dropped by 60 per-
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New traffic lights
= Ovchard Lake and 14 Mre

» Drchard Lake and 12 Mile

« Drchard Lake and 1696 Lantbound OFf Ramp
= Orchard Lake and 15DG Westbourd OFf Romp
« Orchard Lake and O.C.C. Drive.

« Orchard Leks and 11 Mike

Orchard Lake aa it travels through
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Time to get a GRIP

A powerful messago of non-use of alechol and

could ect out ynrd waste as tied h;nd'ics ol"h‘muh. ina
" rigid container or in n clear plastic bag. The bag shift

from plastic to paper ia the only change.

*Now, many composting facilities won't even accept
plastic bags,” Biascl] said. “Yard waste in plastic
emolls worse. The bits of plastic that wind up in tho
compost don't degrade, And then there's the problem
with how to de-bag the waate, how to shred the bag
open.”

The alternative is the paper bag, not the kind used
for groceries but those specifieally made for yard
waste, available at hardware and other stores.

“Unfortunately, paper bags are more expensive,
twice the cost of the least expensive clear plastic bag,”
Binscll said. He estimated tho cost to be 25 to 30 cents

Beo BAGS, A&
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drugs, p d with music, laughter, hanesty
and participation, is what Karl Anthony brings
to Farmington High School March 8.

Anthony will load a workshop for students in
grades four through eight and their parenta at
this year’s “GRIP: The Next Generation” pro-
gram, from 9 n.m. to hoon one week from Satur-
day, After the prescngétion, students and par-
ents will break out irfto smaller groups to focus
on a varicty of topics.

Last year's presontation brought out more
than 700 people. It's offered free through the
Farmington Families in Action, Farmington
Public Schools, Hudson's, a grant from Safe and
Drug-Freo Schools and Communities, TRW, the
Farmington YMCA, the Fi Excl

FARMINGTON FOCUS

the Farmington Public Safety Department.

Send for o form only by mail at the Farming-
tan Public Schools, 32600 Shiawassce St., Farm-
ington 48338, or by fax at 489-3314.

TV serles for fire chief?
During hia pres ion of the F

'

‘Hills Fire Department's nnnual report at Mon-

day's city council meeting, five Chicl Rich Marin-

.ycei mentioned that it is to tho depnrtment’s
“redit that tho metro news media thinks highly

of it and as of Jato hos been coming to the Hilla
#hen it needa gencral police or firo information.

Club, Farmington Hills Police Department and

*+ This and tho fact that Marinueci and
police Chicf Bill

occasionally inspired council mentber Nancy
Bates to good-naturedly quip, "I've been watch-
ing TV lately. Do you and the police chief have
0 same agent?”
“Well, February is sweeps month,” Marinucci
volloyed back with a grin.

New offlcers for COHA _

Gnil Haynes ia president of tho Farmington
Hills Council of Homeowner Associntions.

Qther officera elected at the last general meots
ing include: first vice president, Andy Nickle-
hoff; second vice president, Dick Steiger; secre-
tary, Gladys Sanford Joe Colomt
trustces Marcin VanCreveld and Noreen

oand bership, rene Kernich .
COHA mects next at 7:30 p.m. Tucsday,
March 11, at the Farmingten Hilts library on 12

<

Mile.

Dwyer pap up on the TV nows
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