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'l‘ha strong homo building
industry has meant plenty of
construction work.

for'L getting

But 1t's’nlno caused difficultics -,

building syulum with growing
pnpulnruy in the Great Lakes

'l‘hm foundnunn which uses
d wi

timely service from busy subcon-
tractors,

Otto Binggeser, prcsndcut of
Bing Construction in Bloomfield
Hills,"was frustrated by the
delays. With limited control over
scheduling, he was unable to
build houses in a time period
that satisfied his customers.

At the same time, one of his
suppliers, Erb Lumber in Birm-
ingham, was investigating the
fenmbllnty of Permanent Wood

00d instend of
block or poured concrots, can bo
installed by carpentry crows
rather than masonry subcontrac.

tars.
Impressed with PWFa many
benefits - comfortable Hving
t, relative humidi
cnergy savings, easier fi

P

such an nggressive idea,

Aftor touring soveral custom
homes with PWFs, Binggeser
decided to start out by building
his own houso with n permanent
wood foundation. -

trade associations.

It's estimated that moro than
300,000 houses have wood baso-
ments, with the greatest concen-
trotion in Minnesotn, Wisconsin,
Towa, Mlchignn and Ohio wherc

“Construction can in

weather that doesn’t pormit
proper curing of concrete, and
builders can kecp carpenter
crews busy from basement to
roof,” smd Robm Green, vice

id ing at Erb,

and greater usable space — Erb
decided to seck out one receptive
builder to try the concept on a
model home.

The proposal was pitched to

“Also, thu warmth of a bsc-
ment wood floor is a desirnble
homeowner feature,” he said.

Woad foundations originally
were introduced in 1869 follow-

ogainst leaka, Wood's elasticity
enables tho foundations to with-
atand pressure from expanding
soils that would erack cement,
The cost is compuarable to or a
bit less than poured concrete,

. Mark Miller, Bing
vico preaxdcnl and Biriggeser's

wood fe mvo hmldem Erb reparts.
an edge on incl

About 2,000 are in southeast

ichigan.

Tho foundations consist pri-
marily of framing lumber and
plywood walls, all pressure treat-
ed with wood presorvatives for
protection ngainat damage from
termites and rot.

Even under severo weather

son-in-law {sn’t so aure. He fig-
ures it may cost more ~ but
mnybe not when factoring in
time savings using carpenters
rather than waiting for masonry
contractors.

Mll]er. however, likes the con-
cepl

WoOd foundations becammg more popular

o
a
h
h

makes it s0 much casier, better. s
The walls are already atudded?
out and the floor will scem liko}
upstairs,” he said.

Based on 40-year test umkeav
in Wisconsin and Mississippi,«
cxpcrtu agree that permancent
wood féundations should las
over 100 years.

PWFa are approved by build
ing codes, federa) housing agen
cies, lending institutions an
insurance agencics,

Binggeaser likes the his pol
manent wood foundation, Mill
said, adding that it probably
take somo education — and t;

ccndltmnu, permanent woad

'W:th o wnlk-ou! you’ll probn-
found ara waranteed It

- bcfnm tho lyplcnl buyer j jumpa
bly finish the b

on thet

Wet basements can be corrected 1nexpens1vely

By PaPuLAR MECEANICS
FoR AP SPECIAL FRATURES

Foundations, an .alternative

Binggeser, who was locking for  ing test work by gov and

these products are expensive
(more than $20 per gallan),
cover only 75 to 126 square
feet per gallon and produce
noxious fumes while they
cure, they should only be
used when drainage
improvements and wall
repair come up short,

Highlights of the operation
begins with checking the
perimeter of your foundation
for depressions in the fill-
soil. Eapecially check arcas
“around window wells. Add
sgoil to build up these depres-
sions, and tamp the eoil firm-
ly into place, Then plant
grass sced.

Remove any bliatered
paint from the interior of
your foundation wall with a
wire brush and coarse sand-
paper. Scrub mildew with an
abrasive pad

with a siliconc-mortar caulk methods to fill any gaps or cracks
f::df n(;nootah with a putty around utility pipe holes,

ife dipped in mineral spir- di :
ita. If the cracks are larger, * Bofore deciding to paint a wall
enlarge the crack with a
tapered mason'a chisel, clean
the joint and wet with'n mix
of water and latex bonding
agent.

with waterproofing, wait a fow
weeks, If it rains and your basement
stays dry, chancea are you won't need

it. If you don’t sec any obvious lenks,
but the masonry surface is dumL

Wot basements can often then a sealant is a good idea:

be corrected easily and inex-
peansively. The main excop-
tion is when the culprit is
ground water. In that cese,
the only sure aolution is to
install drainage tile around
the outside of the wall and
sump pumps inside.

. Bear in mind that water -
not basement walls ~ causea
lenka, and the presence of -
water is almost alwaya the
result of poor drainage and
poorly maintained gutters.
Problems like thess must be
corrected first,

- There are two kinda of
basement waterproofing
materials, The first aro
maesonry patch itema, These
products work well when the -

Gren Tbowse
Sunday, March 9th
1-5 p.m.

e Live Entertainment
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e Hors D’oevres

Blend the premixed mor-
tar with water and bonding
agent until the mortar will
stand up whon you slice
through it with a trowel,
Then, stack a little mortar
on the back of a small trow-
el, placo the trowel ngainst
the erack and push the mor-
tar into the joint with a
pointing trowel,

Pack the entire joint, then
scrape away the excess and
smooth the joint with a joint-
striking tool. Use the same
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pre-mixe o ter. se

hydraulic putty. o tiatic acid 1912-3150 8q. F. R?sewe Your ILm Now...
Adding o latex bonding 0n efflores- They Won't Last Long!

agent to a standard masonry SRS - 8 Starting From The 190’s

white chalky
substance
that i getual-
ly crystallized
mincral salts

mix will improve bonding.
Hydrnuhc putty works well
if you're repairing a continu-
ously sceping hole, The prod-

uct bands extremely well and

Located at the corner of Cass Lk. Rd. and
Cass Elizabeth Lk. Rd. 5.

cures-quickly, oven when wet  that lj!‘“’"

nntl-un - ure. the conc::

i '1;“3 second category or mortar BRIGHTON  OPEN SUNDAY 12-6
includes a varicty of rubber-

ized coatings, which usually Cautk small | New custom drumatic open plan with cathedeal ccil-
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Kitchen with GE appl., nook, wood deck, wet bas, walke
out bsmt, Upstalrs: 2 bedrooms, full bath end (oft.
Landsc, and sprinkers, Many more featurcs, $295,500,
Call (810) 227-9800.
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Furnish rooms
with futons

(ME’S) - You can create the room of you
with affordable and stylish futon furnish-
ings. With easily ml.erchnngenhle futon cov-
_ers and accessorics, giving any room an
updated look is casy.

Ideal for making the most of space, futon
‘frames quickly and ensily convert from sit-
.ting to sleeping places and back again. As
futon can convert any reom inte n guest

wxury 1s Atainable
ah.
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*."For a free brochure including ml’urmntmn « Conveniontly 2 our newest A&’ 3]
.oq futon furnishi and tips on the located betweon condominiums
futon that is right for you, send a self- q Brighton and * One story or F"?
addressed, stamped envelope to Futan Asso- Ann Arbor 1 1/2 stoty
ciation International, Dept. M2, P.O. Box + Agreat home plons: main floor
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9,900
s dmis‘::': ;isqs oML From the $120%s
NEW MODELS UNDER S, of East Shore Dr, B. of US-23, 5. of 8 Mils
CONSTRUCTION , (313) 449-5029 Closed Thursdays i
Westlad s most eccltivp qportanity ¥ __m__ (313) 449-9014 S
iy feed ~ 1 s —
A Ml; tradtinn %{ N « Single-family home community ‘\
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