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Crashes: Two people were injured
in separate accidents in Farm-
ington Hills this week./A3

Buslness hooster: From banjo to
business, deputy county executive
Kenneth Rogers has met success
that earned him a spot with Exec-
utive L. Brooks Patterson./A8

Tuming 1: A Farmington Hills
youth program for middle school-
ers celebrates its birthday ./B8

CE e TASTE
Focus on Wine: Paired with

Guinness, St. Patrick's Day fare
is complete./BY -

Master Chef: Certified Master

Chef Milos Cihelka shares

recipes for simple, fresh foods for

| people who don’t have a lot of
time tocook./B1.
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‘Bond’s hard drive
— computer push

Editor's note: This is the third in our scrics of stories
on the Farmington schools’ $110 million bond issue.

" BY LARRY O'CONNOR
ETAFF WRITER

Those who deal in data daily have a dream when it
comes to achool technology.

Kathy Jones, directar of information management,
would like to see every Farmington school child have
a classroom camputer at their side. _

*“When the students have their own laptops to plug
in and use it a8 needed and never have to wait . . .
that would be great,” Jones said, .

The $110 million bond issue before vatera March 26

sottles fof some-

- Power

BY WILLIAM COUTANT
AND LARRY O’CONNOR
STAFY WRITERS

* Far and Far

Farmington Hills cleans up branches while his brother; Tony, clears the roof
of a house on Hawberry Street in Farmington Hills after Friday's storm.

Storm takes toll on trees, lines

\ R BTArY B I"AN DN
und, of Hoskins Tree Service in

Hills fircfighters average 16. ©
Hills Deputy Fire Chief Pote Baldwin said
firefighters had “bannered™ dowa wires and

Hilla were recling Friday from

. Bl on ico storm that downed
power lines, knocked down trees-and forced
schools to close. ' .

“Wo were {nformed by Detroit Edison that
someo 300,000 customers in the area are with-
out power,” said Hills City Manager Dazt
Hobbs, who was surveying the damage with

program-
ming. Another $3
million is" ear-
mnrkc:‘l for applied

morning. "My own house was without power.”
thing loss than that | ™ Edison had roceived moro than 16,000 calls
Some $20 million by 8 a.m. Friday. It was 91(3 third lJargest ico .
would pay for new storm 113 Eduonghutury. N
I H Fy ng Hills hte hndmh;un on .
hecti 62 runs between 3-10 a.m. and dispatchers at
connectivity and | by citys i canter had received

101 9-1-1 calls between 3-7 a.m, There wero
108 emergency runs in 12 hours Fridoy, The

f

0o one drives over any wires.”

Public Services Director Tom Biasell Friday -

asked t:z‘!v(sed people in tho neighborhood of
the p: . S e

“We wore just too busy answering calls to
‘stay at the scene,” he paid. “People should con-
sidor the downed wires as being live. We've
bannered and blocked off somo streets so that

Edison was airing public service messages
Friday, warning residents to consider the
downed wires a hazard and giving out its
number to report problems and get informa-
tion. Thiat number is 1-800-477-4747.

Baldwin cautioned residents to bo a little
patient and not call 9-1-1 unless it's a clear

For other p: id, can
call the non-emergeney number in Farming-
ton Hills, 477-0911 or police at 473-8684. .

Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi snid Edison hos

. Soo STORM, Ad

In Farmington
schoals, there is an
average of ono ¢com-
puter for 10 stu-
denta, Some are 7
to 8 years old.

want a 4-to-1 com-
puter ratio for its
11,600 students.
‘Tho debate is not
whether achool chil-
dren need comput-
. era, but how the
district should buy

ng: The district’s

Computl

n thein.
ratio of computers would Bond opponenta
increase to I-per-4 stu- — namely Farming-

ton Paronts for
Educational Priori-
ties — believo com-
puters should be paid for out of tho district’s $114 mil-
lion operating budget ngd $20 million surplua. -
PEPs chaf and ington Hills resid:
Woelday questions tha need for a private fiber optic
network and putting VCRs and TV monitors inlo
overy clngaroom
“What's tho deal with all these new computers?”
asked Welday ot an informational meeting at Enst
Middla School March 10. “Tha fiber optic network pro-
posed by the sehool board is top of the lino, This is
vork that is very expensive and very sophisticated
*In fact, T'd #ay mare ro than 90 pereent of the busi-
nesses in this community.” ,
He also questions wisdom of buying of

dents if voters OK the
bond.

ters

District officials .

Paul "

'Po'zifh'ole plagueo}nly getting wb’” se

ora road talk, Page Potholes
BY WILLIAM COUTANT
BTAFF WRITER .
The peoplo who fix them and the

people drive on thom all scem to
agree.that the nroa's roada are
worso than ever, .

“Yon, it'a probably gotting
worse,” said John Kont, owner for
22 yoars of Farmington Hills Colli-
sion Center on Folsum. “We sea it |
in flat tires, broken tie rods and
bent rima.” : . .

‘The more frequent than usual
cycla of freezing and thawing has
wroeked havoe with roads in
Farmington and Farmington Hills,
kaeping both city’s road crews
buay,

“A big factor is the freeze-thaw
cyelo,” sald Dan Reonacy, Farming-
ton Hilla public works superinten-

Worst pottiotes in Faminglon:
Farmington

Woist patholes in Farmingion Hilla:

* 14 Mils betwaon Halsted and Inkator

aplehty
o

Rood betwaen B and 9 Mils
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© 1207 Bulwrban Communiontions Curporation

Teacher
faces sex
for pot

charges

BY BILL CASPER
BTAFF WRITER “
A 41-year-old Redford man who -
toaches special education in
Farmington is out on bond after .
being arreated for allegedly
exchanging marijuana for sex
with two teenaged brothers. i
Jeffrey A. Downing stood mute Thurseday in Red:
ford's 17th District Court to six counts of first-
degree criminal sexual conduct and two other drug-
related felony charges. Visiting Judge Vesta Sven-
son entered not-guilty pleas for Downing, who wad
released from custody after a $200,000 cash bond
was poated. . R
Downing teaches special edueation students age
11-15 at Warner Middle Scheol in the Farmington
school district. The students are in grades six
through eight, '

EOEANYYY

“We were informed Thursday by (Redford) police,
and we're all stunncd by the news,” Farmington
school Supt. Bob Maxfield said Friday. “It's a tragic
pituation for everyone involved.” .

Downing, a teacher in the district for 16 years,
has been suspended with pay pending an internal
investigation by school officials, Maxfield zaid.

Redford police heard nllegations last Sunday
morning when officers were called to Downing's

Sco TRACHER, A4

Tower rules

“go to council

BY WILLIAM COUTANT
BTAPF WRITER '

Aftor moro than five years of study sessions,
debate and changes, a proposed ordinance regulat-
ing cellular equipment was passed by the Farming-
ton Hills Planning Commisysion Thursday night.

The ordinance, which haa been revised several
times, regulates the location, size and appearance
of cellular towers and antennas in the cit;

Tha Federal Com: ications C i had
sent a letter to the city calling for passage of an
ordinance. Farmington Hills is one of only 32 cities
in the United States that hadn't developed an ordi-
nance aftor putting a moratorium on the towers
and antennns. )

*I hate cellular towers,” said Commissioner Paul
Blizman. “I dont want them in residentinl arcas.
But a hidden antenna is something I don't think
the city could fight in a residential arco. There
would be no impact on property values.”

The proposed ordinanca would allow cellular tow-
ers, the singlo poles that have antennas for cellular

nicati hed, only in idential
areas, 500 feet from any residential arens.

But the new ordinance, which, by federal law
ean't toke into account health concerns, alse allows

Beo TOWER, A2

HTASY FROTO £ BEARON LEADRIE

Wayne Smith work on:

.dent, "Our pavements are getting
older” " - 7 .

Rooney gaid that many of tho roads causing
?rc‘blt’a_mn ?:p‘l"r'mlin‘tuincd by Onkland County,

and paying them off over n 24-year pericd.
Stata law requires technology bought through bond
jssuc monoy bo paid off in neven yeara, which tho

Bac BOND, A3
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' e Orchard Lake, Hagperty,
Eight Mile, most of 12 Mtle, most of Qrand River,
*12 Mile, M-6, 1-275, 1-636 and Northwestern.

“I would any the woret rond thet we have to
talko care of is-14-Mile,” he anid. “When you con-

Just fillin’ tim
I ) P )

sider the volumo of traffic and that it {s two lanes,
that makes it a tougher road to maintain,®

n Farmi e ronds arc probably in better
shape than in most of the sur di i

e

o: Matt Berzins and
Hills subdivision’

roads, off Drake. .

: N
*“That was a real shot in the arm,” he said, *Ou¢
local roads are probably in better shape than
thesa of most cities.”
.But Far Road, which ia a county road

tics because of a city road millnge issue passed
threy years ogo, séid Kevin Gush ireetor of

rvninmlnod by Farmington under contract, is d
11, Guah i .

the city's public services department. .

said. W
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