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Many of the subjects in John
Walker's high-energy paintings
at the Hill Gallery are hased on
natural Jandscapes. But water-
falls, rock formations and idyllic
rolling ficlds are only n point of
reference for the British-born
painter. Walker teanscends liter-
al representations into a visua)
lexicon of abstract forms reseni-
bling cells, ribbons and bulbs.
The results are canvasses of

tery,

tion.

'He's o pointer's painter,” said
Pam Hill, who directs the Hill the
Gallery along with her husband,
Tim. The Walker exhibit, *Feel-
ing, Form, Beauty,” opens this
Friday and runs through April
19. On Wednesday, Walker, who
is one of the most sought-after
teachers in the country, will jury
the Birmingham Bloomfield Art
Associntion Fine Arts Competi-
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texture, color and mys-

the general unfamiliarity with
itude of his infl i

er exhibits works at

a Walker's rather low-

landucapes,” he said. “He
appearance indicatea

descrves a lot of credit for renew-

ton as 8ol
tive and

5 n
the painting world. “In New
York this would be a major
event,” said Tim Hill, who places
Walker nlongside Jackson Pol-
lock, Willem de Kooning and
Anselm Keifer and Philip Gus-

the last B0 years, “Walker has
given us a new way of looking at

Many of Walker's paintings

appear in the most prestigious
i e world, includi

the British Muscum, the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, the
Muscum of Modern Art, the Tate
Gallery and the Art Institute of
Chicago.

For Walker, a painting not
only represents a dramn on can-
vass, but should also reflect an

me of the most inven-
intriguing painters of

artist's desire to continually
search for new ways to reinvent
the art form. In writing about
Walker's early 19805 paintings,
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Dore Ashton from the Arts Coun-
¢il of Great Britain observed:
“Walker asks if a modern painter
can reintegrate all the tradition-
al ways of making a canvas into
an image.”

It's no wonder that Walker's
paintings are labyrinths laden
with metaphors, symbols and
allegories. And equally, it's hard-
ly a surprise, said Tim Hill, that
Walker's varied brush strokes
are being studied by today's
artists, from art school students
to the legendary abstract
painter, Frank Stella, who
recently purchaged a Walker
painting.

“He builds up paint in unusual

ing the interest in contemporary
e .

BOLS: John Walker cre-
ates a canvases of awe-
some texture, color and
mystery in “Feeling, Form,
Beauty.”

places and moves your oye
around the painting with an
incredible sense of construction,”
said Tim Hill. Walker's mastery
of movement and space reflects
the type of command found in
seminal painters such as Picas-
80, Matisse and Pollock.

‘The explosively colored land.
scapes nlso resonant with primi.

BOOKSTORE HAPPENINGS

Hill Gallery

Rxhibit
What: Feeling, Form,
Beauty: Paintings by John

atker

Where: Hill Gallery, 407
W. Brown Street, Birming-
ham

Whent March 21-April 19;
Opening Reception for the
Artlst, 7:30-9:30 p.m. Friday,
March 21, For information,
call (810) 540-9288

tive imagery that Walker bor-
rows from Australian aborigines.
Before emerging as one of the
clite contemporary painters in
the early 19803, Walker spent
time in the South Pacific where
became immersed in aborigine
culture.

In his exhaustive, yearnings to
push the boundaries of the medi-
um, Walker has distilled the

. painter's quest to a. fow basics.
“Painting begina with the recog-
nition of paint as inert mud,” he
noted at a New York exhibit two
years ago. “You take this mud,
changoe it, give it light and air,
form and expression.”

A painter who can reduce his
art to basic artistic gestures usus
ally finds his way alongside the
most memorable artists of his
time.

Bookstore Hoppenings features
various happenings at suburban
bookatores. Send news leads to
Hugh Gallagher, Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers, Inc.,
36251 Schoolcrafl, Livonia, MI
48160, or fax them to {313} 691-
7279.

BORDERS BOOK SHOP

(BIRMINGHAM)
Dr. Judy Mc McKee will continue
her poputar setles on children’s
Literature by presenting a special
selection of books for 3-6 years,
7 p.m, Tuesday, March 18; author
and sclence professor Arthur
Wiggins will discuss his new book
*The Five Biggest Ideas In
Science,” 7 p.m. Wednesday,
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March 19; storytetler Laura
Kamienny wlll share the story
Frederick by Leo Lionni,

Jawlsh Literature™ Is discussed
and explained by Rabbi Aaron

March 22; Rita Golden wlll read
and sign stories and songs for
children 1 p.m, Sunday, March
23; Border's montly “second look
at the classics will discuss
Graham Groene’s ~Brighton
Rock,” 3 p.m. Sunday, March 23;
Border's monthly. y lit

Cong Beth
Abraham Hlllel Moses, 7 p.m.
Mondsay, March 17; The Greater
Detroit Chapter of the Romance
Wrlters of America meet 6 p.m.
Tuesday, March 18; Michael
Best, prasident of the
Astronomical Society of .
visits with a sllde-lltus-

discusslon group will discuss
*Smilia‘s Sense of Snow,” 7 p.m.
Monday, March 24; popular
British mystery writer Anne Perry
will discuss and sign copies’of
het new book "Ashworth Hall,” 7
p.m, Tuesday, March 25, 31150
Southfield Road, Birmingham, call
(810)844-1515 for Informatlon.

BARNES AND NOBLE BOOK-
SELLERS (WEST BLOOMFIELD)
“The Role of Satan In Classical
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trated presentation about Comet
Hale-Bopp, which wiil be visible in
the next few weeks, 7 p.m.
Thursday, March 20; Medellne
visits storytima, 10 a.m. Monday, *
March 24, and 7 p.m. Tuesday, |
March 25; the Barnes and Noble
Mystery Club meets to discuss
“The Intruder,” by Peter Blauner,
7:30 p.m. Thursday, March 26, at
the store, 6800 Orchard Lake
Road, West Bloomfield. (810)
6268804, ... ...
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A TV Food Network Event HOSTED BY ROBIN LEACH
SUNDAY, APRIL 6, 1997
12:00 PM. - 4:00 PM.
TrOY MARRIOTT
200 WesT BIG BEAVER RD. « TROY, MI
Tickets: $42.00 INFO: 1-800-949-CHEF

See TV's most popular chefs cook-up their specialties in an intimate setting!
= You'll taste the delicious foods prepared by tlie chefs . ..So bring your appetite!
« Sample tasty treats at our sponsors exhibit booths!

« Wine tasting, musical entertai and cooking ions alsa in the exhibit areal
. $le§(r!(ll(s_pclsonally autographed by the chefs are available for yoursclf or to give as giftst
*Valuable prizes given away all-day long!
Continenta! $ By Manine In Your Ownir
Cablevision® SAVE 5 '00 To Tt Noknwie Recoko
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